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rails i conneetion with this partienlar
line, and the later information to be
handed to Hansard would not be the in-
formation supplied to members. Was it
not reasonable to ask that we should have
the same information as had been afforded
in connection with other ratlways, in order
that we might exercise a check upon it.
1f the Government had agreed to give him
this information now or on the following
day the Bill would have gone through in
a quarter of an hour.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member was incorrect in his state-
ment that the map laid on the Table did
not agree with the figures supplied. He
(the Minister) had further consulted the
ma)p and found it was quite eorreet.

Clanse put and passed.

Clanse &—Power to comrpulsorily pur-
chase land within 15 wiles of the rail-
way

Mr JACOBY: Would the Government
have power to compulsorily puorchase the
whole of a large block of land only s
small portion of which was sitnated with-
in 15 miles of the line?

The Minister for Works: No land
can be compulsorily purchased which is
not within a 15 miles vadius of the line.

My. JACOBY : If that was the case it
might eonsiderably interfere with the in-
tention of the elanse. There might be a
large block of land which would be
greatlv improved by the construction of
this line, if thrown open for seleetion
zenerally, but the Government might be
able to purchase only a portion of it. He
asked the Minister to take into eonsidera-
tion the advisability of amending the
clause to zive the Government power to
purehase the whole of sueh land.

The Minister for Works: There are no
large estates near this line.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 5, 6, 7—agreed to.

Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported withont amendment.

The MINTISTER FOR TWORKS
moved—

That the report be adopted.

Mr. HOLMAN: The Bill would reqnire
further amendment, beeanse in the mar-
ginal note to Clause 4 it mave the Gox-
ernor power to eompulzorily purehase
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land “within — miles of a railway.” With
gnel a permission the Crovernment might
eonstruer n line to Cape Leeuwin.

My, Jacoby: The marginal note is not
part of the Bill

The Attorney General:
right.

Mr. SPEAKER: The elause. not the
marginal note. was read by the Chairman
of Commitiees. The marginal note is not
part of the Rill,

Question put and passed:
adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitied
to the Lerislative Couneil,

House adjouwrned at 11.35 p.m,

It will he ﬁnt

the report

Legislative Council,
Wednesday, 25th January, 1911,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION,
The COLONLIAL SECRETARY (Humn.
J. D. Connolly} moved—

That the Standing Orders relating 1o
Public Bills and the consideration of
Messages from the Legislative ilssemhiy
be suspended during the remainder of
the session so far as Iy necessary to -
able  Bills tu pass through ell  thair
stuges in one sitting and to enable M2s-
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sages to be taken into {mmediate con-
sideration,

The object of the motion was to enable
the House to deal more speedily with the
Bills at the end of the session. It was
not ta deal with any Bill that had neot
reacled almost its final stages and burry
it through, but it would save a good deal
of time in dealing particularly with mes-
sages and amendments to Bills, Tt was
the usual motion moved at the end of the
sessioll.

Hon, T. F. 0. BRIMAGE : This metion
was one members were getting used to as
the business of the session was rushed
through at the Jast moment, but there was
a zood deal of business on the Notice
Paper, and some of the measures were im-
portant and shounld be discussed. How-
ever, le trusted the Colonial Secretary
wonld give members some time for the
consideration of the Estimates.

Hon. A, L. MOSS: While not oppos-
ing the motion he hoped the Colonial
Secretary would not expeet him to con-
sent to the Roads Bill being put through
all its stages when Standing Ovders were
suspended.

The Colonial Secretary: Who proposed
such a thing?

Hon, M. L. MOSS: The Bill should nol

come to the House when for the purpose
of expediting business it was necessary
fo suspend Standing Ovders. When the
diseussion on the Bill oecupied only about
20 minutes in another place what consi-
deration was given to it there to expeet
us to put it on the statute-book practically
at the puint of the bavonet? There would
be n gond deal of obstruetion on the patt
of hon, members when the Bill was eon-
sidered if that was proposed. Muel of
the nou-debatable matter on the Nofice
Paper could be put through with the idea
of bringing the session to a conelusion,
but the Roads Bill should not be on the
Notice Paper when the end of the session
was within such measurable distance.
The COLONIAIL. SECRETARY (in
reply) :  As already mentioned, before the
hon. menmber entered the Chamber, it was
not intended to deal with a Bill like the
Roads Bill at one sitting. It was only
that when Bills reached eertain stages in

both Flouses there were muny messages,
and it would facilitate business to =us-
pend Standing Orders to deal with me:-
sages, In regard 1o the Roads Bill it was
not intended io take any undue advantage
of the motion. Members conld take as
long as they liked over the Bill. There
was no need to prorogue at any particular
time.
Question pui and passed.

BILL—PERTH MUXNICIPAL ROADS
DEDICATION.
Introduced by the COLONTAL SEC-
RETARY and read a first time,

BILL—SUPPLY, £377,000.
Read a third time and passed.

BILL—FREMANTLE HARBOUR
TRUST ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hou.
J. D. Connolly) in moving the second
reading said: This is a small Bill to am-
end the Fremantle Harhour Trust Aet of
1902, Since the Bill was passed we have
alveady had one amendment, namely. in
1906, Although a small amendment, this
is of very great importance to ihe ship-
ping at Fremantle. Clause 3, and the first
parl of Clause 4, deal with the power
of the commissioners in respect to the
removal  of eertain  gonds.  During
lnst season a quantity of wheat
was slored in the Fremantle wharf
sheds and became weevily v such
an extent that it was found necessary to
remove it. However, when the quesfion
came to be considered, it was discovered
the commissioners had no power under
the present Aet to order the removal of
the wheat or of any other goods, notwith-
standing that they were likely to eanse
damage to the remaining contents of the
shed. As a matter of faet, the commis-
sioners eould have removed it, but it wounld
have heen at their own expense. Clearly
it is desirable that any perishable goods
affected hv weevils or other parasites
should be at once removed if they are en-
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dangering other goods stored in the sheds,
In order to give the ecommissioners this
desired power it is neeessary to bring in
this amendment as contained in Claunse 3,
and the first part of Clause 4. It is all
the more important that the amendment
shonld be brought in at the present time,
because the (Government have erected

large wheat sheds, with up-to-date
handling appliances, on the north
side of the harbour, aund these
have not as wvet been used to

any great extent and, thevefore, are per-
fectly clean, Consequently it is of the ut-
most importance that weevily wheatshounld
be prevented from entering those sheds.
Clean wheat will come in laler on, and if
weevily wheat were allowed to he stored
there it would resnlt in the contamination
of the clean article and this, of course,
would be harmful to our export trade. The
Iatter part of Clause 4 is in respect to the
responsibility of accepling cargo landed
from the ships at night time. Owing to
the inter-State bill of lading there is very
little redress for merchants from the ship-
ping companies. Whilst it is sufficiently
difficult for the Harbour Trust to tally
cargo in daytime it becomes much more
diffieult whew the ship discharges at night.
Cargoes are frequenfly dischbarged in
stormy or wet weather, and in those eir-
eumstanees it is almost impossible to tally
the eargo when unloaded al night. So
diffieult is it, indeed, that the officers of
the Harbour Trust have refused to aceept
eargo discharged from the ship during the
night. In order to facilitate the sailing
of these ships requests are frequently
made thai they be allowed {u discharge at
might, and if the MHarbour Trust arve
going to take any responsibility for this
eargo they should he allowed to impose an
additional fee on the goods unloaded dur-
ing the night. This subclanse at the end
of Clause 4 provides for the imposing of
those additional charges, 1t is proposed
to put the fees so received into a fund (o
provide against claims which may he made
for the loss of any goods short tallied, or
of any zoods damaged; hecause the risk
is infinitely greater in accepting cargo at
nmight time. Those are the two prineipal
amendments. Another small amendment
is eontained in Clause 2, which gives the

[COUNCIL.]

