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rails in connection with this particular
line, and the later information to be
handed to Hansard would not be the in-
formation supplied to members. Was it
not reasonable to ask that we should have
the same informnation as had been afforded
in connection with other railways, in order
that we might exercise a check upon it.
If the Government had agreed to give him
Ibis information now or on the following
dlay the Bill would have gone through in
a quarter of an hour.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
bon. member was incorrect in his state-
ment that the map laid on the Table did
not agree with the figures suippluied. He
(the Minister) had further consulted the
map and found it was quite correct.

Clause put and passed.
Cl1ause 4-Power to compulsorily pur-

chase laud within 153 miles of the rail-
way:

Mr. JACOBY: Would the Government
have power to compulsorily pmhase the
whole of a large block of land only a
small portion of which was situated with-
in 15 miles of the line?

The Minister for Works: No land
can be compulsorily purchased which is
not within a 15 miles radius of the line.

Mr. JACOBY: If that was the case it
might considerably interfere with the in-
tention of the clause. There might be a
large block of land which would be
greatly improved by the construction of
this line, if thrown openi for selection
generally, but the Government might he
able to purchase only a portion of it. He
asked the Minister to take into considera-
tion the advisability of axtending the
clause to give the Government power to
purchase the whole of such land.

The Minister for Works: There are no
large estates near this line.

Clause put and passed.
- Clauses 6, 6. 7-agreed to.

Schedule, Title-aWeed to.
Bill reported without amendment.
The 'MINISTER FOR WORK{S

moved-
Tat the report be adopted.

Mr. HOL*1AlN: The Bill wvould] rerluire
further amendment, because in the mna:-
ginal note to Clause 4 it gave the Oov-
ernor power to compulsorily parchase

Land "within - miles of a railway." With
suet: i permissioni the Government aight
construct a line to Cape Leenwin.

Mr. .Tacoby: The marginal note is not
part of the Biill.

The Attorney General :It will he put
rigl .

Mr. SPEAKER: The clause, not the
marginal note, was read by' the Chairman
of Conmmiittees. The miargfinal note is not
part of the Bill.

Question putl and passed: the report
adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Ie-islative Council.

House adjourned at 11.35 p.m.

lcoielativc Council,
Wednesday, 25th lTasuary, 1911.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hi.n

J. D. Connolly) moved-
That thec Standling Orders relating t o

Public Bill and Ike consideration of
illesqsages from the Legislative Assembly
be suspended (laying the remainder of
the session so for as is necessorif to Inl-
oble Bills to pasis thpoug/i oil their
stafles in one .41 ting asnd to enablell-
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sages to be taken into immediate con-
sideration.

True object of the motion was to enable
the Hous1.e to deal more speedily with the
Bills at the end of the session. It was
not to dteal with any Bill that bad not
reachedl almost its final stages and burry
it through. but it would save a good deal
of time in dealing particularly with me-
saszes and amendments to Bills. It was
the usual motion moved at the end of the
session0.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: This motion
was one members% were gettig used to as
the business of the session was rushed
throug-h at the last moment, but there was
a g-ood deal of business on the Notice
Paper, and some of the measures were ini-
portailt and should be discussed. How-
ever, lie trusted the Colonial Secretary
would give mnembers some time for the
consideration of the Estimiates.

Hon. 2U. L. MOSS: While not oppos-
i ng the motion lie hoped the Colonial
Secretary' would not expect hima to coil-
sent to the Roads Bill being put through
all its stages when Standing- Orders were
suspended.

The Colonial Secretary: Who proposed
such a thing?!

Hon. If. L. MOSS: Tine Bill should not
come to the House wrheni for the purpose
of expediting business it was necessary
to suspend Standing Orders. When the
discussion on the Bill occupied only about
20 minutes in another place what consi-
deration was given to it there to expect
us to put it on the statute-book practically
at the point of the bayonet ? There wvould
lie a g-od deal of obstruction on the part
oif hion. members when the Bill was con-
sidered if that was lpropoael. Mucli of
tine nion-debatable matter onl the Notice
Paper could be put through with the idea
of bringing the session to a conclusion,
but the Roads Bill should not be oii the
Notice Paper when the end of the session
was within such Measurable distance.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (in
reply) : As already mentioned, before tile
lion, member entered the Chamber, it was
not intended to deal with a Bill like the
Roads Bill at one sitting. It was only
that wrhen Bills reached certain stages ini

both] Houses there~ were man ny v ne,.sages,
and it would facilitate business to sus,-
pend Standinig Orders to deal with mne;-
sages. In rega-rd Ix, the Roads Bill it was
not in tended to takIe an; unuIdatg
of the niotion. Mtembeis could take as
lonV as, they liked over the Bill. There
was no need to prorogue at any paiticuilar
tinie.

Question lut and p)assed.

BILI,-1ERTH MUNICIPAL ROADS
DEDICATION.

Introduced byv the COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY and read a first time.

B [fL-S P PLY, £377,000.
Read a third time and passed.

BILL-REMANTLE HARBOIUR
TRUST ACT AMENIMENT.

Second Readig.
The COLONIAL SECIETARY (Hon.

J. 1). Connolly) in mnoving tlie second
reading said: This is a small Bill to am-
end the Fremantle Harbour Trust Act of
1902. Since time Bill was passed "-e have
already had one amendment, namely, v in
1906. Although a small amendment, thlis
is of very great importance to the shipl-
ping at Fremantle. Clause .3. and time first
part of Clause 4, deal wvithn tle poiwer
of the cormussioners in respect to the
removal (If certain goods. Dulriftw
last season a quantity of wheat
was stored in thme ]Fremanatle whamrf
sheds and became weevil v to such
an extent that it was found necessan- to
remove it. However, when the (jLestriop
came to be considered, it was discovered
the comnnissioners had no power uinder
the present Act to order die removal of
the wheat or of any other goods, notwith-
standing that they were likely to cause
damage to the remaining contents of the
shied. As a matte- of fact, the emuamis-
sioners could have removed it, but it would
have been at their own expense. Clearly
it is desirable that any perishable good~s
affected by' weevils or other parasites
should be at once removed if they are en-
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dangering other goods stored in the sheds.
In order to give the commissioners this
desired power it is necessary to bring in
this amendment as contained in Clause 3,
and the first part of Clause 4. It is all
the more important that the amendment
should be brought in at the present time,
becanse the Government have erected
large wh-]eat sheds, with, up-to-date
handling appliances, on the north
side of the harbour, and these
have not as yet been used to
any great extent and, therefore. are peor-
fectlY clean. Consequently it is of the ut-
most importance that weevily wheat should
he prevented from entering those sheds.
Clean wheat will come in ller on, and if
weevily wheat were allowed to be stored
there it wvould result in the contamination
of the clean article and this, of course,
would be harmful to our export trade. The
latter part of Clause 4 is in respect to the
responsibility of accepting cargo landed
from the ships at night time. Owing to
the inter-State bill of lading there is very
little redress for merchants from the ship-
p~ing companies. Whilst it is sufficiently
(difficult for the Harbour Trust to tally
cargo in daytime it becomes mnch more
difficult when the ship discharges at night.
Cargoes a re frequently discharged in
stormy or wet weather, and in those ojy.
eumnstanees it is almost impossible to tally
the cargo when unloaded at night. So
difficult is it, indeed. that the officers of
the Harbour. Trust have refused to accept
cargo discharged from the ship during the
night. In order to facilitate the sailing
of these shipis requests are frequently
made that they be allowed to dischIarge a~t
nlight, and if I he Hiarbou r Trust are
going to take any responsibility for this
cargo they should be allowved to impolse5 an
additional fee on the goods unloaded dur-
ing the night. This subelause at the end
of Clause 4 provides for the imposing of
those additional elmrg.e4. It is proposed
to put thle fees so received in to a fund 10
provide against claims which may be nmde
for the loss of ally goods short tallied, or
of any goods damaged; because the risk
is infinitely greater in accepting cargo at
night time. Those are the two principal
amendments. Another small amendment
is contained in Clause 2, which gives lte

commissioners power to appoint and dis-
miss special constables who, within the
limit of the harbour shall exercise the
powers of duly appointed police officers,
provided that such special constables shall
not be members of a police force, and
shall be tinder the direction and control
of the Harbour Trust. It is necessry to
keep a detective constantly employed in
seeing that no pilfering goes on, and that
no cargo is broached, and in order to ren-
der that officer's work properly effective
it is essential that hie should have the full
power of a police constable; that is to say,
when lie catches anybody broaching- cargo
and that person refuses to give his name
the officer should have the power to arrest
the offender. This provision passed this
House on a previous occasion in an am-
endmnent of the Police Act, but through
the lateness of the session tte Bill was not
passed ini another place, and consequently
the provision did not become law. I
move-

That the Bill be veo read a .second,
time.
Hon. R. LAURIE (Wkest) : I have no

opposition to offer to the second reading
of' the Bill. I am in agreement with the
lender of the House in respect to the
wvharf detectives having the power of
police constables; because under existing
circumstances if the detective discovers
anybody stealing, the only thing, for the
officer to do is to follow his man up and
live 1im in charge of a policeman. 1 al-
'rays understood there wvas some opposi-
tioni from the (Commissioner of Police in
respec-t to t his matter but apparently,
that dillicnlY hs, been overcome, In re-
gord ho the weevily wheat in ihe sheds, all
the regulations tlie Colonial Secretary
miay make wvill not prevent suc(h wheat
entering the sheds, alihough they may help
to remove it after it is there.

Tlhe Colonial Sccretam-y: If it (-an be
detected before passing into the shed it
can be pr-evented from go!l~ gInl.

Hon. R. LAURIE: But this is specially
to provide for- its removal after it is there.
1 venture to say even the officers- of the
Harbour Trust w'ill not be able to detect
w-eevily wheat in every case. I remember
on the occasion the Colonial Secretary re-
frred to, the weevils were so bad in the
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shed that bhey were blowing right across
the wharves. Once the weevils are in the
shed it is difficult to get them out. I
wvant to refer to the last paragraph of
Clause 4. giving tije commissioners power
to charge extra fees for cargo unloaded
after dark. It has only come within the
knowledge of the shipping people to-day
that the Government intend to give the
commissioners this power, and I was ap-
proached with the view to securing the
adljouirinent in order that the people in-
terested might consult the commission-
ers wvith a view to learning their
intentions. It may be said that the ship-
ping people are always looking after
their own interests; bint the answer to
that is that in looking after their own
interests they are looking after the in-
terests of the shippers as well, because if
all extra fee be imaposed onl the shipping
it will, of course, be Added to the freight,
and may even prove profitable to the
shipping companies. To take anr ilitis-
triltion. at the Fremantle wharves every,
week several ships work from Thursday to
Saturday, putting in many hours of over-
time. If these fees be imposed onl this
overtime work every ship-ovner will get
to know of it, and freights will go uip to
that extent, although a cargo in respect
to which this extra freight has been paid
may not be worked After dark at all. I
ask the Colonial Secretary that when in
Committee he will aJlowv me to secure the
adjournment on this clause in order that
the people interested may have an oppor-
trinity of seeing the commissioners and
fully understanding their intention. The
Colonial Secretary says these fees Are to
be pat into a fund in order to cover in-
sutrance for any loss. It has been said
that so far as the Harbour Trust is con-
cerned they have very few claims to pay.
It might even be that £60 per annum
would cover the lot, and, considering the
hundreds of thousands of tons of cargo
handled during the year, this is not
much. Personally, I think that even with
the fund provided the claims will not be
any greater. I know that at the present
time, of course, there is simply -a record
made of the cargo taken into the sheds,
and tis is given to the person taking it
in. Shipping companies have to deliver

adif a shipp ing comnpaniy does not get
a clean receip~t from the Harbour Trust
there must lie a clim;n that is the position
at the present dine. If they clear, at night
and dto not get a clean receipt they wvillI
have tot pay All thle same. There is one
quiestionl as to the stopping of overtime
that rmy not hav'e occui-red to the Mini-
ister. S teamers arrilvinug here on Thurs-
day wvithi a considerable quantity of pro-
duce have to get away onl Saturday. If
they stop worki ig, overtime t hat meanis
a coiisiderable rise in freights, for if a
steamer is kept over SaturdaY the greater
part of the prod~iee does not get to the
market aiid an thiIiig tliat is done to pre-
vent the produce getting to the market
illh inclrease thle charges. There is

A nothier viewv. If anthing is done
to prevent overtimie at Fremantlhe
it wvill mleal, tinqt vessels wvill
be longer lie ro -aid the Govern-
ment will have to increase the accom-
modation. I intend t, Jeave the matter
until the deputation has waited onl the
commissioners. I va nt a ii assurance that
the Colonial Secretary will allow the Bill
to stand over until those persons inter-
ested have had anl opportunil ' of inter-
vieiili the conmmissioniers. I supor
thie second reading, reservingr to miysel f
the right to amend the clause that I haive
referred to, if necessary' .

Question put and passed.
Pill read a second time.

BTI-DISTRICT FIRE BRIGADES
ACT AMENIENT.

Second Reading.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

J. D. Connolly) in moving the second
reading said: This is a small hut very
necessary amendermnt to anl Act that wvas
passed by Parliament last session. In
the District Fire Brigades Act of 19091
members will remember it is provided that
the board is kept lip by contributions
from three parlies, three-eighths from the
insurance companies. three-eighths from
the local bodies. and two-eiglhths from the
Government. Representatives are elected
fromt the local bodies. while those from the
insurance companqies and f-he flovernuet
Are nominated. BY Section 43 of the
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Act it is provided that the Governor can
exempt a certain portion of a roads board.
Take a case in point, the Perth roads
board embraces the district of Wanneroc
and the contributions are based on the
annual value of the properties in the
roads board. While protection from fire
is very necessary at 'Mouint Lawley it
wmnuld not be necessary for all the open
country around Wanneroo, therefore it is
considered unfair that the people at Wan-
iteroo shiould pay on their valuations.
Provision was made in Section 43 that the
rovcrnor-in-Council had power to exempt

a portion of a roads board and thereby
allow the portion that is 'Populated only
to pay, that is to say if the rate on the
whole area came to £100 and nine-tenths
should be exempt the rate would only be
at nick on the one-tenth, that is to say, on
£10 instead of £100. There are only cer-
tain roads hoards that have been taken
in and they are suburban roads boards.

Hon. J1. F. Cullen: What rule have
you adopted as to which shall come in
and which shall not.

The COLO0NIAL SECRETARY:i It is
proclaimed by the Oovernor-in-Coneil;
while you ighlt take in the Claremont
roads board you would not take in the
Wyndham roads hoard. Wherever there
is a township or settlement you flirst pro-
claim the roads board to come within the
jurisdiction and then restrict the boun-
dary.

Hon. MU. L. MTOSS: Are You going to
take power 'to cut certain na-eas out of
municipalities, and does, that meant that
you will increase the aniount of the con-
tribution of the rest of the nnniiiahi-
ties9

The COLONIAL, SECRETARY: Yes.
it Will.

Ron. M. L. 'Moss: That is pretty rough
then.

The COLONIAL SECRET,\ BY: Yes
it is1 and yet it is tnt. That is so rar as
it relates to a roads, hoard. 2%S far aA
muicipalities are vorcernied when the
Bill was passed all wvere considered to hie
towns. Power wvas given to the Minister
or the Glovernor-in-Council to exempt a
mnuncipality, not wholly but in part. It
is a very serious matter to exempt the

whole of a municipality blit that was done

in one or two instances. Broad Arrow,
Paddington, Roebourne. and Cossack were
allowed to give up their position as muni-
cipalities and go back into roads boards.
The purpose of the Bill is to apply the
same provision to municipalities as is ap-
plicable in Section 43 to roads boards.
While it is not intended to apply this
provision to a great number of munici-
palities there are some in which the con-
trihuntions are pressing very heavily.

Hon. 'K L. Moss; This will make it
press more heavily.

The COLONIL SECRETARY: Take
the Claremont municipality, they are
asked to-day to contribute £248 to the
Fire Brigades Board. Leederville is asked
to contribute £200, North Perth £230,
'Midland Junction £175, Victoria Park
£181, and Queen's Park £87. Take the
ease of Queen's Park, -that consists of
about three-fourths of vacant land, the
other one-fourth is comprised in settle-
meiit at Canning and at Woodlupine and
it is extremely unfair that they should
pay'v on the whole of their ar-ea. Victoria
Park is another instance, two-thirds of
the area consists of vacant land and the
same might be said of North Perth. One
or two of the nnici pali ties should re-
ceive exemption. These inn nicitpalities;
have approached me from time to time
and as:ked for exemption, hut it would
he going too far and T do not think the
Government would be justified in exempt-
intr Victoria Park from the operations of
the Fire Brigzades Act, it is' too im-
portant a centre, and there is every' jus-
tihecation for the amendment to enable
smufferin~ i i m nh-i palities to ra'eive eXemp-
tion. The other municipalities T have
mentioned I sivnll bring again Lunder the
,Net and exempt them in the same xvay.
Mr. Moss points ont that b 'y exempting
(crain portions of a murticipality, and
thiese exemptions are not likely: to extend
beymnd three or four, the differeoce of
the rout rihutiouns wvill he sornmehin~r like
£8300 or 1£400, but the total amount is
£26,000 or £C27.O0fl and that is spad over
a large number of municipalities. The"e
arc the reasons that have prompted me
in introducing an amendment to the Fire
BritradMq \rt and T hope ihey w'ill appeal
to the members of the House.

32qO
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llon. J. F. (Callen: Do you now assess
for roads boards in part and for muni-
cipalities also?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No,
it does not make any difference to roads
boards at all. It allows the Governor-in-
Council to apply the same provisions to
municipalities as to roads boards and very
few municipalities would have the provi*-
sion applied to them. At the outside it
would not exceed four.

Hon. If. L. MOSS (West) :There call
be no dottbt from thle speech we have just
listened to that it wvill he competent for
the Governor-in-( otutil to exemnpt from
thie Op~erations of the District Fire Bri-
gades Act portions of a municipality.

'[lie Colonial Secretary: He could ex-_
emlpt tile whole of a municipality.

Holl. 21. L. MOSS: If the Bill is passed
it will enable a portion of a municipality
to, be exempt if such anl Order-in-Counei I
is made, and I need hiardly' draw the a[-
tention of the House to the fact that these
regulations canl only be disallowed onl a
resolution by both Houses of Parliament.
I have previously drawn the distinction
between our Act and the Federal Act,
which allows One House to disallow a re-
gulation. Let us apply this Bill to Fre-
mantle, and what will affect Fremantle
will affect other places. We may have
lnrtzle tracts of unimprovedl land in the
vicinity of a towvn like Fremantle and it
might be contended, perhaps not to this
Government but to some future Govern-
ment. that a portion of Fremantle sholild
be exempt from the operations of the fire
brigades legislation, so that all this im-
improved area would be left out the re-
sult being that all those people who im-
prove their property will have to carry
the obligations resting on the municipality
both for vacant and for unimproved land,
and the result will be to increase the cou-
trihution, which the municipality will have
to find, to these people. It is a small Bill,
but it strikes me as a very important one
indeed. The Minister should give us an
assurance that he will consent to another
clause being inserted that any regulations
shall be subject to the review of one House
of Parliament.

[118]

The Colonial Secretary: Trhis is L~
a regulation, bitt an Order-in-Couincil.

Hon. M[. L. MOSS: That is only ujibil-
bling with wvoids. At any r-ate, a regula-
timn 'Pr all Order-in-Council should become
r-evoked by tihe disallowance by resolutiju
of one House, and I wanlt the Mlinister
to promise that the Bill will not be taken
into Committee at once. I think the Bill is
sufficiently far reaching that it will repay
every lion, member, whatever province hie
may represent, to give it sonme considera-
tion. I am One Of those who believe that
it is necessary to keep fire brigades goinr
but that the burden should be 'fairly
borne by the whole of' the people in tile
community, and that it should not be in
the power of any Government to in-
flict anl injustice. This Government, of
cou rse, Will 'lot always be ini power. The
Miaiister admits if this were utilised to
ally extent the effect would be to increase
the bur-den upon the municipalities that
are left in. 'Not Only will it do that, hut
it will unduly saddle responsibility upon
improved properties in a munlicipality
if large tracts are exempted, and thle other.
Properties have to bear the burden. Per-
sonally, I Want a little time to consider
how far this measure will take us.

Hon. J. P. CULLEN (SOuth-East):- I
think Afr. Moss overlooks the fact that
the moneys the fire brigades; receive are
lump sumlls from each road board and
municipality; they are not levied on each
allotment. It is the municipality and the
road board which are assessed, and there-
fore if, by anl Order-in-COul61 the cot'-
tribution of any particuilar municipality
or road board is reduced by the amount
that wvould be represented by the outlying
Parts of the area. There could only be a
very indirect suffering on the part of that
amuniiality from its Possibility of it
later onl getting a fresh assessment, For-
the time being, however, it is relieved.

HOn. M. L. Moss: Amother assessmentj
would be made later.

lHon. J. F. CULLEN: Perhaps in 20
yea rs.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Next year .
Ron. J. F. CULLEN: The Order-in-

Council will relieve 'the local authority
and it seems a legitimate and rational urn-
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paosal. Another point I san coneernie-l
about is on what basis it is proposed to
make the levy. Will it be purely onl the
Minister's own k-nowledge?

The Colonial Secretary: The Fire Bri-
gades Board will recommend.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Of course we
know that the representation of road
boards on the Fire Brigades Board is a
mere form, the road boards are far away
and they have no representation. How
do the Fire Brigades Board know the con-
ditions of a country road board? It is
quite right that some of these boards
should be exempt. I should assume it
wvould be necessary to have some basis on
which the country local authorities should
confer with the Fire Brigades Board and
come to a mutual arrangement as to a fire
brigade being established. I only want to
know w'hether there is any security for
this exemption going on until the mutual
arrangement has been made between the
local district and the Fire Brigades Board
as to the establishment of a brigade and
the paying of levies.

Hon,.J. W. LANOSFORD (Metropoli-
tani-Suburban) : I have much pleasure in
supporting the second reading of this
measure. T have taken part in several
deputations to the Colonial Secretary with
regard to the way in which the expense
connected with the District Fire Brigades
Act is being borne by the municipalities.
This measure is in fulfilment of a partial
promise which the Colonial Secretary
made to the deputation. The main point
of the Bill is to exempt from taxation
those parts of a municipality which can-
not possibly derive any benefit from the
establishment of a fire brigade. There
tirc many municipalities around Perth
where even if they have no water supply
they are certainly far away from fire
brigade stations. In these places there are
no roads made and this measure proposes
to exempt those parts from taxation. I
do not quite agree with the reading which
Mr. Moss places on the measure.

Hon. M1. L. -Moss: I have not yet had
the opportunity of studying it; I do not
say that T am right.

Hon., J. W. LANOSFORD: I take it
that the contributions to the Fire Brig-ades

Board will be diminished in proportion as
the advantages are diminshed.

Hon. MI. L. Moss: If you take away two
or three municipalities the other munici-
palities must carry the burden.

Hon. J. W. bANGS FORD: I think not
in these circunmstances. The amount the
Fire Brigade Board can obtain is I think
finally determined by the Minister admain-
istering this Act. They make an estimate
andI it is referred to the Minister in charge
of the department and he determines
whether that estimate is a reasonable one.
I know from my own knowledge that the-
Fire Brigades Board's estimate of last
year's expenditure was cut down by some
£8,000 or E1 0,000. I can ouly hope that
the Colonial Secretary will continue his
good work in that direction, always pro-
viding of course that efficiency is main-
tained.

Hon. M1. L. Moss: As you take out three
or four municipalities so you increase the
burden on those you leave in.

Hon. J. W. LAN GSPORD: I think
the amount at the outset would not be com-
tneiisurate with the relief afforded to the
struggling municipalities.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) : Personally I do not think
that the Bill has gone far enough; I
should like to hare seen the present Act
repealed* altogether. It seems to me that
the public have not got that beniefit out
of it which they at one tinie thought would
he the case. The insurance companies
have had their risks considerably reduced
and as far as one can gather they have
not reduced their rates; if anything they
have increased them. There is a matter
affecting the district that I am interested
in and that is that an account was sent in
b1Y the Fire Brigades Board to the road
hoard 14 days after the latter had struck
their rates, and they had no means of
getting in any money with which to pay.
I will say that the amount sent in was
subsequently reduced after consideration
by the Fire Brigades Board, but again it
,seems to me that the service is an extrava-
"alit one, and it does not appear to be ab-
solutely a% it should he. For instance, I
am again in the unfortunate position, not
only in my district of having- to pay this
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rate, but I have been applied to by the
firemen to assist in purchasing their unii-
forms. One would have thought that out of
the large amount the road board had to
pay that at least it would have been pos-
sible to have bought uniforms for the fire-
men. With regard to the district of Vic-
toria Park, I think that it has every claim
to consideration in the matter. They have
a very large unoccupied portion of their
district which cannot be served, and yet
all that district is rated. I gathered from
the deputation that I attended the other
day to the Colonial Secretary that they
have in their district an engine, fire-
mien and uniforms, but they have no water.
This, amiongst other thingsR, shows that we
were better o~ff as we were before. I am
glad to say that the opportunity has been
taken to amend Subsection 2 of Section 43
by inserting the words "local authority"
instead of "municipalities." As I have
already stated, I would have liked to see
this Bill go further and repeal the whole
Act.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM1
(Northi) :I would like to ask the Colonial
Secretary the question, if this Act is
p~assed whether it is intended to relieve
those persons who have not improved
their 4ioldis, at the expense of those
who have done so in the municipalities?9

The Colonial Secretary: No.
Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: I was

going to say that that would create a dan-
gecrous precedent. I know of a lot of pro-
perties which are rated and assessed in
connection with the goldfields water
scheme and from which the people do
not get any henefit. If these people are
exempted who do not improve their hold-
ings, there might be a reasonable request
made by those who are taxed.

Hon. S. STUBBS (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) : I intend to support the second
reading of the Bill. I understand that the
expenditure in connection with -the newly
formed Fire Brigades Board under the
existing Act is something between £20,000
and £E30,000 a year,

The Colonial Secretary: £C26,000 a year
for the whole State.

Hon. S, STUBBS: it Seems to me an
extraordinarily large sum of money.

The Colonial Secretary: It used to etost
between £:8,000 and £10,000 per annum
in Perth only.