eommissioners power to appeint and dis-
niss special constables who, within the
limit of the harbour shall exercise the
powers of duly appointed police officers,
provided that sueh special eonstables shall
not be members of a police force, and
shall be under the direciion and control
of the Harbhour Trust. It is necessary to
keep a detective constantly employed in
seeing that no pilfering goes on, and that
no eargo is broached, and in order to ren-
der that officer’s work properly effective
it is essential that he should have the full
power of a pulice constable; thal is to say,
when he eatches anybody broaching cargo
and that person refuses to give his name
the officer should have the power to arvest
the offender. This provision passed this
House on a previous oceasion in an am-
emtment of the Police Aet, but through
the lateness of the session the Bill was not
passed in another place, and consequently
the provisian did not become law. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second

time,

Hon, R. LAURIE (West): I have no
opposition to offer to the second reading
of the Bill. [ an in agreement with the
leader of the House in respeet Lo the
wharf deteetives having the power of
pulice constables; because under existing
cireumstances if the delective diseovers
anybody slealing. the only thing for the
officer to do is to follow his man uvp and
eive him in charge of a policeman. 1 al-
wayvs understond Lhere was some upposi-
tion from the (‘ommissioner of Police in
respect to Lhis matter but, apparently,
thal difficuly has been overcome. In re-
aard 1o the weevily wheal in ihe sheds, all
the rexulations the Culonial Secretary
may make will not preveni such wheat
entering Lhe sheds, although they may help
to remove it after it is there.

The (‘olonial Seeretary: [f it can be
detected before passing into the shed it
ean he prevented from woing in.

Hon. R. LAURTE : But this is speeially
to provide for its removal after it is theve.
1 venture to say even the officers of the
Harbour Trust will not be able tn detect
weevily wheat in every ease. T remember
on the oceasion the Colonial Seerelary re-
ferred to, the weevils were so bad in the
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shed that they were blowing vight across
the wharves. Qnee the weevils are in the
shed it is difficult to get them ont. I
wanl {v refer to the last paragraph of
Clause 4. giving the ecmmissioners power
to charee extra fees for cargo unloaded
after dark. It has only come within the
knowledge of the shipping people to-day
that the Government intend to give the
commissioners this power, and T was ap-
proached with the view fo securing the
adjeurnment in order that the people in-
tevested might consuli the eommission-
ers with a view to learning their
intentions. It may be said that the ship-
ping people are always looking after
their own interests; but the answer to
that is that in looking after their own
interests they are looking after the in-
terests of the shippers as well, because if
an extra fee be imposed ob the shipping
it will, of course, be added to the freight,
and may even prove profitable to the
shipping companies. To take an illus-
tration: at the Fremantle wharves every
weel several ships work from Thursday to
Saturday, putting in many hours of over-
time. Tf these fees be imposed on this
overtime work every ship-ovwner will get
to know of it, and freights will go up to
that extent, although a carzo in respect
to which this extra freight has been paid
may not be worked after dark at all. T
ask the Colonial Secretary that when in
Committee he will allow me to secure the
adjonrnment on this clanse in ovder that
the people interested may have an oppox-
tunity of seeing the commissioners and
fully understanding their intention. The
Colonial Secretary says these fees are to
be put inte & fund in order to cover in-
surance for any loss. It has been said
that so far as the Harboor Trust is con-
cerned they have very few claims to pay.
It might even be that £60 per annum
would eover the lot, and, considering the
hundreds of thousands of tons of eargo
handled during the year, this is not
much. Personally, T think that even with
the fund provided the elaims will not be
any greater, I know that at the present
time, of course, there is simply a record
made of the cargo taken into the sheds,
and this is given to the person taking it
in. Shipping companies have to deliver
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and if a shipping company does not get
a elean receipt from the Harbour Trust
there must be a claim: that is the position
af the present time, If they clear at night
and do not get a clean receipt they will
have to pay all the same. There is vue
question as to the stopping of overtime
that may not have ocemrred to the Min-
ister. Steamers arriving here on Thurs-
day with a considerable quantity of pro-
duce have to get away on Saturday. If
they stop working overtime that means
a cousiderable rise in fretehts, for if a
steamer is kept over Saturday the greater
part of the produce does not get to the
market and anvthing that is done to pre-
vent the produce getting to the market
will increase the charges, There is
another view., If aunxthing is done
to  preveut overtime at  Fremantle
it will  mean  that  vessels  will
he longer here and the (Giovern-
ment will have to increase the aecom-
modation. I intend to leave the matter
until the deputation has waited on the
eommissioners. I want an assurance that
the Colonial Secretary will allow the Rill
to stand over until those persons inter-
ested have had an opportunily of inter-
viewing the commissioners. I suppori
the second reading, reserving to myself
the vighl to amend the elause that T have
referred to, if necessary.
Question pui and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BTILL—DISTRICT FIRE BRIGADES
ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY {Hon.
J. Do Connolly) in moving the seeond
reading snid: This is a small but very
necessary amendemnt to an Aet that was
passed by Parliament last session. Tn
the District Fire Brigades Aect of 1000
members will remember it is provided that
the board is kept up by contributions
from three pavlies, three-eighths from the
insurance companies, three-eighths from
the local bodies. and two-eighths from the
Government. Representatives are elected
from the loeal bodies, while those frem the
jnsurance compaides and the Government
are nominated. By Section 43 of the
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Act it is provided that the Governor ean
exempt a certain portion of a roads board.
Take a case in point, the Perth roads
board embraces the district of Wanneroo
and the contributions are based on the
annual value of the properties in the
roads board. While protection from fire
is very necessary at Monnt Lawley it
would not be necessary for all the open
eountry around Wanneroo, therefore it is
considered unfair that the people at Wan-
nervo should pay on their valuations.
Provision was made in Section 43 that the
Governor-in-{"ouneil had power to exempt
a portion of a roads bhoard and thereby
allow the portion that is populated only
to pay, that is to say if the rate on the
whole area came lo £100 and nine-tenths
should be exempt the rate would only be
struck on the one-tenth, that is to say, on
£10 instead of £100. There are only cer-
tain roads hoards that have been taken
in and they are suburban roads boards.

Hon. 4. F. Cullen: What rule have
you adopted as to which shall come in
and which shail not. -

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: It is
proclaimed by the Governor-in-Couneil;
while you might take in the Claremont
roads board you would not lake in the
Wyndham roads board. Wherever there
is a township or settlement you first pro-
¢laim the roads hoard to come within the
jurisdietion and then restriet the houn-
dary.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Are you moing to
take power tn cut eertain areas out of
municipalities., and does that mean that
yon will inerease the amount of the eon-
tribution of the rest of the municipali-
ties?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Ves.
it will.

Hon. M. L. Moss: That is pretty rough
then,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Yes
it is, and yet it is not. That is so far a=
it relafes to a roads hoard. As far as<
municipalities are vconcerned when the
Bill was passed all were considered to he
towns. Power was piven o the Minister
or the Governor-in-Couneil to exempt a
munieipality, not wholly but in part. Tt
is a very serious matter to exempt the
whole of a munieipality but that was done
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in one or two instances, Broad Arrow,
Paddingion, Roebourne, and Cossack were
allowed to give up their position as muni-
cipalities and go baek into roads boards.
The purpose of the Bill is to apply the
same provision to municipalities as is ap-
plicable in Section 43 to roads boards.
While it is not intended to apply this
provision to a great number of munieci-
palities there are some in which the con-
tributions are pressing very heavily.

Hon, M. L. Moss: This will make it
press more heavily.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Take
the Claremont municipality, they are
asked to-day to contribufe £248 to the
Fire Brigades Board, Leederville is asked
to contribute £200, North Perth £230,
Midland Junction £175, Vietoria Park
£181, and Queen’s Park £87. Take the
case of Queen’s Park, that consists of
about three-fourths of vacant land, the
other one-fourth is comprised in settle-
ment at Canning and at Woodlupine and
it is extremely unfair that they should
pay on the whole of their area, Vietoria
Park is another instance, two-thirds of
the area consists of vacant land and the
same might be said of North Perth. One
or two of the municipalities shonld re-
ceive exemption.  These municipalities
have approached me from time to time
and asked for exemption, but it would
be soing too far and T do not think the
Government would be justified in exempt-
ing Vietoria Park from the operations of
the Fire Brigades Aet, it is too im-
portani a cenfre, and there is every jus-
tilication for the amendment to enable
suffering municipalities {o receive exemp-
tion. The other munieipalities T have
mentioned T shall bring again under the
Aet and exempt them in the same way.
Mv. Moss points out that by exempting
cerinin portiens of a municipality. and
these exemptions are not likely to extend
hevend three or fonr, the difference of
the emiribntions will he somethinr like
£300 or €400, but the {olal amount is
£26.000 or £27.000 and that is spread over
a large number of municipalities. These
are the reasons that have prompted me
in introdneing an amendment to the Fire
Brigades Aet and T hope thev will appeal
tu the members of the House.
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1lon. J. F. Cnllen: Do you now assess
for roads boards in part and for muni-
cipalities also?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No,
it does not make any difference to roads
boards at all. It allows the Governor-in-
Couneil to apply the same provisions to
munieipalities as to roads boards and very
few municipalities would have the provi-
ston applied to them. At the outside it
would not exceed four.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West]): There can
be no doubt trom the speech we have just
listened to that it will he eompetent For
the Governor-in-Council to exempt Froin
the operations of the District Fire Bri-
wades Act portions of a munieipality,

The Colonial Seeretary: He conld ex-
empt the whole of a municipality.

Hon. M. T.. MOSS: If the Bill is passed
it will enable n jrortion of a mnnicipality
lo be exempt if snch an Order-in-Couneil
is made, and I need hardly draw the al-
tention of the House to the fact that these
regulations can only be disallowed on
resolntion by both Houses of Parliament,
I' have previonsly drawn the distinetion
between our Act and the Federal Act,
which allows one House to disallow a re-
gulation. Let ns apply this Bill to Fre-
mantle, and what will affect Fremantle
will affect other places. We may have
large tracts of unimproved land in the
vicinity of a town like Fremantle and it
might be contended, perhaps not to this
Government but to some future (Govern-
ment. that a portion of Fremantle should
be exempt from the operations of the fire
brigades legistation, so that all this un-
improved area would be left ont, the re-
sult being that all those people who im-
prove their property will have to ecarry
the obligations resting on the municipaliry
both for vacant and for unimproved land,
and the result will be to increase the eon-
tribution, which the municipality will have
ta find, to these people. It is a small Bill,
but it strikes me as a very important one
indeed. The Minister should give us an
assurance that he will consent to another
clause being inserted that any regulations
shall be subject to the review of one House
of Parliament,

[118]
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The Colonial Secvetary: This is ITEH
a regulation, but an Order-in-Conneil.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: That is only goib-
bling with words, At any rate, a regulya-
tion or an Order-in-Council should become
revoked by the disallowanes by resolution
of one House, and I want the Minister
to promise that the Bill will not he taken
into Committee at once. I think the Bill is
safficiently far reaching that it will repay
every hon. member, whateyer province he
may represent. to give it some considera-
tion. [ am one of these who believe that
it is necessary to keep fire brigades going,
but that the burden should be faivly
borne by the whole of the people in tie
community, and that it should not he in
the power of any Government to in-
flict an injustice. This Government, of
voltrse, will not always be in power, The
Minister admits if this were ntilised to
any extent the effecl would be to inerease
the burden upon the municipalities that
are left in. Not only will it do that, hut
it will unduly saddle responsibility upon
improved properties in a manicipality,
if large traets are exempted, and the other
properties have to bear the burden, Per-
sonally, I want a little time to eonsider
how far this measure will take us,

Hon. J. ¥, CULLEN (South-East) : I
think Mr. Moss overlooks the faet that
the moneys the fire brigides receive are
lump  sums from each road board and
muttieipality ; they are not levied on each
allotment. It is the municipality and tie
voand board which are assessed, and theve-
fore if, by an Order—in-C‘ounc.il, the eon-
tribution of any particnlar municipality
or road board is reduced by the amount
that wonld be represented by the outlyiug
parts of the area. There eould only be a
very indireet suffering on the part of thar
municipality from its possibility of it
later on getting & fresh assessment, or
the time being, however, it is relieved.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Another assessment
would be made later.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Perhaps in 20
years.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Next year.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The Order-in-
Couneil will relieve the logal authority
and it seems a legitimate and rational nrn-
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posal.  Ancther poiut I am coneernel
about is on whbat basis it is proposed {o
make the levy. Will it be purely on the
Minister’s own knowledge?

The Colonial Secretary: The Fire Bri-
wades Board will recommend,

Hon. J. F. CULLEX: Of course we
know that the representation of road
boards on the Fire Brigades Board is a
mere form, the road boards are far away
and they have no representation. How
do the Fire Brigades Board know the econ-
ditions of a ecountry road board? It is
quite vight that some of these boards
should be exempt. I should assume it
would be necessary to have some basis on
which the eountry local authorities shonld
confer with the Fire Brigades Board and
come to a mutual arrangement as to a fire
brigade being established. I only want to
know whether there is any security for
this exemption going on until the mutual
arrangement has been made between the
local distriet and the Fire Brigades Board
as to the establishment of a brigade and
the paying of levies,

Hon, J. W. LANGSFORD (Metropoli-
tan-Suburban) : T have much pleasure in
supporting the second veading of this
measure. [ have taken part in several
deputations to the Colonial Seeretary with
rezard to the way in which the expense
connected with the District Fire Brigades
Act is being borne by the municipalities.
This measure iz in fulfilment of a partial
promise whieh the Colonial Secretary
made to the deputation. The main point
of the Bill is to exempt from iaxation
those parts of a municipality which ean-
not possibly derive any benefit from the
establishment of a fire brigade. There
are many municipalities around Perth
wheve even if they have no water supply
they are certainly far away from fire
brigade stations. In tbese places there are
no roads made and this measure proposes
to exempt those parts from taxation. I
do not gnite agree with the reading which
Mr. Moss places on the measure.

Hon. M. L. Moss: T have not yet had
the opportunity of studyving it; T do not
say that T am right.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: T take it
that the contributions to the Fire Brizades
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Board will be diminished in proportion as
the advantages are diminshed.

Hon, AL L. Moss: If you take away two
or three municipalities the other muniei-
palities must earry the burden.

Hon. J. W. LAXGSFORD: I think not
in lhese circumsiances. The amount the
Fire Brigade Board can obtain is I think
finally determined by the Minister admin-
istering this Act. They make an estimate
and it is referved to the Minister in charge
of the department and be determines
whether that estimate is a reasonable one.
I know from my own knowledge that the
Fire Brigades Board’s estimate of last
year’s expenditure was eut down by some
£8,000 or £10,000. I can ouly hope that
the Colonial Seeretary will continue his
good work in that direetion, always pro-
viding of course ihat effieiency is main-
tained.

Hon. M. L. Moss: As vou take out three
or four municipalities s¢ you inerease the
burden on those you leave in.