Hon. S. STUBBS: A number of dis-
tricts4 have been called upon to contribute
towards the Fire Brigades Board but if
each district had a water supply it would
not be such a large sum. As Mr. Gawler
has pointed out, many of the districts
have no water; what is the use therefore
of sending an engine and a number of hel-
miets to a district where there is no wvater?
The position resembles one of Gilbert &
Sullivan's operas. In the metropolitan-
suburban area a number of the inunicipo-
alities and road boards have been called
upon to contribute and the burden has
proved a vary heavy one ; therefore I
welcome the amendmnent and I hope it will
receive the approval of the House.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS (Metropolitan)
I have mucih pleasure in supporting the
second reading. K4nowing something of
he work which lhes had to be done by the

Fire 'Brigades. Board, I can say that hon-
ourable members have tno idea of the amn-
mint of expense which the board have had
to mneet by reason of the neglect of the
authorities, who formerly had the Fire
Brigades under their control, to keel)
them up to a proper Standard, in nearly
every fire brigade throughout the State
new hose had to be supplied; hardly one
foot of hose outside the metropolitan
station would have been serviceable if a
fire had broken out. The hon. Mr. Stubbs
stated that it was rather like a Gilbert &
Sullivan opera to have engines and hel-
mets, supplied to places where there was
no water, but surely it was more ridicut-
lous to have water and no hose with
wvhich to carry it.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: 'Whose fault was
that?

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: That was the
fault of those who controlled the fire brie-
ades. I do not think that the insurance
eompanies reap all the benefit out of this
expenditure, as baa been Stated. It is to
everybody's advantage that we should be
protected from fire especially in largre
country towns, and although the estimate
-was heavy last year and will be heavy
again next year, it will gradually decrease
tn a lesser amount.
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Hon. J. F. Cullen: To half the amoutU
Hon. A. G. JENKINS: No, not quite

half the amiount. The expenditure must
be lrge estyear. because there is stilla

great amount of work to be done, bot
there should be a considerable decrease.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL-NARALTNG-YUNA RAILWAY.
Received from the Legislative Assembly

and read a first time.

BILLr-ABORIGINES ACT AMEFND-~
MtENT.

Returned from the Legislative Assembly
with amendments.

BILL,-HEALTH.
In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day; Hon.
W. Kingsmill in the Chair.

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was re-
ported on Clause 252.

Clause 252-agreed to.
Clause 253-The Midwives' Registra-

tion Board:
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved

an amendment-
1Thai in line 2 the word "midwoives"

be struck out and the word "nurses" be
inserted in lieu.

He moved this amendment because fur-
ther amendments to be moved later pro-
,ided for the regitration of general
nurses.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: The amend-
ment was very far-reaching and it was to
he hoped that the Committee would not
agree to it, The Bill when originally in-
troduced in another place had provided
for a nurses' registration board. Another
piae had struck out that provision and
said that the proper way to deal with the
nurses -was to have a separate Bill, a sep-
arate board, and separate regulations, and
to keel) them apart from the midwifery
nurses, because it was revognised that they
were t-wo distinct classes of nurses. In
New South Wales a Bill was on the stocks
to deal with the nurses9 and to give themn
representation on the board. The object

of members should he to keep up the
standard of nursing as high as possible,
hut the amendments proposed to the Bill
would tend to lower the standard of nurs-
ing. Another place having fully consid-
ered this mnatter and provided that the
provision for the registration of general
nurses should be struck out, what was the
use of inserting it again-? The Committee
would be wise to keel) general nurses out
of the Bill,

Hon. S. STUBBS: If the committte
would consider- what the amendment
mneant, they would vote against it, be-
cause it would have -the effect of lowering
the stadard of qnursing .

The Colonial Secretary: There is no.
standard at all at the present time.

Hon. S. STUJBBS. If this amendment
and others w'hich the Colonial Secretary
intended to move were carried they on-
doubtedly would have the effect of lower-
ing the status of nurses.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
was nothingin the Bill or the amendmenits
to justify the statements of the last two
speakers that lie had a desire to lower the
standard of nursing. At the present timte
an ,y woman, who, perhaps, had never been
inside a hospital, could advertise and prac-
tise as a trained narse, and nothing cou~ld
be done to stop her; and yet, because lie
proposed to insert in the BI a prTovisioni
that a -nurse should not practice midwifery
unless she had undergone a certain peritul
of training, lie was accused of attemptiing-
to reduce the staindard of nursing. The
arguments of Air. Jenkins that because
another place had made an amendment,
the Committee should not alter it was,
novel, and the answer wo tVit argument
was that the Council on. two occasions hiad]
passed this amendment which was now,
before the Committee. There was no Act
in forcu in any State for the registration
of nurses. He knew that the nurses de-
sired that there should be a registration
board, and that anybody should be vimo-
hibited from practising as a nurse, without;
having had a certain period of trainiing._
That would he a quite Lunworkabile -iate
of affairs to which he could not agree. If
a person in the country, where there were
no trained nurses availahle, became ill aiAd
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called in somebody to look after him,' the
person caUed 'in would be liable to be
prosecuted. As 'Minister, it was his duty
to look After the many, and not the few.
His object in seeking to strike out the
word "mnidwives" and insert "nurses" was
in view of other amendments he had on
the Notice Paper providing for the rezis-
tration of general nurses. These amend-
mlents would provide that no registration
of general nurses should be allowed anles
they had at least three years' training. The
associations might fix their period of Irsin-
ing- at a higher rate, but if the amendinc'i
were passed no association could fix the
period of training At a lower rate than
three years. No doubt there was great
need in the country for qualified midwives.
but, while it -was essential to pi-ovidte a
period of training for midwives, hie woold
do nothing towards making the lot of tOe
poorer people -harder. There were not
enough midwives to go round. Some
women piractised midwifery to-day who
had no mare right to do so than men.
The period of training in England for
midwiferyv nurses was six months in an
in-stitution with 12 beds. Re propow d
that the period of 12 months pro; ided
in the Bill should be linited to six months;.
It was made an offence to practice mid-
wviferv without a certificate, unless in cer--
tain prescribed exceptions. Therefore,
if the amendment he proposed were not
passed. it would be an offence to praetice
midwifery without 12 months' trainig.
The only- object of putting these provisins
in the Health Bill was to ensure better
service to the people. The great essLential
in the training- of midwives was eleji:'Ii-
ness; it meant nine-tenths of the training.

Hon. R. LAURIE: There was no nel-
for the amendment to strike out "Imid-
'wives" and insert "nurses." It was not
necessary, arid would not affect the MNini-
ster's ideas in regard to midwives, or fi
qualifications of midwives. Probably
cleanliness was 99 parts out of 100 in thel
training of midwives, but that had nothing
to do with the registration of nurses. We
should not attempt to alter the Bill. Tf
-we were to have properly trained nurses.
no doubt the amendmnents proposed by the
Colonial Secretary would meet the case.

but that had nothing to do with the mid-
wifery part of the Bill]. No doubt the
Coloial Secretary was living in an atmos-
phere of professionalism, and became so
imbued wiithi tile ideas of his departmental
offices that his mind was warlped and led
him to do things that in his cool and calm
moments lie wouLd not do. It was far
better to bring down a Bill later on to deal
with the nurses' question by itself. Cer-
tainly any nurse could practice at pre-
sent, but she must take the consequences.
He would he a poor medical man who,
would put an incomapetent 'nurse ini charge
of a case.

Hon. C. SOMMERS:- The amendmnent
should not be carried. There should be'a
separate Bill dealing with nurses. Seeing
the feeling of members, the Colonial Sec-
retary might withdraw the amendment.

Hon. J. M. DREW: There was no
standard of nursing., and the Government
sought to establish one by making a mini-
mnum, which did not prohibit anyone hold-
ing higher qualifications. All members
approved of a high standard of nursing,
but there were many poor people who
could not afford to pay for a high stand-
ard. As the Colonial Secretary proposed
merely to insert a minimum standard,
all sections of the community would he
able to secure nurses with training ranging
in accordance with their ability to pay.

H~on. Sir E. H. WVITTENOOM: As thre
matter seemed likely to go to a division.
and as -he was ig-norant onl the subject, lie
intended to support the Gbveliment, be-
cause he thought that tire Minister hadI
better opportunities of getting informa-
tion than any other person. The Minister
had expert opinion at his hand, arrived at
from long experience and high education.
There was no doubt a tendencyv for one
to lperh~aps get warped in a particolar
direction b-y always being surrounded by
certain opinions, but the Minister had
such expert advice at his hand that we
could hardly do better than follow him.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: The expert ad-
vice the -Minister seen red was from the
head of the 'Medical Department, but there
were other gentlemen in the medical pro-
fession just as competent as the head of
tire 'Medical Department. and they were
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entirely opposed to his opinions. Why
should the House be dictated to by the
head of the Medical Department? The
Minister, of course, had to be guided by
the medical head of the department. The
Colonial Secretary had said that hie (Afr.
Jenkins) had accused him of seeking to
lower the standard of nursing. One
thing certain was that the standard of
nursing could not be kept too high, and
if the Colonial Secretary was accepting the
responsibility of the amendment then it
would seem that he really was seeking,
to reduce that standard. The conditions
in England were entirely different from
those obtaining here. In England a nurse
went into a maternity hospital, where she
saw cases every day. Theoretical lectures
were all right, but what was required wvas
actual practice, more especially in regard
to midwifery. Deputation after deputa-
tion had waited upon the Colonial Secre-
tary upon this very, subject, and the argu-
meats adduced by the deputationists were
unanswerable.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: As a result of
conversations with a. number of medical
men lie could say the feeling generally was
that the Bill was a good one and would
meet the case. Surely, then, it was inad-
visable to bring in a clause of this des-
cription. The nurses ought to be dealt
with under a separate Bill.

The COLONIAL SECRETJARY: It
had been said that the amendment would
lower the standard of nursing. As a mat-
ter of fact there was no standard at all.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: We know the stan-
dard of the trained nurses, at any rate.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
was the standard comprised in the Bill.
Boiled dowvn it amounted to this;. The
nurses did not object to registration.
'What they objected to was being put into
a Bill with midwives. They wanted a Bill
to themselves. Nurses had been excellent-
ly trained in the Perth Public Hospital
and certificates granted to them. The
Bill provided that a certificate should
be ganted only after at least three
years' training in an approved in-
stitution, and on approval by the
'Board. Yet hie was said to be seeking to
lower the standard of nursing. At the

present time there was no standard, but
the Bill prescribed that no nurse could ad-
vertise herself as a trained nurse unless
she had had three years training in an ap-
proved institution. The object he had in
view was that the certificates should be
issued under an Act of Parliament. As
to the deputations referred to, the depura-
tionists had said that if they were given
representation on the board they would he
satisfied. As a. matter of fact they were
to have two-fifths of that representation,
and having gone thus far they wanted a
fresh Bill altogether. What the nurses
desired was that there should be three
years general training, after which those
who could afford it would be free to go
away for twelve months and get a mid-
wvifery certificate. He was convinced that
a woman could train for widwifery just
as well without the general training.

Hfon. R. LAUIJE: In reply to the Col-
onial Secretary's concluding remarks he
would retort that the Colonial Secretary
need not concern himself about the so-
called desire of the nurses. With all due
respect to thei Minister he had come to the
conclusion that the being present at 12
cases was not sufficient as a training for
any midwife.

Amendment put and division taken with
the following, result:

Ayes .. . .12

Noes .. . . 9

'Majority for -

I-on. E. 'I. Clarke
I-Ton. J. 0. Coonnolly
HOD. 3. M. Drew
HOD. W. Marwiok
HOD. 0. McKenzie
HOn. Rt. D. McKenzie
I-on. E. McLarty

.. 3

YTES.

IHon. B. 0. O)'Brien
HOD. W. Patrick
HOn. T. H. Wilding
Si1r E. H. Wittenoom
I-on. C. A. Piesie

(Tecller).

NOES91
HOn. T. F. 0. Briniage Hon. Rt. Laurie
Hu. J. F. Cullen HOn. M. 1.. Moss
Hon. D . G. Gawler HOn. C. Sommers
Hon. V. HAnrsley Hon. S. Stubbs
Hon. A. G. Jenkins (Teller),

Amendment thus passed
Oil motion by the COLONIAL SEC-

RETARY Clause 4 consequentially
amended by the striling out of "mid-
wives" and the insertion of "nurses" in
lieu.
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Sittinug suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. F. CUTLLEN: The interpreta-
tion clause would bave to be amended to
enable a definition of "matron" to be in-
serted, and he suggested as the definition,
"ca nurse iir charge of a public hospital.'

Hon. M%. L. Moss: There must be some
definition.

The Colonial Secretary: It would be
better to have a definition, perhaps.

Hon. J. F. Cullen- It was absolutely
necessary.

The COLONIAL SECREFTARY: Not
absolutely necessary, because matron was
a well-known term. He would note the
objection and see what should be done.

Clause, as amended, agreed to,
Clause 254-Registration of midwives:
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved

an amendment-
That in subclause 1 the words "hold

a license for" be struck out, and "keep,
control or manage" be inserted in lieu.

This was simply an alteration of the word-
ism& of the clause.

Amendment passed.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved

a further amendment-
That in line 1.5 of Subclause 2 all the

words after "which" be struck out, and
"no legally qualified medical practitioner
shall be able and willing to attend, and
no registered mnidwife is available" be
inserted in lieu.

I-on. C. A. PIESSE: To those persons
living outside the five-mile radius the Bill
Would he a dead letter. People in scat-
tered districts would not get any benefit
from this provision. Qualified nurses
would not go into country places outside
townships, and those who had any infin-
ence -with the nurses' aSociaflOfl should
endeavoutr to get nurses sent out into dis-
tiets beyond large towns.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
proviso was inserted to benefit the people
the hon. member sought to serve. It -was
hoped when we had a greater number of
midwifery nurses the position would be
altered.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: The proviso con-
tained the words, "a legally qualified
medical practitioner shall be unable or an-

willing." He did not think any medical
mart in the country would be unwilling to,
attend a ease. These words were an insult
to the medical profession.