Hon, J. W. LANGSFORD: 1 think
the amount at the ontset would not be com-
wensurate with the relief afforded to the
struggling municipalities.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) : Personally I do nob think
that the Bill has gone far enough; I
should like to have seen the present Act
repealed altogether. It seems to me that
the public have not got that henefit out
of it which they at one time thought would
be the case. The insurance companies
have had their risks considerably reduced
and as far as one can gather they have
not reduced their rates; if anything they
have increased them, There is a matter
affecting the distriet that T am interested
in and that is that an aecount was sent in
hy the TFire Brigades Board to the road
hoard 14 days after the latter had struck
their rates, and they had no means of
zetting in any money with which to pay.
I will say that the amount sent in was
subsequently reduced after coosideration
by the Fire Brizades Board, but again it
seems to me that the service is an extrava-
gant one, and it does not appear to be ab-
solutely as it should be. For instance, I
am again in the unfortunate position, not
only in my dislriet of having 1o pay this
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yate, but I have been applied to by the
firemen to assist in purchasing their uni-
forms. One would have thought that out of
the large amount the road board had to
pay that at least it wonld have been pos-
sible to have honght uniferms for the fire-
men, With regard to the district of Vie-
toria Park, I think that it has every claim
to consideration in the matter. They bave
a very large unoccupied portion of their
distriet which cannot be served, and yet
all that distriet is rated. I gathered from
the deputation that I attended the other
day to the Colonial Seeretary that they
have in their district an engine, fire-
men and uniforms, but they have no water.
This, amongst other things, shows that we
were better off a2z we were before. I am
glad to say that the opporimity has been
taken to amend Subsection 2 of Section 43
by inserting the words “loeal authority”
instead of “municipalities.” As I have
already stated, 1 wonld have liked to see
this Bill go further and repeal the whole
Aet.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM
{North) : T would like to ask the Colonial
Secretary the question, if this Aet is
passed whether it is inlended to relieve
those persons who bave not improved
their heldmngs, at the expense of those
wheo have done so in the municipalities?

The Colonial Secretary: No.

Hon, Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: I was
moing to say that that would ereate a dan-
gerons precedent. I know of a lot of pro-
perties which are rated and assessed in
connection with the gooldfields water
scheme and from which the people do
not get any benefit, If these people are
exempted who do not improve their hold-
ings, there might be a reasonable request
made by those who are taxed.

Hon. 5. STUBBS (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban): I intend to support the second
reading of the Bill. I understand that the
expenditure in connection with the newly
formed Fire Brigades Board under the
existing Act is something between £20,000
and £30,000 a year.

The Colonial Secvetary: £26,000 a year
for the whole State.

Hon. 5. STUBBS: It scems to me an
extraordinarily large snm of money.
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The Colonial Seeretary: It used fo cost
bhetween £8,000 and £10,000 per annum
in Perth ovnly.

Hon. 8. STUBBS: A number of dis-
trivts have been called upon te contribute
towards the Fire Brigades Board but if
each district had a water supply it would
not be such a large snm. As Mr. Gawler
has pointed out, many of the districts
have no water; what is the use therefore
of sending an engine and a number of hel-
mets to a disiriet where there is no water?
The position resembles one of Gilbert &
Sullivan’s operas. In the metropolitan-
suburban area a number of the municijs-
alities and rvoad boards have been called
upon to contribute and the burden has
proved a vary heavy one; therefore T
weleome the amendment and I hope it will
receive the approval of the House.

Hon, A. G. JENKINS (Metropolitan) :
T lave mueh pleasure in supporting the
second reading. Knowing something of
ihe work which lias had to be dote by the
Fire Rrigades Board, I ean say that hon-
ourable members have no idea of the am-
ount of expense whieh the board have had
to meet by reason of the neglect of the
authorities, who formerly had the Fire
Brigades under their control, to keep
them up to a proper standard, In nearly
every fire brigade throughout the State
new lose had to be supplied; hardly one
foot of hose outside the wmetropolitan
station would have been serviceable if a
fire had broken out. The hon. Mr. Stubbs
stated that it was rather like a Gilbert &
Sullivan opera to have engines and hel-
mets supplied to places where there was
no water, but surely it was more ridien-
lous to have water and no hose with
which to carry it.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Whose fault was
that?

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: That was the
fault of those who eontrolled the fire brie-
ades. T do not think that the insurance
companies reap all the benefit out of this
expenditure, as has been stated. It is to
everybody’s advantage that we should be
protected from fire espeeially in large
country towns, and although the estimaie
was heavy last year and will be heavy
again next year, it will gradually decrease
to a lesser amount.
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Hon. J. F. Cullen: To kalf the amounc?

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: No, not quite
half the amount. The expenditure must
be large next year, because there is still a
great amount of work lo be done, but
there should@ be a considerable decrease.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILL—NARALING-YUNA RAILWAY.
Received from the Legislaiive Assembly
and read a first time.

BILL—ABORIGINES ACT AMEND-
MENT.
Returned from the Legislative Assembly
with amendments,

BILL-HEALTH.
In Commilttce.

Resumed from the previous day; Hon.
W. Kingsmill in the Chair.

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was re-
ported on Clause 252,

Clanse 252—agreed to.

Clanse 253—The Midwives’ Registra-
tion Board:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
an amendment—

That in line 2 the word “midwives”
be struck out and the word “nurses” be
inserted in lieu.

He moved this amendment becanse fur-
ther amendments to be moved later pro-
vided for the registration of general
nurses.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: The amend-
ment was very far-reaching and it was to
be hoped that the Committee would not
agree to it. The Bill when oviginally in-
troduced in another place had provided
for a nurses’ registration board. Another
plaee had strock ont that provision and
said that the proper way to deal with the
nurses was to have a separate Bill, a sep-
arate board, and separate regulations, and
to keep them apart from the midwifery
nurses, because it was recognised that they
were bwo distinet classes of nurses. In
New South Wales a Bill was on the stocks
to deal with the nurses and to give them
represenialion on the board. The objeet

[COUNCIL.]

of members should be to keep up the
standard of nursing as high as possible,
but the amendmenis proposed to the Bill
would tend to Jower the standard of nurs-
ing. Anoiher place having fully consid-
ered this matter and provided that the
provision for the registration of general
norses should be struck out, what was the
use of inserting it again? The Committee
would be wise to keep general nurses out
of the Bill

Hon, §. STUBBS: If the commitiee
would consider what the amendment
meant, they would vote against it, be-
canse it wonld have the efect of lowering
the standard of mursing.

The Colonial Secretary: There is no
standard at all at the present time.

Hon. 8. STUBBS: If this amendment
and others which the Colonial Seeretary
intended to move were carried they un-
doubtedly would have the effect of lower-
ing the status of numses.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : There
was nothing.in the Bill or the amendments
to justify the statements of the last two
speakers that he had a desire io lower the
standard of nursing. At the present time
any woman, who, perhaps, had never been
inside a hospital, eould advertise and prac-
tise as a trained nurse, and nothing could
be done to stop her; and vet, because e
proposed to insert in the Bill a provision
that a nurse should not practice midwifery
unless she had undergone a certam periad
of training, he was aceused of attempting
to reduce the standard of nursing. The
arguments of Mr. Jenkins that because
another place had made an amendment,
the Committee should not alter it was
novel, and the answer w0 that argument
was that the Couneil on two occasions had
passed this amendment which was now
before the Committee. There was no Act
in foree in any State for the registration
of nurses. He knew that the nurses de-
sired that there should be a registraiion
board, and that anybody should be wra-
hibited from practising as a nurse, without
having had a certain period of training.
That wonld he a quite unworkable state
of affairs to which he could not agree. If
a person in the country, where there were
no trained nurses available, beeame ill and
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called in somebody fo look after him, the
person called in would be liable to be
prosecuted, As Minister, it was his duty
to look after the many, and not the few.
His objeet in seeking to strike out the
word “midwives” and insert “nnrses” was
in view of other amendments he had on
the Notice Paper providiug for the regis-
tration of general nurses. These amend-
ments would provide that no registration

of general nurses should be allowed unless -

they had at least three years’ training. The
associations might fix their period of train-
ing at a higher rate, but if the amendme:r
were passed no association could fix the
peried of training at a lower rate than
three years. No doubt there was great
need in the conntry for qualified midwives.
but, while it was essential to provide a
period of training for midwives, he would
do nothing towards making the lot of the
poorer people harder. There were nont
enongh midwives to go round. Sowe
women practised midwifery to-day who
had no more right to do so than men.
The period of training in England for
midwifery nurses was six months in an
institution with 12 beds. He proposed
that the period of 12 months provided
in the Bill should be limited to six months.
It was made an offence fo praetice mid-
wifery without a certifieate, unless in enr-
tain prescribed exceptions.  Therefore,
if the amendment he propesed were not
passed. it would be an offence to practice
midwifery without 12 months’ fraining,
The only object of putting these provisions
in the Tealth Bill was to ensure hetter
serviee to the people. The great essential
in the training of midwives was eleanli-
ness; it meant nine-tenths of the training.