Amendment ptit and passed; the clause
as- amended agreed to,

Clauses 25.5, 258--agreed to.
Clauise 2.57-Regulations for examina-

Lion of midwifery nurses:
The COLONIA&L SECRETARY moved

an amendment-
That in line 2 of Subelause I1 the word

"midwives" be struck out and "nurses"
inserted in lieu.
Amendment passed.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved

a further amendment-
Th at in line 3 of Subolause 2 the word

"twelve" be struck out and "sit' in-
serted in lieu.

Six months was the maximutm term that
a nurse had to serve in England.

Amendment passed.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved

a further amendment-
That in line 3 of Sub clause 2 the

words "an approved" be struck out and
"a prescribed" inserted in lieu.
Amendment passed; the clause, as

amended, agreed to.
Clause 258- Qaaliflcatiou of midwifery

nurses:
On motion by the COLONIAL SEC-

RETARY the clause 'was consequentially
amended by striking out "midwives" in
line 12 and inserting "nurses" in lien.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: There was a
provision in the clause that if a notifica-
tion addressed and posted to any nurse
at her last registered address remained
undelivered for a period of one month
that nurse should he liable to have her
name erased from the register. Nurses
were often away in the back-blocks for
more than a month, The period might
be made two months.. He moved a fur-
ther amendment-

That in line 11 the words "one
month"' be struck out and 'two months"
inserted.
Amendment passed; the clause as

a mended ag-reed to.
Clause 25.9-Publication of register:
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On motion by the COLONIA-L SEC-
RETARY the -clause was consequentially
amended by striking out the word "mid-
wives" in line 2 and inserting "nurses" in
lieu, and the clause as amended was
agreed to.

Clause 260-Removal from regiter:
On motion by the COLONIAL SEC-

RETARY the clause was amended by
adding the words "shall be conviceted of
a crime or misdemeanour or" after the
word "nre" in line 1.

The CHAIRMUAN: The consequential
amendments in this and the other clauses
would be made by the Clerk.

Clause as amended agreed to.
Clauses 261 to 263-agreed to.
Clause 264-Reports to be furnished:
Hon. J. F. CIJLLEN: Subclause 2

provided that a report should state the
name And address of the mother and
should be furnished to the medical officer
of Perth -within 48 hours of the event.
In many cases the births took place in
localities which were seven days' journey
from the nearest medical officer, and the
Colonial Secretary should look into the
matter and endeavour to extend the period
of 48 hours to seven days.

The Coonial Secretary: If the ease
was attended to by other than a regis-
tered ;midwife it would not apply.

Ron. J. F. Cullen: The period should
be at least a week.

The Colonial Secretary: It might he
MadeC 96 hours.

Hann. C. A. PIESSE: It would be wise
to amend the clause so as to make it
compulsory for these midwifery nurses as
well as midwives to furnish -reports. The
object would be to ascertain what was
being done.

Hon. M_ L1 MOSS: It might be ad-
visable to 'postpone the clause so as to
put it on a somewhat better basis. The
points raised by -Mr. Piesse and Mr.
(Cullen were both good. It was possible
that malpractice migfht take place equally
wvith an unregistered as with a registered
nurse. The framer of the clause had the
Perth district in his mnind's eye all the
time, and there should be some provision
to meet eases in the country, particnlarly
those which were any distance away. The

ordinary midwives, whether registered or
not. should be compelled to report.

Hon. W. PATRICK: The main tabjert
of the clause was to bring before the an-
thorities as quickly as possible eases of
malpractice, as well as to prevent that
sort of -thing. He did not see how it
would be possible to bring that about if
the period were extended to seven days.
Cases of that kind should be broughit for-
ward promptly. At the same time there
were parts of the country which were
so distant that 48 hours would not be of
much use, yet in the great majority of
eases in the bigger towns this period
would apply.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: There was not
the slightest doubt about it that if these
womnen had 'to report the eases they would
be much more careful-

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
would be no objection to postponing the
clause. He moved-

That the further consideration of the
clause be postponed.
Motion passed, clause postponed.
Clause 265-Examination of school

children :
On motion by the COLONIAL SEC-

RE TAIR-Y the clause was amended by
striking out the words "local board of the
district" in line 2 of Subelause 2, and in-
setting "local authority" in lieu, and the
clause as amended was agreed to.

Clauses 266, 267-agreed to.
Clause 26813-Model by-laws:
Hon. KW L. IfOSS: This clause con-

tained a very good 'provision enabling
model by-law~s to be published in the
Government Gazrette, and any local au-
thority might by resolution adxipt the
whole or any portion of them. That was
similar to the provision in the M~unicipal
Corporations Act of 1006, the twelfth
schedule of which contained a model set
of regulations, but in that Act was; an-
other good provision which 'was not con-
tained in the Bill. Subsection 2 of See-
lion 1,97 read-

Whenever any of the provisions of
the twelfth schedule are adopted by Any
by-law made under Section 179 of this
Act every such provision shall in all
courts be deemed 'to be within the
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powers of the council to make by-laws
tinder this Act.

The object of that was that once model
by-laws were adopted. it would never be
possible for anyone in a prosecuition to
contend that the by-laws were ultra
rires. It would be of great assistatnce to
the health boards throughout the State
if the magistrate knew that Ihere was in
the Health Act a provision similar to this
in the Municipalities Act.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
In order to give further consideration to
the sugrgestion of M1r. Mloss, lie would be
prepare(] lt postjpone thle clause. But be
first desired to move certain amendments.
He moved-

That in line f of Subcla use 3 the
words f'were a part of this J0" et be
struck out, and the trords "had been
passed by the local authority andi dulty
brought into effect as hereinafter pro-
rided" be inserted in lieu.

Amendment passed.

On motion by the COLONIAL SECRE-
TARY clause further amended by stik-
in- out the proviso at the end of the
clause.

On motion by the COLONIAL SECRE-
TARY further consideration of the clause
postponed.

Clauses 269, 270. 271-agreed to.

Clause 272-Evidence of by-laws:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
an amendment-

'That the following words be added to
the clause :-"and of due compliance
icith all conditions necessary to bring
the samte into effect, as hereinbefore
provided."

Amendment Passed.
Hon. 211. L. IMOSS: As this clause

seemed a suitable place for inserting an
amendment which lie had suggested on
Clause 26S it mighit be wise for the Col-
onial Secretary to also postpone this
clause.

Oin motion byv the COLONIAL SECRE-
TARY further consideration of the clause
postponed.

('lairi 27:3---Enhrv:

TJhe COLONIAL SE(CRE'AllY moved
an amendment-

That in line I the wards. -his officers"
be struck out and -all public health uf/i-
cers" be inserted in lieu.

Hon. B. C. O'BRIEN : The amendment
gave too much power to the health officers,
many of whom were not competent and
did not exercise a great deal of discretion.

lHon. 21. L. MOSS: The clause was only
intended to give the amnplest power of in-
spection ii, respect of nuisances existing
on any: premises. These powers were neces-
sary if the health authorities were to he
able to deal withI nuisances.

Hon. W. Patrick: is the same power
in the present Act?

The Colonial Secretary: Yes.
Hlon. W. PATRICK: A certain "um-

ber of hours of written notice should be
griven that an entry was intended. other-
wise an officer might enter a citizen's pri-
vate rooms at 7 o'clock in the morning.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
wais necessary to give the officers the ful-
lest power. if all oficer was uanlul 'v offi-
cious lie could be dealt with, but it wvould
defeat the object of the clause if written
notice had to be given that an officer in-
tended to visit a certain place.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause as amended agreed to.
Clause 274-Vessels:
Hon. 31. L. -MOSS: This clause was

copied friow the Queensland Act, and it
might be productive of much trouble in
Fremiantle. There were three boards of
health in the Fremantle district, and the
clause read that unless notice was pub-
lishied in the Corernmnent (itazefte as soon
as the Adt came into force, any vessel ly-
ing within the river would be deemed to
be within the district of the nearest local
authority. Very often at Fremiantle it
would be a question as to whether a ves-
sel in the harbour was lying nearest to
Fremantle, East Fremantle, or 'North Fre-
mantle, and tthe question of jurisdiction
might arise where a vessel "'as lying on
the north side of the river. We might
gazette the harbour as being Under the
control of the principal local authority at
Fremantle. but in the absence of such
notice the position might be awkward.
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The t'OLONIL SEVRETARY: It
was probably p~rovidled foi' in the Har-
bour Trust Art. At alty rate the trouble
could be --rot over by g-azetting, the harbour
ill one health district.

Hlon. R. LAURIE: It was not in the
IHarboru Trust Act. Somlething- must be
done to define the controlling body.

The Colonial Secretary: It will be g-az-
tled.

Clause put and pased.
Clauses 275 to 277-agreed to.
Clause 978 Serice or notice:
Onl motion by the COLO0NiAL SEttlE-

'VARY, the word 'board" in line 7 of Sub-
clause S was struck out and "local auth-
ont tv or the clerk to the Commissioner, as
the catse may be" inserted in lieu, and the
clause as anientled "'as agreed to.

Clauses 279) to 281-agreed to.
Clause 2S2-Prosecuition of offences:
On motion by the COLONIAL SECRE-

TARY, the word "board," in line 1 of
Subeclause 2 was shruck out and "author-
ity" inserted in lieu. Tf le clause was also
consequentially amended and agreed to.

Clause 283-agreed to.
Clause 294-General penalty;
Onl motion by the COLONIAL SECRE-

TARY, the words "against this Act" were
inserted after "offence" in line 41 and( the
clause as amended was agreed to.

Clause 28S5-agreed to.
Clause 2S6-Recovery of pen~alties:
Hon. 11. L. MOSS: We should adopt

the Commonwealth provision providing
that prosecutions under the Act should be
before stipendiary magistrates.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Ib
would be a good practice, but it would not
be always possible to have stipendiary
magistrates. If it were possible anl am-
endment could be inserted.

Hon. MN. L. 'MOSS: There was nothing
to prevent its being- arranged for popu)1-
lous entres, leaving it to the Govern-
ment to proclaim that justices, should
have Jurisdiction in) outlying pails.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If it
was practicable it could he dhinl. He
moved an amendment-

Thal~ flee irords -an offi er of I''
('4 h'in iss ii, Ue ',r,' ill tiile .1 of Sub-
dIaa.e 2 be struck out, and "a public

Ihealthi cl/trial ar ran o/ffierr o4 instYe'
inl lieu.

Amendment passed; the clause as am-
einded agreed to.

Clauses 287 to 289-ag-reed to.
Clause 290-No officer to be concerned

iii contract:

Onl motions by the COLOMiAL SEC-
RETARY, the clause was amended by
inserting the wvords "Commissioner of
public health or" before 'piublic," in line
1, in Subelause 1; also by inserting "per-
sonally" before "concerned" in line 2;
also by striking out "Commissioner" in
line 4 and inserting "Government of the
State" in lieu; also by striking out "offi-

officer, member" in line 1 of Subelause 2
and inserting "Commissioner, official,
member" in lien, and the clause as
amended was agreed to.

Clauses 291 and 292-agreed to.
Clause 293-Liability of owner and oc-

clipier under requisition or order:

Hon. 11. L, -MOSS: Unfortunately lie
had to plead guilty to having neglected
to look into this clause before. It was an
innovation apparently copied from the
statute of Newv Zealand. Would not the
Minister agrYee to postpone it to afford
opportunity for futrther inquiiry 1

Oul motion 1)y ((ILO0NIAL RECUR-
TART, clause postponed.

Clause 294-agreed to.
Clause 295-Provisions as to charge on

land or premises:

Hon. M1. L. M1OSS; This also was a
new clause. In effect it put a com~pul-
sory mortgage onl one's property. Would
the Minister ag-ree to postpone it!

Onl motion by COLONIAL SE(RE-
TAllY, clause postponed.

Clauses; 296 to 299-ageed to.
Clause 300-Evidence:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY movevl
an) amendment-

That in? line 2 of Subelause I all
wrords aifter '"any" be ,. Irutc otaf and
"'public health official or any officri of
a local authority" inscried.
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Amendment passed; the clause as am-
ended agreed to.

Newv clause:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved-

Thiat tke following stand as (Clause
2.51:- 6(l.) The Nurses' Rdegist ration
Board ,nay make regulations providing
for the registration of nurses oilier than
midiwifecry nurses. (2.) Such regula-
tions mnay proride-(a.) For the forms
in which application shall be made, and
regjist ration shall be effected. (b.) For
the qualificatioa o/ applicants and the
appointment of eramnince to ascertain
their competency. (c.) For the train-
ivy which applicants for regist ration
shall undergo before submitting them-
selves to exramination, such training to
be for a period of not less than three
years in anl approved institution. (d.)
For the suspension or cancellation of
the registration of any person convicted
of a crime or misdemeanour or found
guilty of a breach of the regulations or-
of improper conduct as a nurse. (3.)
For the payment upon registration of
a fee not exceeding five shillings. (4.)
Any person who after the commence-
ment of this Act shall claim to be, or
represent herself to be, a 'registered
trained nurse' and abase name does not
appear upon the register kept in ac-
cordance wvith the regulations made uen-
der this section, shall be guilty of anl
offence against this Act."
New clause put and passed.
New clause:

Hon. E. M. CLARKE moved-

That the following stand as Clause
2'72:-Prliamenzt may annul By-laws.
-If either House of Parliament, with-
in thirty days next after any regulations
or bm-laws have been so laid before it,
resolves that suck regulations or by-
laws ought to be anulled, the same shall,
after the date of such resolution, lie of
no effect, without prejudice to the val-
idity of anything done in the meantime
under the same.

Fie was of opinion that the by-laws had
been made from the standpoint of the
medical meii. regardless of the dairymen

who hadl to pay the piper. These by-laws
should be made not only from the stand-
poiut of the medical men, but also fromu
that of an industry which had a lot to
contend against in 'Western Australia.

New clause put and passed.
postponed Clause 188-Pubication of

false statements concerning medicines.
etcetera:

Onl motions by Hon. J. F. CULLEN,
clause amended by striking out of line 2
of Siihclousc 1 "the deedat and in-
serting "such person" in lieu; also by
striking out of line 9 of Subelause 1 "Act"
and inserting "division" in liens; also by
striking out of line I of Subelause 3 "if
any' per'son causes any' statement to" and
inserting "if any statement" in lieu; also
by striking out of line 12 of Subelause 3
"Act" and inserting "division" in lieu;
also by striking out of line 9 of Subelause
3 "before" and inserting "within t~hree
months immediately preceding the day of"
in lien; also by striking out of line 10 of
Subelause 3 "the defendant or defend-
ants" and inserting "such printer, pub-
lisher, or proprietor. as the case may' be"
in lien; also by striking out of line 13
"Act" and inserting "division" in lieu
also by striking out of line 11 of Sub-
clause 4 "before" and. inserting "within
the three months immediately preceding
the day onl which" in lieu; also by strik-
ing ojtt of line 10 of Subelanse 3 "the
defendant or defendants" and inserting
"such printer, publisher, or proprietor as
the ease may be" in lieu; also by striking
out of line 13 of Subelause 3 "Act" and
inserting "division" iu lieu; also by
striking out of line 11 of Subelause 4 "be-
fore" and inserting "within the three
months immediately preceding the day on
which" in lieu.

Clause as amended agreed to.
Postponed Clause 192-Brilish Phar-

mnacopoeia to be standard:
Ron. M%. L. MOSS moved-

That the following proviso be added:
"Provided that no drug or, its prepara-
tions bearing a name recognised in the
British Pharmacopoeia sold by a duly
registered pharmaceutical chemist in
the ordinzary course of trade (the dis-
pensing or compounding of pres crip-
tions excepted) shall be deemed to be



3292 [COUNCIL.]

aditeratecl if it be labelld sw us to in-
dicate its standard of .strength and
quality, and if it eonforms to lhds label-
ledi standard."

The Bill (lid not intend that the standard
of etieieucy required by the Rritish Phar-
nos-opocia was, to he in force any lojiiger
in Western Australia and unless the 31i-
ister had his standard ready when the
Bill Vamie into olperationI then we should
have all sorts of lprose('tltiwls 1119c5115
persons; would besiellina drugs which were
not uip to the standard. Trle M1inister was
unable to give anl assurane that thle Mtan-
dard for everytihing sold in the stores had
already been prepared and it was not a
question of months bnt of years for the
preparation of a standard as perfect as.
that of the Britisk IPharmiacopoeia.

The Colonial Secretaryv: Accordiug- to
the Amendment there could he no convim'-
Vion under Clauise 182.

Hon. M1. L. MOSS: If -the chiemists
throughout the State were compelled to
supply, at the British Pharmacopoeia
strength, things which were used for or-
dinary industrial purposes, he (Mr.
Moss) was told that the prices would be
absolutely prohibitive.

The Colonial Secretary: That did not
prevent theml selling at other standards.

Hon. M. L. MOSS;- It did. If a per-
son asked for soft soap that person would
get the ordinary commercial commqdity,
but if the Committee passed Clause 192
in the form in 'which it stood, then the
storekeeper would have to sell on the
standard of the British )'harmnaco-
poeia. Tf blue ointment was sold at
the ordinary strength it was quite
obvrious that it was not sold accord-
ing to the strength prescribed in
the British Pharmacopoeia, but if
Clause 1q2 was passed it would be
absolutely necessary to supply up to that
standard. which was far beyond the
strength required for the purposes for
'which blue ointment was as a rule used.
The council of the Pharmaceutical Society
of Western Australia had expressed their
views to the Minister and the Mfinister
had a9dmitted candidly that he was a long
way from the cnmipletion of a standard-
of ecomnodities, but there -was no need
to penalise people who were sellinz eom-

mnodities of a strength and quality to suit
the purposes for which the commodities
were used.

Hon. W, PATRiCK: The amendment
was rather at dangerous one. The fact
that it would take a long time to prepare

new standard showed that we should he
bound by a well-known standard. We
had to protect the public and until we
had ain Australian standard we should
leave thle law a-a it stood.

Hon. J1. F. CU'LLEN: Mr. Moss; had
pJut his finger onl a real difficulty and
there should be some provision to mneet it,
but lie did not like the amendment for it
was putting the Parliamentary imprima-
tur upon what was known as substitution
in trade, giving a person something "just
as good." The amendment was veryv art-
full *y drawn. For Parliament to pass
that ingenious clause of letting a chemist
take well-known names and selling- some-
thing very different under them would be
very wrong. The amendment wanted a
safeguard.

Hon. A. L. M1OSS: The British Phar-
iuacopoeia provided that Spanish sherry
might be sold as medicinal wine. In
Australia, however, it was customary to
use Australian wine for medicinal pilr--
poses.

Hon. W. Patrick: It may be altered inl
24 hours.

Hon. Mf. L- MOSS: Yes, if the stand-
ard happened to be ready. That being
the ease the chemist would use Austra-
lian winle inl the -place of Spanish sherry,
andi he would be liable to prosectiion for
having sold what Was not in aecordane
with the standard. How would the M1in-
ister meet such a matter until the stand-
ard was fixed ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:. With
regard to the standard, after all. the lion.
member had only quoted one or two small
insl1 ances.

Hon. M. L. Moss: I am not a walking
Encyclopsedia.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : It
would not take many hours Ite fix the
standard lto cover all the defects the lion.
member bad mentioned, or even in times:
as many. If the amendment was adopted
it would nullify Clause 182. which pro-
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videil for the sale of pure drugs. The
amendment would afford no protection.

Hon. 'M. L. .Moss: What would y'ot do
about medicinal wines;

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
was a very small matter, and after all,
perhaps Australian sherry might not be
fit to be sold as a medicinal wine.

Hon. M1. L. 'MOSS: There were no
standards prepared, and they could not
be prepared in a week or two.

The Colonial Secretary: It hais to be
remembered that the Act will not come
into force for six ,nontlig.

Hon. M1. L. MOSS: Unless we had the
standards in a forward condition, lie ven-
tured to say they could not be irepared
inside 1S months.

Amendment put and negatived; the
,clause as amended agreed to.

Progress reported.

BILL~ - I{ATAN'NINO-NAMPUP
RAILWAY.

Second Reading.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

J. D. Connolly) in moving the second
reading said: There aire a number of
railway Bills very similar in character
which lion. members will see on the Notice
Paper. These five measures will serve
the same character of country, that is
wheat growing country. I think, perhaps,
in introducing this railway to the House
it might be of interest to hon. members
if I were to give some information with
regard to the growth of these railways,
andi also with regard to the development
oDf the agricultural districts through which
they have been constructed. The initia-
tion of this policy of building light rail-
ways by the present Government has un-
(doubtedly served to increase the acreage
under crop. If we take the last 10 years
we find that in 1900 there were 201,000
acres under crop, which produced 774,090
bushels of wheat, 86,000 bushels of oats,
and 103,000 tons of hay. In the next
period, 1905, the acreage had increased
to 364,000, while the wheat production
lhad gone up from 774,000 to over two
million bushels, and the production of oats
had increased to 226,000 bushels, while

the tonnage of hay had gone up to 113,000.
Again, in the next five years, the period
ended last year, the cultivation had ad-
vanced to 722,000 acres, and we produced
wheat to the extent of 53 million bushels,
oats to the extent of 1V million bushels,
and 200,1)00 tons of hay. With regard to
the impowrts and exports of produce, we
also find a, very gratifying, increase. In,
1900 we imported produce of the value
of £209,000, and we exported to the ex-
tent of £581. In 1903 the imports in-
creased to £341,000, while exports in-
creased to £8,000. In 1909 the imports
dec-reased to £236,000, while the exports
increasedl to £:139.000, as against £5381 nine
years; before. For the first ten months of
last year the imports amounted to
C139.000, and tine exports had increased
to C419,000. This is undoubtedly due to
a great extent, in fact almost entirely, to
the system of building light agricultural
railways in the agricultural centres. It
.shows, too, that while the State and Pair-
laient have done a great deal for agri-

culture in the way I have mentioned, these
ligures indicate that agriculture has done
a good deal for the State. In former
years there has been much for expressed
not onily in Parliament but also outside
Parliament, that the Government were go-
ig too fast in this policy of building de-
velopmental Lines. Figures contained in
the- last report of the Commissioner of
Railways show that there is nothing to
fear ia that direction, for although we
have been constructingl railways at a
rapid rate the growth of the
railway system has not been ex-
aceeding the growth of population.
In the year ended 30th June, 1900,
we had a mile of railway to every 127 of
populatiori. The capital invested in rail-
ways per head of population was £4;
the expenditure per head of population,
£6; the passengers per head of population
396.15. and the goods per head of popula-
tion 8.03. In 19015 there wvas one mile of
railway to every 152 of population. The
capital per head of population was still
£40; thme expenditure per head of popula-
tion had risen to £6 13s.; the number of
p)assengers per head of population had in-
creased to 48.50, and the goods to 10.02.
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At the 30th June of last year we had a
mile of railway to every 130 of population
as against 152 five years ago; the capital
invested per head of population bad
slielhtly risen, being £41; the expenditure
per head of population had fallen to
(35.94; the passengers were 47.34, and
goods, 8.89. These figures show that we
are not going too fast, and that by the
building of these railways we are simply
keeping in touch with the growth of popu-
lation. Whilst I aw-ree that there is a
dangper in going- too) fast, these figures
clearly indicate that that has not been
the case. It has frequently been stated in
Ithis House that these agricultural lines
will not pay. but if we take the 10

a ' ricultural lines which haive kleen
constructed by this Government during
thep last four or five years, we find only a
very' small loss on thir operations. ,The
fGoomalling-flowerin line during last year
cost £2,023 for working expenses; the
interest was £796. making a total cost of
£2,325, whilst the earnings were £3,793,
showing a profit of £96S. The Donny-
brook-Boyup line cost for working ex-
penses £4,632; the interest was £3,019,
total £7,765; whilst the earnings were
£9,628, again showing a profit of £C976.
The Greenhills-Qnairading line also made
a profit of £923. whilst the Katanning-
Kojonap line showed a loss of £1,528.
Taking the whole 10 lines, those T have
already' mentioned and the Narrogin-
Wiekepin. Pinjarra-Dwellingup, Torbay-
Denmark, Toodyay.Bolgnrt. Wagin-Dum-
bley'ung, and Wonnerup-Nannup lines-I
might mention that the Pinjarria-Dwel-
linzup line was only open for six months,
and the .Toodylay-Boktart line for four
months - their gross earnings were
00.ii8, and the gross working expenses
C20,855, showing a balance of earnings

(lver workln& expenses% of £C9,263. The in-
tevest totalled £13,870, so that there was
a net loss on the 10 lines of £4,613. This
result so early in the history of these lines,
most of which have been working only
within the last two years, is very' grai-
fying indeed. It shows; that they are
going to hp p'aying propositions in the
fn tire. Not even the most sainuine (if
it. expected thot these lines were going

to pay straight away. These lines had to
be built before the land could be brought
under cultivation, because previously it
cost so much to get the produce to mar-
ket. Then, after the lines wvere built, the
people were only beginning to clear and
cultivate their lands, arid as hion. members
know. for the first year or two it is im-
possible for the averag-e settler to get more
than 10 per cent. of his land under culti-
vation : so that uip to (late 'these lines have
been receiving only a small percentage
of the traffic which they will ultimately
get. Bitt the fact that they are showing,
a profit over working expenses. and that
the earning-s are only slightly below work-
ing expenses sad interest, augurs very
well for the success of these lines in the
future. Of course, that is only looking
at thre railways as a business proposition
calculated by themselves, but we cannot
close our eyes to the fact that there must
have been in addition a big gain to the
State, and that gain should be taken into
consideration qvhen calculating the results
of these railways. But, even apart from
the indirect benefit to the State, I say
again that it is most gratifying to know
that in so short a time these lines show
a profit over workdng expenses. I have
just made these few general remarks be-
cause there are a niumber of these develop-
mental lines on the Notice Paper, and a
number of others to come before the
Hfouse later, and I thought it was due to
lion, members that they should have some
indication as to the working of the lines
which they hare passed during the last
three or four years. I think that the re-
sults are an encouragement to hion. mem-
bers to continue the policy which this
Government inaugurated in the building
of these light railways. The line under
discussion is one from Xatanning to Nam-
pup, and hon. members will find before
them in the printed sheets -particulars as
to the length of line, cost, weight of rails,
etcetera, whilst plans will be placed on
the Table so that lion. members may see
exactly the direction which the line will
take. This line runs in an easterly direc-
tion fromt Tatanniag for a distance of .1-8
miles Ito Nalup. The gauige is the usual
3ft. Ciiii.. thle saine as in all these lines.
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and the rails are -1b. The construction
is estimated to cost £37,000; rais and
fastenings £E25,000, making a total of
£:62,000, or an average of £C1,631 per mile.
The area to be ser'ed by this line is
525,000 acres. Of this there is alienated
170,000 acres, whilst there is still vacant
365,000 acres. It is estimated that there
is 260,000 acres of this halt-million acres
fit for wheat. The resident occupiers now
number 130, hol1ding' 110,000 acres. There
is estimated to be under cultivation at the
present rtime 13,000 acres, cleared another
18,000 acres, and rinugharked :35,500 acres.
The sheep laud adjacent to the railway is
about 7,000 acres, whilst the average
wheat yield for the district for the last
year was 15 bushels. Clearing in most
parts of 'this area is light, being- estimated
to cost from ]5s, to 25s. per acre. The
annoual r-ainfall is 20 inches. There are no
pastoral leases in this portion of the
State, and therefore there will he no es-
tates to resume. The Lands Department
,reports that this line -will tap a magnifi-
cent wheat belt ruinning from Lime Lake,
nd traced onwards to Lake Duinbleyung,

thence to Bullock Hills across the C'oh-
linine River to Coomelbirrap, following
the river uip to Lake Ewlymartup, thence
to Broomehill and right on to the Salt
River towards Ravensthorpe; returning
to Coonielbirrup we find the same rich
belt continued on to Dyliabing, Wan-nami-
nup, Rockwell, Badgehup, Yellanup, Nam-
pup, and Coorenup. It is certain that
rich belts occur right on to the Eastern
0Goldfields, and it is possible that further
extension may result later. As hon. mem-
bers know, some time ago the Government
appointed an advisory board to inquire
into and report on all these lines before
they were submitted to Parliament. I
have here the reports of the board. They
have in all instances been published, but,
in order to refresh hon. members' minds,
I will read an extract dealing with this
line-