Hon. R. LAURIE: There was no neel
for the amendment to strike out “mid-
wives” and insert “nurses.” Tt was net
necessary, and would not aifect the Mini-
ster’s ideas in regard to midwives, or fhe
qualifications of midwives. Probably
cleanliness was 99 parts ont of 100 in the
training of midwives, but that had nothing
to do with the registration of nurses. We
should not attempt (o alter the Bill. If
we were to bave properly trained nurses.
no donbt the amendments proposed by the
Colonial Secretary would meet the ease,

but that had nothing to do with the mid-
wifery part of the Bill. No doubt the
Colonial Secretary was living 1n an atmos-
phere of professionalism, and became so
imbned with the ideas of Lis departmental
offices that his mind was warped and led
him to do things that in his cool and ecalm
momenis he would wot do. Tt was far
better to bring down a Bill later on to deal
with the nurses’ question by itself. Cer-
tainly any nurse conld praectice at pre-
sent, but she must take the eonsequences.
He would be a poor medical man who
would put an ineompetent narse in charge
of a case.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: The amendment
shenld not be earried. Lhere should be'a
separate Bill dealing with nurses. Seeing
the feeling of members, the Colonial See-
retary might withdraw the amendment.

Hen. J. M. DREW: There was no
standard of nursing, and the Government
sought to establish one by making a mini-
mum which did not prohibit anyone hold-
ing higher qualifieations. All members
approved of a high standard of nursing,
but there were many poor people who
conld not afford to pay for a high stand-
ard. As the Colonial Secretary proposed
merely to insert a minimum standard,
all seetions of the eommunity wonld be
able to secure nurses with training ranging
in accordance with their ability to pay.

Hon. Sir E. H, WITTENOOM: As the
matter seemed likely to zo to a division.
and as he was ignorant on the subject, he
intended {o support the Govermment, be-
cause he thought that the Minister bad
better eopportunities of getting informa-
tion than any other person. 7The Minister
had expert opinion at his hand, arrived af
from long experienee and high education.
There was no doubt a tendenev for one
to perhaps get warped in a partieular
direction by always being surrounded by
certain opinions, but the Minister had
such expert advice at his hand that we
could hardly do better than follow him.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: The expert ad-
viee the Minister secured was from the
head of the Medieal Department, but there
were other gentlemen in the medical pro-
fession just as competent as the head of
the Medical Depariment, and they were
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entively opposed to his opinions. Why
shonld the House be dictated to by the
head of the Medical Department? The
Minister, of course, had to be gnided by
the medical head of the department. The
Colonial Secretary had said that he (Mr.
Jenkins} had accused him of seeking to
lower the standard of nursing. One
thing certain was that the standard of
nursing could not be kept too high, and
if the Colonial Secretary was accepting the
responsibility of the amendment then it
wonld seem that be really was seeking
to reduce that standard. The conditions
in England were entirely different from
those obtaining here. In England a nurse
went into a maternity hospital, where she
saw cases every day. Theoretica) lectures
were all right, but what was required was
actual practice, more especially in regard
to midwiferv. Deputation affer deputa-
tion had waited upon the Colonial Seere-
tary upon this very subject, and the argn-
ments addueed by the deputationisis were
unanswerable. .

Hon. C. SOMMERS: As a result of
conversations with a number of medical
men he could say the feeling generally was
that the Bill was a good one and would
meet the case. Surely, then, it was inad-
visable to bring in a clanse of this des-
eription. The nurses ought to be dealt
with under a separate Bill.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
had been said that the amendment wonld
lower the standard of nursing. As a mat-
ter of faect there was no standard at all.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: We know the stan-
dard of the trained nurses, at any rate.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
was the standard eomprised in the Bill.
Boiled down it amounted to this: The
norses did not objeet to registration.
What they objected to was being put into
a Bill with midwives. They wanted a Biill
to themselves. Nurses had been excellent-
ly trained in the Perth Pnblic Hospital
and ecertificates granted to them. The
Bill provided that a certificate shonld
be panted only after at least three

vears’ training in an approved in-
stitution, and on approval by the
Board. Yet he was said to be seeking to

lower the standard of nursing. At the
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present time there was no standard, but
the Bill prescribed that no nurse could ad-
vertise herself as a trained purse unless
she had had three years training in an ap-
proved institntion. The object he had in
view was that the certificates should be
issued under an Aet of Parliament. As
to the deputations referred to, the deputa-
tionists had said that if they were given
representation on the board they wonld he
satisfied. As a matter of fact they were
to have two-fifths of that representation,
and baving gone thus far they wanted a
fresh Bill altogether. What the nurses
desired was that there should be three
vears general training, after which those
who could afford it would be free o go
away for twelve months and get a mid-
wifery certifieate. He was convinced that
a woman could train for widwifery just
as well without the general training.

Hon. R. LAURIE: In reply to the Col-
onial Seeretary’s concluding remarks he
would retort that the Colonial Secretary
need not concern himself about the so-
called desire of the nurses. With all due
respect to the Minister he had come to the
conclusion that the being present at 12
cases was not sufficient as a training for
any midwife.

Amendment put and division iaken with
the following result:—

Ayes 12
Noes 9
Majority for - . 3
AYES,
Hon. E. M. Clarke Hon., B. C. O'Brien
Hen., J. D. Connolly Hon. W. Patrick
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. T. H. Wilding
Hon. W. Marwick Sir E. H. Wittenoom
Hon, C. McKenzie Hon., €. A. Plesse
Hon. ®. D. McEenzie (Teller}.
Hobp. E. McLarty
Noes.
Hon. T. F. 0, Brimage , Hon. R. Laurle
Howp., J. F. Cullen Hon. M. L. Moss
Hon. D. G. Gawler Hon. €. Sommera

Hon. 8. Stubbs
{Teller).

Hon. V. Hamersley
Hon. A. G. Jenkine

Amendment thus passed.

On motion by the COLONIAL SE(-
RETARY <Clause 4 consequentially
amended hy the striking out of “mid-
wives” and the insertion of “nurses” in
liea.
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Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The interpreta-
tion clause would bave to be amended to
enable a definition of “matron” to be in-
serted, and he suggested as the definifion,
“a narse irr charge of a public hospital.”

Hon. M. L. Moss: There must be some
definition.

The Colonial Seeretary: Tt would be
better to have a definition, perhaps.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: It was absolutely
necessary.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Not
absolutely necessary, because matron was
a well-known term. He would note the
objection and see what should be done.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 234—Registration of midwives:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
an gmendment—

That in subclause 1 the words “hold
@ license for”? be siruck out, and “keep,
control or manage” be inserted in lieu.

This was simply an alteration of the word-
ing of the clanse.

Amendment passed.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
a forther amendment—

That in line 15 of Subclause 2 all the
words after “which” be struck out, and
“na legally qualified medical practitioner
shall be able and willing to attend, and
1o registered midwife is available” be
inserted in ligu.

Hon, C. A. PTESSE: To those persons
living ontside the five-mile radius the Bill
would be a dead letter. People In scat-
tered districts would not get any benefit
from this provision. Qualified nurses
would not go info country places outside
townships, and those who bhad any infln-
ence with the norses’ associanion shonid
endeavour to get nurses sent out into dis-
triets beyond large towns.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
proviso was inserted to benefit the people
the hon. member songht to serve. It was
hoped when we had a greater numher of
midwifery nurses the position would be
altered.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: The provise ¢on-
fained the words, “a legally qualified
medical practitioner shall be unable or un-
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willing. He did not think any medieal
man in the ecountry would be unwilling to
attend a case. These words were an insult
to the medical! profession.