We recommend the construction of
this railway following generally the line
surveyed from Katanning and terminat-
ing, at Nampup, a distance of about 39
miles. This line will serve an area of.
525,000 acres, 170,000 acres of which
is alienated and 365,000 acres is vacant.

Within this area we estimate there is
200,000 acres of wheat lands. The in-
spector of Engineering surveys esti-
mates that this line will cost £C64,000.
including provision for water supply.

The members of the board when that re-
port was written were 'Mr. William Pat-
erson, Mr. Harry F. Johnson (the Suir-
--eyor General), and Mr. John Muir.
Thesea g-entlemnen are very wvell knownl.
and they all tend to err on the side of
safety. They report ini favour of the
line, and that in itself is sufficient evi-
dence to warrant the House in agreeing
to this railway. I bee: to move--

7'hart the Bill lie noir read a second
itie.

Hon. J1. F. CULLEN (South-Easti
There is no need to delay the House after
thle lucid and confident speech of the Colo-
ni-al Secretary jbut inasmuch as I have the
pleasure or residing where the line is to)
be started, I wiant to saty that I can fully
conlirmn all the favourable reports the
Minister has referred to. The line is
amply warran ted. it will open up splen-
did couintry, part of which is all ready
settled by some of the finest pioneers thle
country possess, -and all of which will very
soon be occupied. I am sure the House
would do well to authorise the constnic-
dion of this railway.

Hon. Sir E. HE. WITTENOOM1
(North) I do not think die greatest en-
emies of the Government can accuse them
of any want of temerity in bringing for.-
ward a railway policy; and I think the
railway policy which produces all these
lines shows that the Government have tile
greatest confidence in the future; but in
putting down these lines and induicingr
settlers to go to these districts, the Gov'-
erment take upon themselves a great
reponsibility, a responsibility which I do
not think they always realise. What I
mean to infer is that building railways
and inducing settlers to go oin the land
brings about such an exstreme shortage ot
trucks that no one can do any butsiness.
One can go to any part of Western Aus-
tralia at thle present moment and the corn-
plaint is want of trucks. The dlay befoie
yesterday a boat at Geraldton was loadiu '
for London, taking 40,000 bags of wheat.
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Eveiy truck was in use; and as no wheat
tan be duimped on the jetty, the wheat is
unloaded in the yards, and there it has to
remain until it can be reloaded again. It
is the greatest dificuity in that portion of
the State to get truck,; unless one gives
almost a week's notice. In affirming the
policy of the Government and approving
the second reading speech so admirably
made by the leader of the House, I only
desire to point out that I hope lie will
mention to the Railwvay [Department or
the Minister the great need there is for
rolling stock in the wvay' of trucks, and the
need there is for having a suieient num-
ber prodided. I have much pleasnre in
supporting the second reading.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE (South-East):
This line should have been built at the
time the Wag-in-Dumbleyting line was
built. The Government have not so much
induced the people to go to the district
on the promise of a railway, but the peo-
ple who have gone there have induced the
Government to build the railway. They
are now getting their reward of stuccess
after two or three years of asking for the
line. The success of thie flumbleyung line
is remarkable. It may not show as fully
paying; I have never said these lines
would do so until theyv are established six
or seven years; but my words on the occa-
sion of the passing of the Dumbleynng
Bill have come true. The line has not
paid from the jump, but it is improving
every year. It is the same with other
lines. In a few years they should become
payable propositions. The people in this
district have waited long and patiently for
this line, and T am glad at last they arc
to have it. As I have said before, it is
a locality which should have been served
with a railway at the time the Wagin-

flmlyn lie was built.
Hon. E. MeLARTY (South-West) : It

gives tue pleasure to support this
Bill as any other agricultural railway Bill,
but what I desire to emphasise most is
the very gratifying statement from the
Leader of the House as to the result of the
ten lines that we have constructed. I am
sure that the mos.t saungnine could hardly
have anticipated thatm in such a short time
there would have been such excellent re.

suits. The Finjarra-Marrinup line in my
own, district has only just commenced toj
work, but I can assure members that in
the future tbeie will be great difficulty i-t
getting the stuff away as fast as it i-
tur-ned omit. Of course it is a timber liue_
There are new mills going up, and addi-
tional men are being employed. I believe
there are 600 or 700 men, and these with
their wives and families make a p~oputla-
tion of about one thousand wvho have gone
there in the last few months, where there
was not 'one person before the line was
built. As the Minister saYs, it will take
some considerable time to get thne land
developed along these agricultural lines
and brought into cultivation, but I think
the results we have heard this evening
are most gratif ying to the House and tme
country generally. 1 agree wvith Sir Ed-
ward Wittenoom that the Railway Depart-
ment should be up and doing in regard to
rolling stock. The inconvenience lie has
referred to is one I experience every week.
I am not engaged in the wheat trade, but
I am in the stock trade very largely, and
I have frequently to wait three days before
I can get a truck. I know there is the
greatest inconvenience experienced all over-
the State. I ask-ed some questions in re-
gard to rolling stock some time ago, and
1. was surprised beyond all measure to
learn that the department were in a posi-
tion to meet all requirements if they got
sufficient notice. I do not know wvhat they
call sufficient notice. I have frequently had
to wvait three days to get a truck to send
my vstock away. I do not think that should
be the case. I was also somewhat star-
prised to find in answver to one of my
questions that during the last twelve
mouths not one single stock wagon had
been added by the department, and that
some paltry 24 or 25 were in the course
of construction that year. It seems to me
the department are not alive to the re-
quireinents, of the State. At the rate at
which we are constructing railways. a
great effort will have to be made or there
will be a complete block for want of
triicks. Although T have great pleasure
in smipliori inu thle Bill, at the saine time
I ami bound to say we are going on w ith
a rapid rate. This railway construction
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Feems to have taken on, and we are pass-
ing B ills as soon as they come down. The
aggregate mileage of the lines now before

uts and those that are to come before us
during the next few days will mean a
considerable distance, and it is just a
qiuestion whether we are not doing too
much at one time, If we are to put the
const-ruction of all these lines into opera-
lion it will mean an enormous amount Of
labour for die time being and] will take
an enormous amount of sleepers. I do
not say the lines are not justified, but it
is just a question whether we should
construct a number of railways all at
one time or whether they should not be
extended over a longer &iriod.

Question puit and passed,
Bill read a second time.

BILL-QUAIR ADING-NtUNAJLN
RAILWAY.

Second Reading.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

3- D. Connolly) in moving the second
reading said: It is not necessary for
me to speak at any length on this parti-
cnlar Bill, because after all we must be
largely guided by the official reports. The
information I gave the House a little
while ago in introducing another Bill
proves that in the past by being guided
in this -way the Government have not
orred. They have built lines which have
not only opened up the country but have
proved payable propositions. This is one
of a group of railways which opens up
a portion of die country east of the Great
Southern Railway to the south of Northam
and York, and the north of Narrogin. The
length of the line is about fifty miles.
It commences at Quairading, a point 123
miles from Perth, and it runs in an east-
erly direction. It will couple up with the
Wickepin-Merredin line, the Bill for the
construction of which is on the Notice
Paper. The Wickepin-Merredin line runs
north-east from Wickepin, and this line.
the Quairading-X unajin, junctions with it
about half-way between Wiekepin and
Merredin. The line will be built of the
usual standard gauge with 451b. rails.
The sleepers will be Mt. 6ia. by Sin, by

4iu. The grade is one in 40, and the cost
of construction is estimated at £4,000,
rails and fastenings £33,000, making a
total of £74,000, or £1,490 per mile. It
is not so extensive a line as that the House
has already agreed to on the second read-
ing, and the area served bhr it will be of
a slightly less exteut. It will ha 433,000
acres, of which 259,000 acres have been
alienated, and it will include 200,000
acres of first-class wheat land. The route
has been sketched somewhiat nearer to the
Gloldfields line than 25 miles. because the
bulk of the good land lies to the north,
and it wilt improve the facilities
for settlement on the Jennaberringc and
Kwoll ' inn areas. The advisory hoard re-
pot-

We begr to report on) the question of
railway extension to open uip the coun-
try lying between the Eastern Gold-
fields Railway and the Great Southern
Railway and extending east approdi-
mately to the longitude of Merredin
and south to the latitude of Narrogin.
We are satisfied that there are large
tracts of first-class land suitable for
wheat growing within this area, which
cannot possibly he exploited without
railway facilities, and we suggest the
accompanying schemec of railway ex-
tension to meet the case.

The railways they consider in this group
are the Quairading-Nunajiu, Brooktoa-
Kunjinn, and the W1ickepin-AMerredin.
They go on to say-

In this scheme suggested -we have not
altogether succeeded in defining routes
so that no selection shall be fiurther
than 12 / or 13 miles f romi a railway
line, for the reason that the existing
lines ahid especially existing spur lines
have not been laid down a1S un1its Of a1
broad comprehensive scheme, and it is
consequently the more difficult to con-
nect them up in accordance witil this
limit of 25 miles. We hare considered
the Wickepin-Merredin line as the back-
bone of this scheme of extension as it
is likely to become a line of importance
for throuelt traffic of coal, timber, fruit,
potatoes, and other produce from the
South-West to the Eastern Goldfields,
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seeing its construction wouldl sliorten
the distance by more thtan 530 miles.

In regard to this particular line they
say -

Q2aairading extenlsioln casi~;ard to
j unetion with p roptosed Wiekepin-2ter-
redin line (coloured orange on the
plan) 49 miles, is estimated to cost
£75,000 including rails and fastenings.
TVhe area served by this line would be
433,000 acres, of which 259,000 have
been alienated, and would include 200,-
000) acres of first class wheat land. This
route has been sketched somewhat
nearer to the goldffields line than 25
miles because the bulk of the good
land lies to the north and the proposed
route will imlprove facilities for settlers
on the Jennaberring and Kwvollynu
Areas.

As I have already stated, the par-
ticulars are before hon. members as to
the cost and the area to be served. The
great bulk of the land on this railway is
already selected and a large quantity of
it under cultivation. I have every confi-
dence in recommending the line to the
House. I move--

That the Bill be ntowe read a second
tinte.

Hon. W. IMRICK (East) : I would
like to say a fewv words in support of the
second reading of the BiUl. This is a line
running into a district with which I hap-
pen to be personally acquainted. This
Nunajin is a very old settled district; a
brother-in-Jaw of mine settled at Nunajin
34 years ago. They established a farm,
the furthest east at that time, and I know
they made a real success of it. They grew
crop)s tip to 2 tons per acre, and there was
no fertiliser in those days. There are hum-
dreds of thousands of acres of land right
through that belt, which is equal to any
of our lands for wheat production. The.
men whoi went there 34 years ago had a
couple oflhundred sheep, but after a few
years there, through having no railway
facilities, they had to abandon the farm
because they could not get to a market.
Now the same land haes been all taken up
again and. f think, a zo',d deal of it on
the advice of thos l~vple who made such
a success in the first place. I know a good

many peopIle are dubious about building"
these railways so far eastwards, but I can
assure lion, members we are within a sate
rainfall as far as Yaunajin at least. I
would like to say a few words in a
tiralat ion of [ lie renarks made by Sir
Edward Wittenoin and] Mr. McLart% in
reference to the truck difficulty. I realise
the Government are doing the correct
thing- ini building these agricultural rail-
ways; at the same time I would like to
call the attention of the leader of the
House to the neeessiy for keeping pae
with railway construction by the increased
construclion of rolling stock. We know
our districts have nieat difficulties in this
regard, and these ditirulties have existed
for two or three years past. Had we had
the same yields this year as we had last
year, with our increased area under cul-
tivation, it would have been simply imn-
possible to handle the harvest. I thought
last year's experience would have been
sufficient for the Government and that
they would have taken warning and pro-
vided better facilities for this year. At
the present time I have several hundred
bags of wheat at a siding; it has been
there unprotected for over a wveek. I
contracted with a man to cart it into the
siding and put it on trucks. He carted it
in but hie could not get the trucks; they
have not yet been supplied. Sir Edward
Wittenoom said that one could not get
trucks under a week's notice. I cannot
get them at a fortnight's notice. In York
I had the same experience last week. I
ordered trucks on Thursday, and they had
not been supplied yesterday morn-
ing. That was actually in the
town of York. I hope the leader
of the House will urge on the
Government the necessity for construct-
ing a large number of trucks in order
that the harvest may be expeditiously
handled. I am pleased to see we have a
Government with sufficient confidence in
our country to push railways even in ad-
vance of settlement, and I shall always be
glad to support them in the carryingp out
of that policy.