Amentlment put and passed; the elause
as' amended agreed to,

Clauses 2053, 256—agreed fto.

Clause 237—Regulations for examina-
tion of midwifery nurses:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
an amendment—

That in line 2 of Subclause 1 the word
“midwives” be struck ow! and “nurses”
inserted in lieu.

Amendment passed.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
a further amendment—

That in line 3 of Subclause 2 the word
“twelpe” be struck out and “siz” in-
serted in lieu.

Six months was the maximom term that
a nurse had to scrve in England.
Amendment passed.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
a further amendment—

That in ling 3 of Subclause 2 the
words “an approved” be struck out and
“a prescribed” inserted in lieu.
Amendment passed; the

amended, agreed to.

Clauge 238— Qualification of midwifery
norses:

On motion by the COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY the clause wwas consequentially
amended by striking out “midwives” in
line 12 and inserting “nurses” in len.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: There was a
provision in the clause that if a notifiea-
tion addressed and posted fo any nurse
at her last registered address remained
undelivered for a period of one month
thaf nurse should be liable to have her
name erased from the repister. Nurses
were often away in the back-blocks for
more than a momth, The period might
be made two months. He moved a fur-
ther amendment—

That in line 711 the words “one
month” be struck out and “two months”
inserted.
Amendment passed;

amended amreed to.

Clanse 259—Publication of register:

clanse, as

the eclauge as
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On motion by the COLONTAL SEC-
RETARY the clause was eonsequentially
amended by striking out the word “mid-
wives” in line 2 and inserting “nurses” in
Yieu, and the eclause as amended was
agreed to.

Clanse 260—Removal from register:

On motion by the COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY the clanse was amended by
adding the words “shall be convicted of
a crime or misdemeanour or” after the
word “nurse” in line 1.

The CHAIRMAN: The consequential
amendments in this and the other clanses
wounld be made by the Clerk.

Clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 261 40 263—agreed to.

Clanse 264—Reports to be furnished:

Hon. 4. F. CULLEN: Subclanse 2
provided that a report should state the
name and address of the mother and
should be furnished {o the medieal officer
of Perth within 48 hours of the event.
In many eases the births took place in
localities avhich were seven days' journey
from the nearest medieal officer, and ithe
Colonial Seevetary should look into the
matter and endeavour to extend the period
of 48 hours to seven days.

The Colonial Seeretary: If the case
was attended to by other than a regis-
tered midwife it wounld not apply.

Hon. J. . Cullen: The period should
be at least a week.

The Colonial Secretary: It might be
made 96 honrs.

Hon. C. A, PIESSE: It would be wise
to amend the eclause so as to make it
compulsory for these midwifery nurses as
well as midwives to furnish reports. The
objeet would be to ascertain what was
being done.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: It might be ad-
visable to postpone the clause so as to
put it on a somewhat better basis. The
points raised by Mr. Piesse and Mr.
('wllen were both oood. It was possible
that malpractice might take place equaily
with an unregistered as with a registered
nurse. The framer of the clause had the
Perth distriet in his mind’s eye all the
time, and there should be some provision
fo tneet eases in the eountry, partienlarly
those which were any distance away. The
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ordinary midwives, whether registered or
not, should be compelled to report.

Hon. W. PATRICK: The main vhjest
of the elause was to bring before the an-
thorities as quickly as possible cases of
malpractice, as well as bo prevent that
sort of thing. He did not see how it
wonld be possible to bring that about if
the period were extended to seven davs.
Cases of that kind should be bronght for-
ward prompily. At the same time there
were parts of the country which were
so distant that 48 hours wonld not be of
much use, yei in the great majorify of
eases in the bigger towns this period
would apply.

Hon, C. A. PIESSE: There was not
the slightest doubt about it that if these
women had to report the cases they wonld
be much more ecareful.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : There
would be no objeetion fo postponing the
clanse. He moved—

That the further consideration of the
clause be postponed.

Motion passed, clause postponed.

Clause 265—Examination of school
children :

On motion by the COLONTAL SEC-
RETARY the clause was amended by
striking ont the words “local hoard of the
distriet” in line 2 of Subelause 2, and in-
serfing “local aunthority” in liew, and the
clause as amended was agreed to.

Claunses 266, 267—agreed to.

Clause 265—Model by-laws:

Hon. M. L. MOSS: This clanse con-
tained a very good provision enabling
model by-laws to be published in the
Government (azette, and any loeal au-
thority might by resolution adopt the
whole or any portion of them, That was
similar to the provision in the Muniecipal
Corporations Aet of 1906, the twelfth
schedule of which contained a model set
of regulations, but in that Aet was an-
other good provision which was not con-
tained in the Bill. Subsection 2 of See-
tion 187 read—

Whenever any of the provisions of
the twelfth schedule are adopted by any
by-law made under Section 179 of this
Act every such provision shall in all
courts be deemed 4o be within the
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powers of the council to make by-laws

under this Aet.

The object of that was that onee model
by-laws were adopted. il would never be
possible for anyone in a prosecution to
contend that the by-laws were ulira
vires. It would be of great assistance to
the health boards throughout the State
it the magistrate knew that there was in
the Health Aet a provision similar to this
in the Municipalities Aet.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
In order to give further consideration to
the suggestion of Mr. Moss, he would be
prepared to postpone the clanse. But he
first desired to move certain amendments.
He moved—

That in Une 1 of Subelause 3 the
words "“were a part of Hus Aet” be
struclh out, and the words “had beenm
passed by the local authority and duly
brought into effect as hereinafter pro-
vided” he inserted in licu,

Amendment passed.

On motion by the COLONIAL SECRE-
TARY elause further amended by strik-
ing out the proviso at the end of the
clanse.

On motion by the COLONTAL SECRE-
TARY further consideration of the clause
postponed.

Clauses 269, 270. 271—agreed to.

Clause 272— Evidence of by-laws:

The COLONTAL SECRETARY moved
an amendment—

Lhat the following words be added to
the clause :—"'and of due compliance
with all conditions necessary to bring
the same into effect, as hereinbefore
provided.”

Amendment passed.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: As this clause
seemed a suitable place for inserting an
amendment whieh he had suggested on
Clause 265 it might be wise for the Col-
onial Secretavy to also postpone this
clause.

On wotion by the COLONTAL SECRE-
TARY further consideration of the clanse
postponed.

Clause 273-—Lnlry:
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
an amendment—
That jn lne I the words @ his officers”
be struck out and “all public healih offi-
cers” be inserled in lieu.

Hon. B. C. O'BRIEN: The amendment
gave too much power to the health officers,
many of whom were not competent and
did nut exervise a great deal of discretion,

Hon. M. L. MOSS: The clause was only
intended to give the amplest power of in-
spection in respect of nuisances existing
on any premises. These powers were neces-
sary if the health anthorities were to be
able to deal with nuisances.

Hon. W. Patriek: Is the same power
in the present Act?

The Colonial Secretary: Yes.

Hon. W. PATRICK: A certain num-
ber of hours of written notice should be
given that an entry was intended, other-
wise an officer might enler a eitizen’s pri-
vate rooms at T o’cloek in the morning.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: It
was necessary to pive the officers the ful-
lest power. If an oflicer was unduiy offi-
cious he could be dealt with, but it wounld
defeat the ohject of the clause if written
notice had to be given that an officer in-
tended to visit a certain place.

Amendment put and passed.

Clause as amended agreed to.