Hon. E. 'M. CLARKE (South-West);
When it comes to the expenditure of such
immense sums for railway purposes it is
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fitting that lion, members should express-
their appreciation or disapproval of such
expenditure. For many years past my
own ideas have been that we have gone
out into a somewhat dangerous rainfall,
hut I am pleased to see that our earlier
doubts in this respect have proved to be
groundless. I want to say right away I
do not think the Minister, in speaking of
the success of these railways, gave them
all the credit due to them. I did not hear
him in any way indicate the volume of
traffic they are bringing to the trunk line.
T have said all along if we were not to get
10 miles of -railway until we were assuired
that railway was going to pay from the
ju~mp, we would never hare another line
constructed. It is obvious that there
must be a terminus to each railway, and
that each individual mile of the railway
cannot be expected to pay. I had my
doubts about the construction, about the
expenditure of such enormous sums of
money, but I am -pleased to hear from
the Minister that these railways are, so to
speak, an assured success. I have never
yet opposed the construction of any rail-
way, though I have raised my voice on
the side of caution. I amn oniy too pleased
to say the railway policy of thle last
two Governments has had my hearty ap-
proval, and I hold the Minister put it
very mildly when be stated that the
amount of loss on these spur lines was
trifling. He omitted to refer to the im-
mense amount of traffic brought to the
trunk lines by these spur lines.

Hon. T. H1. WILDING (East) : I have
pleasure in supporting the Bill before the
House. I think the Government are to be
congratulated on continuing this policy of
building agricultural railways throughout
the State. We have large tracts of ex-
cllent land suitable for the growing of
cereals, and it is pleasing to see that the
Government are pushing these lines out
through these districts. One thing that
strikes mec is that, whereas in the past 'we
were led to believe these light lines could
be built for £1,000 or £1,100 per mile, the
lie per mile seems to be steadily going
up, notwithstanding that many of the lines
run through level country devoid of en-
gineering difficulties.

Hon. W. Patrick: The material has
gone up.

Hon. T. H. WILDING: At the same
time I think the cost of construction
should -be kept down as much as possible.
flowerer, it is with pleasure that I sup-
port the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

B3ILL-WAGN-DU'MBLEYU'NG RAIL-
WAY EXTENSIO'N.

Second Reading.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

J. D, Connolly) in moving the second
reading said: This Bill contemplates the
extension of t Ie Wagin -DumblevUng rail-
way a distance of 23 miles in a north-
eaterly direction. This line was one of
the first of the light agricultural railways.
It will he remembered that some six years
ago three Bills were passed providing for
the construction of the Wagin-Dtimble-
yung, Katanning-Kojonup, and Gooinal-
ling-Dowerin agricultural railways. Those
Bills were introduced by the predecessors
of the present Government, Lilder Sir
Hector Reson. I remember very well
whbep the Bills were brought down by the
then leader of the House, Mr. Kingsmill,
that being our first acquaintance with
light agricultural railways grave doubts
were expressed as to the wisdom of pas-
sing the Bills. Indeed, it was quite on the
cards that the Bills would not be passed.
However, they were passed, thanks, as I
am reminded, to the goldfields members.
f' atm pleased to knorw that the statements
then made by members representing the
several agricultural districts have been
borne out to the fullest extent. This par-
titular line has almost made ends meet
for the period during which it has been
constructed, it has gone within a very
few pounds of mneeting working expenses
and interest. This speaks well indeed for
a short branch line, and is in itself suffi-
cient warrant for the extension of the
line, particularly as it is well known that
in the country east of Dumbleynug there
lies some of the finest -wheat land in the
State. It should go without saying that
if the present line is paying, a 23-mile
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extens'ioni will increase the return,, enarin-
tIusAy withloutt adding mnuch to the ex-
penises. So that if we only look at it from
that standpoint alone I do not think we
are taking any undlue risk in pasezing this
Bil!. bittas 'Mr. Clarke said, we must not
lose sight of rthe fact oif the immense
tralVec these bi-anch linies bring- to the main
lines of the State, and that is shown by
the railway returns last year. I think the
railway revenue this year is something
like £100,000 more than the estimate; that
is entirely due to the traffic on the branch
lities. This line runs in a north-easterly
direction, 23 miles from the eastern ter-
minus at flumbleyuing, and the estimated
cost is £21,000, and thle cost of rails and
fastenings £15,000. making £36,000 or an
average cost of £1,565 per mgile. If mema-
bers look at the typewritten sheets before
them they will see the figures which I
have givetn and which I tteed not repeat.
There are 110 resident occupiers, and the
aereage held by them is 70,000 acres. The
land under cultivation this year is 7,000
acres, and the land cleared 9,000 acres,
and it is estimated that there will be an
additional area to be put under cultivation
next year of 12,000 acres. The average
wheat y ield last selson was 15 bushels
per acre, oats 25 bushels, and hay 22 cwt.
The extension will serve an area of
320,000 acres, of which 56,000 have been
alienated, and 264,000 are vacant. There
are no large holdings, and the land avail-
ablea for pastoral leases totals 148,274
acres; the toftl area served by the rail-
way is 415,264 acres. This line was re-
ferred to the Railway Advisory Board,
who have reported on it favourably, and
recommended its construction. They
say-

We recommend that the Duibleyitug
line should be extended in a general
tiorlln-ensterlyv direetion for a distance
of about 23 miles. This extensiotn will
serve an arell of 3120.000 ncres, 56,000
acres oif which have heetn alienated atid
264,000 ate vacant. Within lhiq area
we estimiate that there are 190,000 acres
of land well suited for whteat producing.
The Ins~wetir of Engineering- Surveys
estimates~ the cost of this line. including
ivaten' suplyl'. at £4-0,000.

I mav repeat that the board consists of

'Ni. William Paterson, the managing
director of the Agricultural Bank, 31r.
Johnson, the Surveyor General, and these
two gentlemen are better fitted than any
other in tite State to express anl opinion
(it the mnality of tlte land; and] Mr. ,John
Muir, the other member of the board, is
qualified to give at] expression of opinion
as to the vost of the line. I beg to
MOVe-

Thaut the Bill be now red it second
lime.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East):
This line is also within the progressive
province which I have the honour to help
Mr. Piesse to represent, and I knowv the
circumstances and 1 know the capabilities
of Itat part of tite district. The part of
[be line already built has had a wonderful
success, being wibhin a fraction of meet-
ig the interest and working expenses
within at couple of years of its opening.
That is a most unusual experience in re-
gard to Ight lines of railway, and I can
confidently recommend the project to the
House.

H:on. C. A. PIESSE (South-East) : I
only want to say the reason why we are
asked in this case to give an extended
mileage, probably onl the face of it some-
what large, is that the Wagin-IDunhle-
yang railway was not taken out anything
like the distance that wve are taking out
ag-ricultural lilies to-day. The Katanning-
Nampup line will run for a distance of 38
miles; this line was only taken out 24
mniles. Since then settlement 'has gone on
much f urtiter east than this line wvill serve.
Out at Lake Grace there are residents who
will not be served by this line, and no
dout the time will come when we shall
be asked to further extend the line in that
direction so that facilities may, be given
to these people. There is no doubt as to
the need of the present extension, and I
have mnuch pleasure in recommending the
Bill to the House.

Hon. C. 'McKENZIE (South-East) : I
have much pleasure in supporting tlte
second reading of this Bill and commend-
ing the Government on their policy. The
Minister spoke about the Government go-
inur too far. but I hope they will go still
fuirthepr. We can take the figures of the
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first section of the line as a guide, and
from those there is, no doubt the line
is pretty well one at tlhe best pay-
ing railways. We may look on this
a s a good business p~ropositioni, and
although we rdo not expect these lines
to pay trami the jump, still the por-
tion of this line already built is paying, its
way. I consider there has been no loss
on the liue hecause the smnall loss;, has been
made up b- the increased trallic which
has been taken oti to the Great Southern
railway, and what is lost one way has
beeni -.ained in another. I suIpport thie ex-
tension Of the linie further, and no donbt
it w~ill he carried further still in duLe
Rourse. The Government have to be com-
mended far the forward aiid onward
policy which they are carrying out:' rail-
ways are much checaper than roads nowa-
days. and ioads cost little to build as
feeders to thCsle s1pur' lines. One has only
to o along the (hreal Southern railway to-
day ro see wheat fields pretty well all the
war, which speaks well for the country.

I aeMuch pleasure in supporting the
extension of the line.

Qunestio~n lonit and passed.
Bill readh a second time.

RAILWAY.
Serond Reading.

Trhe ('OLOMlAI SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) in mioving- the second
reading said: In introducing this Bill to
the House I mayv draw attention to the
fact that it is rather a bigger proposition
in the waiy of an agrIicultural line than is
usually placed before the House. [f mem-
bers will turn to the particulars placed
before themn thter will see that it ruins a
distance of 120 miles. I think 1Mr, Cullen
remarked at a previous sitting that it is
better that a line should he brought for-
ward in one Bill rather than in piecemeal,
so that the House may see the ultimate
destination of the line. We hare already
passed a short line which is working be-
tween Narropgin north-east to Wickepin.
This line will ruin in a north-easterly di-
rection from Wickepin to 'Merredin. and
it will couple up the line from Collie to
the goldfields railway. There will be eon-

siderable railway economies in this inns-
much as it is always better to work a
through line than a branch one. Later on,
no doubt, coal will be taken from Collie
to the golddields, and it will be easy fo)r
the railway authorities to take the trucks
returned tram the Eastern Goldfields at
Merredin and shunt themn on to this line.
TPhese trucks can then be loaded with
wheat and taken to the ports of Albany,
Bunhury. or Fremnantle, as the ease may
be, and the wheat discharged into the
ships. It will be, from a railway point
of view, a great economy and convenience.
Apart from this, however, it is built
purely as an agricultural railway. The
Qunirading line will cotiple with this line
an(d a f urther lie which we intend to
huild, the Bill for which will comne
later on, the Brookton line, will also be
coupled up. The total cost is £120,000 for
construction and £18,000 for rails and
fastenings, making a total of £6199,000.
It will be built at the present time as a
lig~ht agricultural railway with 45-pound
rails. It may he necessary at a later date
to carry heavy traffic and coal along this
line, and then the rails may be altered to
60 Pounds. The line will he built to the
standard gauge of 4ft Oin. The resident
occupiers number 655, and the aereacgze
held b-y them is .511,744 acres. The land
tinder cultivation this year is 41,877 acres,
and the land cleaved 27,325 acres, the land
ringharked being- 194,195 acres. The av-
erage yield of grauii last year was, wheat
12 to 16 bushels -per acre, and oats 24
bunshels. The total area of land within
the influence of the proposed railway is
1,567.360 acres. There are only eight
holdings within 15 miles of the line of ox, er
1,000 acres, and the land available for
pastoral leases within 15 miles of the line
is 814,000 acres. while the pastoral leases
aggr~egate 52,000 acres. The area per-
manently reserved is 8,612 acres. There
is a total area of one and a half mi llion
acres served by this line. The average
rainfall is from 10 to 12 inches at Mlerre-
din, and runs up to 18%l inches at Wicke-
pin. Water is easily conserved along the
whole of the route of the railway. The
principal timbers are white gum. axorrel,
York guim, salmon rutm, .':1w, and gimlet.
The cost of clearing per vrc is 20s. to 20s.
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a iid the east of clearing the scrub Ss. to
Ills. per acre. There are some favoured
areas served by this tine, there is the
Kumminin area and several others south
of 3lerredin. These lands are so much
sought after that there were from a dozen
applications tip to 30 for the blocks, and
they were sold at prices ranging uip to
27s. 6d. per acre for land which could
have been taken uip not long ago at 10s.
per acre. This ie, like the other railway,
has also been inspected by the advisory
board and they have reported very fay-
ourably upon it. They say-

Thie Wickepin-'Merredin line will be
about 120 miles in length and is esti-
mated by the Inspector of Engineering
Surveys to cost £1,700 -per mile, includ-
ing rails and fastenings, and allowing
for 60-pound rails and 0116 in SO grade
on account of its being a through main
line, or a total of £E204,000. We esti-
mate that this line would serve 1,463,000
acres, of which 474,000 acres have been
alienated, 92. 000 subdivided and unsold,
and 70,000 in process of survey and
subdivision. It -would open for devel-
opment such valuable areas of first-
class, land as nagin, Kumminin, Kar-
renkutten. and Babakine, and we fur-
ther estimate that it would serve ap-
proximately half a million acres of first-
class wheat land.

Imove-
Thf/t file Bill be noic read a seacond

time.

Hon. WV. M1ARWICK (East): I would
like to say a few -words in support of the
seondl reading- of this Bill. The line will
traver-,( Country which I happen to know

a oo da about. I would like for the
infor-mati-p- of hon. members, es;pecially
goldfielrt. ii embers, to say what an advan-
tageP tho constrm'elion of this line will hie.
I am pleased 14) see that the GIovernment
havP provided for 6011), rails. This line
will be a trunk line and it will open up
some of the bist whjeat lands in the gqim-
themn portion of the Eastern province.
I wotuld not niz the opportuinity' of re-
minding- the leader of the House when lie
w3, 9 icaking that there wvere -tine blocks-
of land for which there were 114, fewer
thaim 32 applicaitt- for each single bloec

iii some of these areas, namely, Kium-
minin, Kurrenkutten, and NXunagin. I
think: the arm ia,,e was about 14 applicants
for even- block of land. The whole of
the laud iii this area will be taken uip, in
fact it is taken up already and there are
anyV number of people who have been
disappointed. Those who have been dis-
appointed write to the press and find fault
with the administration of the Laud Act
just because they cannot get the land they
require in a special locality. This railway
will commend itself to the House, and I
have much pleasure in supporting the
second reading.

Quesion put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

BILL - rAMBELLUP-ONGERUP
R AILWAY.

Second Reading.
Thme COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hlon..

J. D. Connolly) in moving the second
reading said: This proposed line will
run in an easterly direction in the South-
Eastern province from Tambellup to
Ongerup. The lenigth of die line is 55
miles, and it will commence at Tambellap,
.Which is 252 miles from Perth. The esti-
mated cost of construction is £C50,000. and
the rails and fastenings £E35,000, a total
of £36,000, or £1,564 per mile. TIhe re-
sident occupiers are 114, while the popu-
lation to be served will he 350; the land
under cultivation is 14,000 acres, while the
land cleared is 17,329 aceres, and time land
ringbarked 194.000 acres. The additional
area to be put uinder cultivation nest year
will be 11,056 acres. The average yield
of grain last season per acre was, wheat
13 bushels and oats 25 buishels. The land
open for selection within 15 mile!4 of flhe
linie totals 666,965 acres, and the lanid
alienated within 15 miles of the line is
269,294 acres. The large holding-s within
15 miles of the line number eight, repre-
seating 17.000 acres5. the pastoral leases
total 20,000 acres, and the area reserved
7,515 acres;. The total area of lnd
within the infflence- of thie ptopuced rail-
way will he jrst tinder one million nc-re-4.
This line wvill serve somne exeptionall'y
fine c-ountry. which is perhaps somnewhatM
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Unknownt at the jrement time, but which
has been proved to he excellent wheat
country. I have forgotten for the moment
the name of the timber which grows at the
Ongerup eiid, but it is a krind of mallee,
which is easily cleared. The line will
serve a very large area indeed, and the
climate down there is excellent, while the
district is subject to a very good rainfall.
This line has also been reported on by
tile advisory board as follows-

We recommend the construction of a
line from Tambellup in a general north-
easterly direction to 'Ngowangerup,
then 'ce southl-easterly to the valley of
the Pallinup river, and thence north-
-easterly to the vicinity of Tarhunkenup,
near Ongerup, following approximately
the route shown on thle litho. This pro-
posed railway will have a length of
abont 55 miles, will serve 7890,000 acres
of country, 224,000 acres of which are
alienated, and 556.000 arc vacant. 'We
e.stimiate that within this area there arc
at least 420.000 acres of country well
-adapted for the growth of cereals.r We
consider that this line may at a future
,date (if circumstanees warrant it) be
extenided to Ravensthorpe, and also
may form part of a large loop to serve
fle country east of the existing end the
proposed spur lines. The Inspector of
Engineering Snrveys estimates that this
line will cost about £05,000, including
provision for wvater supply.

I miove-
That Mhe Bill loo, vou read a second

time.
Ron. J,. F. CUfLLEN (South-East):

'Thle Minister has followved tile example of
the small boy we have heard of and has
kept his best for the last.

The Colonial Secretary: Oh, 110; there
are niore yet.

Hon, . . CULLEN: At any rate, this
is one of the best oft his projects. I k-now
the country well. A few years ago I was
out at Ngzowaugerup andt ail I could find
tbere were a couple of wallabies, Now
there is. a township with two banks, and
one of the most energetic progress asso-
ciations it has ever been my lot to meet.
The members of that acasociation simply
tackled that new settlement and they are

(determined to have all the bletssings or
civilisation there, and amongst them this
railway. The Government have done well
to meet that progressive set of pioneers,
and provide means of transit to the mar-
ket. I mig-ht mention that thle objective of
this railway is really Albany, and that
that is recognised as the nearest port. I
want to say one or two things to the Mini-
ster, one is to g-et oil with the building 0E
these lines as quickly as the Government
canl, the next is not to be afraid of at-
tractiag any amount of Labour to this
State because there is plenty of room for
it, and another is to he sure that there are
plenty of trucks to carry the wheat on
the new lines nexvt season. I hope the
Minister will make a note of these matters.
I was asked this qnestion in my eleetorate
recently, and in the name of the Govern-
ment I said that next season's wheat would
he carried.

Hlon, V. McKE-NZE (South-East) : I
have much pleasure in supporting tile
second readiug of this Bill. The proposed
railway- will traverse practically new
ground, and it is about the same class of
country as is to be found in the vicinity
of the Great Southern line. There is
sonic idea of eventually carrying this
railway project to Raveuisthorpe. It will
run in that direction now and will open
up some very fine country. There is no
doubt that the line will prove a profitahle
one.

Question put anid passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL-NORTHAMPTON-AJ ANA
RAILWAY.

Second Reading.
The COLOXIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

J. D. Connolly) in moving the second
reading said: This railway is one which
will serve an entirely different part of the
State. Thle other railways which we have
dealt with this evening will serve eauntry
from Mferredin in thle noriith to Tamhellnp
in the southi. This Bill lprovides for the
extension of wvhat I suppose is the oldest
line in the State. the Oeraldton to Nor-
thamipon railway' , and the extension will
be for a dktance of over :30 mniles in the
direction of the 'MuIrclirtin River. Thk,
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line wvilL be built onl the usual gauige of
Stt. 6in., the rails will hec 4311hs. The cost
(it construction is est imated at £46,000,
rails and fastenings. £19,650, making a
total of £05,654). ort C2,ISS per mile. The
suggested line extend., in a northerly di-
rection, and en,l about seven miles, south
of the Geraldine mine. The country served
by this proposed extension of the North-
ampton line embraces all area of about
449,000 acres, of which about 110,000
acres is alienated, and 339,000 acres is
vacant; the area of first class land is ap-
proximately 170,000 acres. The rainfall
is exceptionally fine, being 21 inches. I
have not personally seen t-his part of the
country, but I have heard from those who
have selected there that the district con-
tains some of the fintest wheat laud in the
State. J remember one time discussing
this line with the late Director oif Agri-
culture, Professor Lowrie, and he gave it
as his opinion that this was some of the
finest and most profitable land in the
State. He based his calculation oni lite
fact that the land itself is very rich, that
it is situated in a latitude that enjoys an
early spring, and that there is a very fine
rainfall, so that the selector gets better
production fromt the land than if it was
further south. This line has been re-
ported on by the advisory board, and
they state as follows:-

The coutrty lying between 'North-
anmptoii and Geraldine on the Murehison
River has been carefully inspected and
due considerat-ion given to all reports,
plans, and available data, and we now
recommend that a railway line approxi-
mately 30 miles in leng-th (as shown by
a red litle oin plant herewith) should be
built. The engineering survey will, of
course. determine the actual route. The
sugges~kc'l line extends in a northerly di-
rectiort and pises between the Wundi
and Wibi arv-en. ihencee through1 Ynba
and oil to the Ajana locations, ending-
at a spont shourt seven miles south of the
Geraldine mine. The country served
by this proposed extension of the 'North-
amupton line embraces, ain area of' about
449,000 acres, of whivii about 110.000
arres is; alienated, mnd .1-9-0110 :1cre'
vacant. The area of' first vlas'4 cereal
lanid iS app~roximat~ely 170.000 acres. In

recommendling, the -.,teiisiton of this. line
for a distance ot about 310 miles the
boar'd hand in view [lie probable opening
tip (if payable mine-. in the Geraldine
iing ar-ea. and also the testing of

other lands to, twe north of the Murchi-
sonl River for ag-ronomic iPurpose Out-
side the 121,2 miles radius. The quality
(if the land north of the proposed line
is good, lint so far haa not been proved
to be suitable for the profitable grow-
inig of cereals. As estimated by Mr.
Muir, the Inspector of Engineering
Surveys. t-he cost will be £53,000; this
includes rails and fastenaings, but does
not include a railway water supply.
which must be added and will cost ap-
proximately,£5,000. The Wibli, Wundi.
Yuba, and Ajana subdivisions throughi
whichl this linle passes Should furnish
suifficient freight to make it a payable
proposition. There should also be con-
siderable numbers. of fat stock railed to
the southern markets from the M-Nurehi-
son and disti lets farther north. We
ar 'e of opinion that the early econstruc-
tion of this line is justified as it will
enable the selectors served to operate
on these lands profitably and to their
fullest extent.

Th 'at is at report that will justify the Pass-
ing Of this line without any-thing further.
I therefore move-

That thke Bill toe nowe readi a second
limte.

Hon. J. M. DREW (Central) :I tho-
roughly agrTee with the remarks made by
11r. Cullen a few minutes ago, that the
Minister has reserved his best dish for the
last. I also wish to congratulate the
Government on the success of their joint
policy of land settlement and railway Con-
strucition in Western Australia, and also
on the success of the land settlement pn1-
icyv so far as it concerns the district which
T have the honour to represent. That
policy has been pursued with great vigour
ill our district, with the result that Ger-
aldton is in a prosperous condition, land
values; have been increased, business hou1ses
have been increased, and the popiulation is
!argely augniiiiited. Only last week a
vessel arrived at the port4 to load 40.000
ba'2s oif wheat, and there are others to
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follow. The only fly in the ointment, as,
has been pointed out by other bon. mem-
bers, is the lack of trucks, and for this
there is no excuse for the Railway Depart-
muent. If the department had their lingers
onl the pulse of land settlement and agri-
cultural development in this district, they
could see that considerably more rolling
stock would be required. 1 cnn conscien-
liously support this proposition. The
district through which the line will pass is
valuable from both agricultural and min-
eral standpoints. The district has been
partially settled for over 40 years, but
not to any extent. A few years ago the
pastoral lease Of M~essrs. Grace Bros. was
resumned by the Government and thrown
open for selection. Every block was
selected, and now every block is making
progress in the direction of development.
To' show the value placed onl the land, I
'nay say that some blocks were priced as
high as 27s. Gd. per acre, hut I must ex-
plain that when the land was pieed at
that 6izure there was an undertaking- by
Ihe Government that a railway would
follow at as early a dlate as possible.
Why the railway is such an urgent neces-
sitx- is that the coun try is hilly, and it will
be impossible for settlers 25 or 30 miles
away to get their produce to the market.
When the wines were working many
years ago it took a teanm of
six horses to cart 24cwt.: that
sho-ws tile hilly c haracter of thle
country. The line will serve 440,000
acres, the area alienaMed is 110,000 acres,
and the area available 339,000 acres. As
regards the mineral value of the country,
the fact that in the early days lead and
copper had to be carted 76 miles to tier-
aldton will give an idea of the worth of
these mines. But if it were only for the
mineral rprospects T would not support
the project; we are looking- forward to
agricultural development. and it is for
that reason, principally, that T support
the construction of this railway.

Hon. WV. PATRICK (Central) : I doi
not think it is necessary for me to supple-
ment to any extent the remarks that hare

.heen made by the leader of the House
and~ my colleague in favour of this line.

TPhe fact that the advisory' board, consist-

in- of three of the ablest officers in the
State, have submitted a report in its
favour is quite sufficient to Justify the
construction of the line, even if there was
nothing else; but apart from that, I con-.
sider the Government are justified in
building railways almost everywhere.
Every liue that has been introduced since
I have been in Parliament has received
my support, whether it was an agricul-
tural line or a mining line, and I sup-
poUrted them for the reason that the con-
struction of railroads in Western Aus-
tralia is just about the same as the con-
struction of decent inacadamsed roads,
with this tremendous difference, that the
railway is a revenule producing proposi-
tion fromn tile time it is opened, while the
road is an expenditure proposition from
the time it is constructed. The results of
the agricultural railways, uip to date, as
mentioned by the leader of the House,
amplyI warrant the construction of fur-
ther lines, and in this case there is more
than ordinary justification. The line will
pass through some of the finest wheat
country in the State, and a continuous
mineral belt of between 30 and 40 miles.
It is true that the bulk of the mines are
lying idle to-day, but there is one mine
wvorkinug, 'which employs 23 men, and it
would employ 40 or 50 if the men could
be got. The opinion of the owners of
the mine is that it is one of the best lead
mines in the State at the present time.
But the wheat country, altogether apart
from mniniing, wouild justify the building
of this line, and the fadt that there are
settlers expecting it, compels the Govern-
ment to take this action. I do not intend
to take up any further timne of the House,
for good wvine needs no bush. I have much
pleasure in suporting the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 10.43 p.m.