Clausze 274—Vessels:

Hon, M. L. MOS8S: This clause was
copied from the Queensland Aet, and it
might be produetive of muceh trouble in
Fremantle. There were three hoards of
health in the Fremantle distriet, and the
clause read that unless nofice was pub-
lished in the Government Gazetle as soon
as the Ael came into force, any vessel ly-
ing within the river would be deemed to
be within the distriet of the nearest loeal
authority. Very often at Fremantle it
would be a question as to whether a ves-
sel in the harbour was lyving nearest io
Fremantle, East Fremantle, or Noril Fre-
mantle, and the question of jurisdietion
might avise where a vessel was lying on
the north side of the river. We might
gazette the harhour as being under the
confrol of the principal local anthority at
Fremantle. hut in the absence of such
notice the position might be awkward.
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The COLONIAL SLCRETARY: It
was probably provided for in the Har-
bour Trust .\et. At any rate the trouble
coutd be got vver by gazetting the barhour
in one health distriet.

Hon. R. LAURIE: It was not in the
Harvbonr Trust .Aet. Something wmust he
dune to define the controlling body.

The Colonial Seeretary: 1t will be vaz-
cited.

Clause put and passed.

(Mlauses 275 to 277-—agreed to.

Clause 278—Serviee of notice:

On motion by the COLONIAL SECR-
TARY, the word "“board” in line 7 of Sub-
clause § was struck out and “local auth-
ority or the elerk to the Commissioner, as
the case may he”” inserted in lieu, and the
+lanse as amended was agreed to.

Clauses 27%9 1o 281—agreed to.

Clause 282—Prosecation of offences:

On motion by the COLONIAL SECRE-
TARY, the word “board,” in line 1 of
Subclause 2 was struck out and “author-
ity’ inserted in lien. The clanse was also
consequentially amended and agreed to,

Clanse 283—agreed to.

Clause 284—General penalty;

On motion by the COLONTAL SECRE-
TARY, the words “against this Aet” were
inserted after “offence” in line 4, and the
elanse as amended was agreed to.

Clause 285—agreed to.

Clause 286—Recovery of penalfies:

Hon. Al L. MOSS: We should adopt
the (ommonwealth provision providing
that prosecutions under the Act should be
before stipendiary magistrates,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : It
wonld be a good practice, but it would not
be always possible to have stipendiary
magistrates, If it were possible an am-
endment could be inserted.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Theve was nothing
to prevent its being arranged for popu-
lous centres, leaving it o the Govern-
ment to proclaim that justices should
have jnvisdietion in outlying parts.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: If it

was practieable it conld be done.  He
moved an amendment—
Tint the words “an offcer of b

Commissivier or,” fn line 3 of Sub-
clanse 2 bLe struck out, and “a public
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health official or an officer of " inserted

in licu.

Amendment passed; the clanse as am-
ended agreed to,

Clanses 257 to 28%—agreed to.

Clause 290—No officer to be concernad
in contract :

On motions by the COLONIAL SBEC-
RETARY, the clanse was amended by
inserting the words “Commissioner of
publi¢ liealth or” before *publie,” in line
1, in Subelause 1; also by inserting “per-
sonally” before “concerned” in line 2;
also by striking out “Commissioner” in
line 4 and inserting “Government of the
State” in lien; also by striking out #offi-
officer, member” in line 1 of Subclause 2
and ioserting “Commissioner, official,
member” in lien, and the clause as
amended was agreed to.

Clauses 201 and 292—agreed to.

Clause 293—Liabilily of owner and ve-
enpier under requisition or order:

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Unfortunately he
had to plead guilly to having neglected
to look into this clause before. It was an
inzovation apparently copied from the
statute of New Zealand. Would not the
Minister agree to postpone it to afford
opportanity for further inguiry?

On motion by COLONLAL SECTIE-
TARY, clause postpoued.

(lause 204—agreed to.

Clanse 293—Provisions as to charge on
land or premises:

Hon. M. L. MOSS8: This also was a
new claase. In effect it put a eompul-
sory mortgage on one's property. Would
the Minister agree to postpone it!?

On motion by COLONTAL SE(RE-
TARY, clause postponcd.

Clanses 296 to 299-—agreed to.

Claunse 300—Evidence:

The COLONTAL SECRETARY moved
an amendment—

That in lUne 2 of Subclause 7 all
words after “any” be stvuck out end
“public health official or any officer of
¢ local authority” inscried.



[25 Jaxuary, 191%.]

Anmiendment passed; the clause as am-
ended agreed to.

New clause:

The COLONIAL
moved—

That the following stand ax Clause
258:—(1.) The XNurscs’ HRegistration
Bouard may male regulations providing
for the registration of nurses other than
midwifery nurses, (2.) Such regula-
tiens may provide—({a.} For the forms
in which applicaiion shall be made, and
registration shall be effected. (b} PFor
the gualification of applicants and the
appoiniment of eraminers lv ascertain
their competency. (e} For the train-
ing which applicants for registration
shall undergo before submitting them-
selves to examinalion, such {raining lo
be for e period of wot less than three
years i an approved institution. (d.)
For the suspension or cancellation of
the registration of any person convicted
of & crime or misdemeanour or found
quilty of a breach of the regulations or
of improper conduct as a nurse. (3.}
For the payment upon registration of
@ fee not exceeding five shillings. (4.)
Any person who after the commence-
ment of this Act shall claim fo be, or
represent herself to be, a ‘registered
trained nurse’ end whose name does not
appear upon the register kept in ac-
cordance with the regulations made un-
der this section, shall De guilty of an
offence against this Act.”

New clause put and passed.
New clanse:

Hon. E. M. CLARKE moved—

That the following stand as Clause
270 —Parliament may annul By-laws.
—1If either House of Parliament, with-
in thirty days next afler any regulations
or by-laws have been so laid before it,
resolves that such regulations or by-
laws ought to be anulled, the same shall,
after the date of such vesolution, be of
no effect, without prejudice to the val-
idity of anything done in the meantime
under the same.

SECRETARY

He was of opinion that the by-laws had
been made from the standpoint of the
medical men. regardless of the dairvmen
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who had te pay the piper. These by-laws
should be made not only from the stand-
point of the medical men, but alse from
that of an industry which had a jut to
contend against in Western Australia,

New clause put and passed.

I’ostponed Clause 188—Publication of
false statements concerning medieines,
eteetera;

On molions by Hon, J. F. CULLEN,
clause amended by striking out of line 2
of Subelause 1 “the defendant” and in-
serting “such person” in lien; also by
striking vat of line 9 of Subelause 1 “Act”
and inserting “division” in lien; also by
striking out of line 1 of Subelause 3 “if
any peusoh causes any statement to” and
inserting “if any statement” in lien; also
by striking out of line 12 of Subelanse 3
“Aet” and inserting “division™ in lieun;
also by striking out of line 9 of Subelause
3 “hefore” and inserting *“within three
months immediately preceding the day of”
in lien; also by striking out of line 10 of
Subelanse 3 “the defendant or defend-
ants” and ipserling “such printer., pub-
lisher, or proprietor. as the case may be”
in lien; also by striking ont of line 13
“Aet” and inserting “division” in lien;
alsa by striking out of line 11 of Suh-
clause 4 “before” and inserting ““within
the three months immediately preceding
the day on which” in lieu; also by strik-
ing ont of line 10 of Subelause 3 “the
defendant ov defendants” and inserting
“such printer, publisher, or proprietor ns
the case may be” in lien; also by siriking
out of line 13 of Subelanse 3 “Act” and
inserting “division” in lien; also by
striking gut of line 11 of Subeclause 4 “be-
fore” and inserting “within the three
months immediately preceding the dav on
which” in lien.

Clanse as amended agreed to.

Postponed Clause 192—Bvritish
macopoeia to be standard:

Hon. M. L. MOSS moved—

That the following provise be added:

“Provided that no drug or ils prepara-

tions hearing a name recognised in the

British Pharmacopoceia sold by a duly

registered pharmaccutical chemist in

the ordinary course of trade (the dis-
pensing or compounding of prescrip-
tions ercepted) shall be deemed to be

Phar-
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adulierated if it Le labelled sv as to in-

dicate jts standard of strength and

quality, and if it conforms to this lahel-

led standard.”
The Bill did not intend that the standard
of efticiency required hy the British Phar-
macopocia was to he in force any longer
in Western Australia and unless the Min-
ister had his siandard veady when the
Bill came into operation then we shonld
have all sorls of prosecutions hecanse
persons would be selling dengs which were
not up to the standard, The Minister was
unable to give an assurance thai the stan-
dard for everylhing sold in the stores had
already been prepared and it was not a
question of months but of years for the
preparation of a standard as perfeet as
that of the British Pharmacopoeia.

The Colonial Seeretary: Aeccording to
the amendment there could be no convie-
tion nnder Clanse 182.

Hou. M. T.. MOSS: If the chemists
throughout the State were compelled to
suapply, at the British Pharmacopoeia
strength, things which were nsed for or-
dinary industrial purposes, he (Mr,
Moss) was told that the prices W’Ould be
absolutely prohibitive.

The Colonial Seeretary: That did not
prevent them selling at other standards.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: It did. Tf a per-
son asked for soft soap that person would
get the ordinary commercial commodity,
but if the Committee passed Clanse 192
in the form in which it stood, then the
storekeeper would have to sell on the
standard of the British Pharmaco-
poeie. Tf blne ointroent was sold at
_the ordinary strength it was quite
obvions that it was not sold accord-
ing to the strength preseribed in
the BRBritish Pharmacopoeia, but if
Clanse 12 was passed it would be
absolutely necessary to supply np to that
standard, which was far beyond the
strength required for the purposcs for
which blne ointment was as a rule used.
The ¢ouneil of the Pharmaceutieal Society
of Western Australia had expressed their
views to the Minister and the Minister
had admitted candidly that he was a long

way from the enmpletion of a standard:

of eommodities, but there was no need
to penalise people who were selling eom-
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modities of a strengih and quality to sut
the purposes for which the commedities
were used.

Hon, W. PATRICK: The amendment
was rather a dangerous one. The faet
that it would lake a long time to prepare
a new standard showed that we should be
bound by a well-known standard. We
had to protect the public and until we
had an Australian standard we should
leave the law a= it stood,

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Mr. Moss had
put his finger on a real diffienlty and
there should be some provision to meet if,
but he did not like the amendment for it
was putting the Parliamentary imprima-
tur upon what was known as substitution
in trade, giving a person something “just
as good.” The amendment was very art-
fully drawn. For Parliament to pass
that ingenious clause of letting a chemist
take well-known names and selling some-
thing very different under them would be
very wrong. The amendment wanted a
safeguard.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: The Britisk Phar-
macopoeia provided that Spanish sherry
might be sold as medicinal wine. 1In
Australin, however, it was customary to
use Australian wine for medicinal pur-
poses.

Hon. W. Patrick: It may be altered in
24 hours.

Hon. M. L. MOSS8: Yes, if the stand-
ard happened to be ready. That being
the case the chemist wounld use Austra-
lian wine in the place of Spanish sherry,
and he would be liable to prosecution for
having sold what was not in accordance
with the standard. How would the Min-
ister meet such a matter until the stand-
ard was fixed?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: With
vegard to the standard, after all, the hon.
member had only quoted one or two small
instances.

Hon. M. L. Moss: T am not a walking
Fneyelopedia.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Ii
wounld not take many hours to fix the
standard to cover all the defeets the hon.
member bad mentioned, or even 10 times
as many. If the amendment was adopted
it would nullify Clanse 182, which pro-
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vided for the sale of pure drugs. The
amendment wonld afford no protection.

Hon. M. L. Moss: What would you do
about medicingl wines !

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: That
was a very small matier, and after all,
perhaps Australian sherry might not be
fit to be sold as a medicinal wine.

Hon. M. L. MOS8: There were no
standards prepared, and they ecould net
be prepared in a week or two.

The Colonial Secretary: It has to be
remembered that ihe Aet will not eome
into force for six months,

Hon. M. L. MOS8: Unless we had the
standards in a forward condition, he ven-
tured to say they eould not be prepared
inside 1S months.

Amendment put and unegatived; the
clause as amended agreed to.

Progress reported.

BILL — KATANNING-NAMPUP
RATLWAY.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D, Connolly) in moving the second
reading said: There are a number of
railway Bills very similar in character
whieh hon. members will see on the Notice
Paper. These five measures will serve
the same character of country, that is
wheat growing country. I think, pechaps,
in introducing this railway to the House
it might be of interest to hon. members
if T were to give some information with
regard to the growth of these railways,
and also with regard to the development
of the agricultnral districts through which
they have been constructed. The inita-
tion of this policy of building light rail-
ways by the present Government has un-
doubtedly served to increase the acreage
nnder crop. If we take the last 10 years
we find that in 1900 there were 201,000
acres nunder crop, which produced 774,000
bushels of wheat, 86,000 bushels of oats,
and 103,000 tons of hay. In the next
period, 1903, the acreage had increased
to 364,000, while the wheat production
had gone up from 774,000 to over two
million bushels, and the production of oats
had increased to 226,000 bushels, while
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the tonnage of hay had gone up to 113,000,
Again, in the next five years, the period
ended last year, the enltivation had ad-
vanced to 722,000 acres, and we produced
wheat to the extent of 315 million bushels,
oats to the extent of 1'% million bushels,
and 200,000 tons of bay, With regard to
the imports and exports of produce, we
also find a, very gratifying inecrease. In
1900 we imported produce of the value
of £209,000, and we exported fo the ex-
tent of £581. TIn 1905 the imporis in-
creased to £341,000, wlile exports in-
ereased to £8,000. In 1909 the imperts
decreased to £236,000, while the exports
inereased to £139.000, as against £381 nine
vears before. Xor the first ten months of
last  year Lhe imports amounted to
£139.000, and the exports had inereased
to £419,000. This is undoubtedly due to
a great extent, in fact almost entirely, to
the system of building light agricultural
railways in the agrieultural ecentres. It
shows, too, that while the State and Pax-
limment have done a great deal for agri-
culture in the way I have mentioned, these
figures indicate that agrieulture has done
a good deal for the State. In former
years there has been much fear expressed
not only in Parliament but also outside
Partiament, that the Government were go-
ing too fast in this policy of building de-
velopmental lines. Figures contained in
the. last report of the Commissioner of
Railways show that there is nothing to
fear in that direction, for althongh we
have been c¢onstructing railways at a
rapid rate the growth of the
railway system has not been ex-
ceeding the growth of population.
In the year ended 30th June, 1900,
we liad a mile of railway to every 127 of
population. The capital invested in rail-
ways per head of population was £40;
the expenditure per head of population,
£3; the passengers per head of population
36.15, and the goods per head of popula-
tion 8.03. In 1905 there was one mile of
railway to every 152 of population. The
capital per head of population was still
£40; the expenditure per head of popula-
tion had risen to £5 13s.; the nnmber of
passengers per head of population had in-
creased to 48.59, and the goods to 10.02.
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At the 30th June of last year we had a
mile of railway to every 130 of population
as against 152 five vears ago; the capital
invested per head of population bad
sliehtly risen, being £41; the expenditure
jrer  head of population had fallen to
£3.94: the passengers were 47.34, and
avods, 8.89. These figures show that we
are not going too fast, and that by the
building of these railways we are simply
keeping in touch with the growth of popu-
lation. Whilst I apree that there is a
danger in gzoing touv fast, these fgunres
clearly indicate ihat that has not been
the case, It has frequently been siated in
this House that these agriculiural lines
will not pay, but if we take the 10
aerienltural lines which Thave heen
constructed by this Government during
the last four or five years, we find only a
very small loss on their operations. - The
Goomalling-Dowerin line during last year
cost £2,028 for working expenses; the
interest was £796, making a total cost of
£2825, whilst tlie earnings were £3,793,
showing a profit of £9G8. The Donny-
hrook-Bovup line cost for working ex-
penses £4,632; the interest was £3,019,
total £7,765; whilst the earnings were
£9.628, again showing a profit of £976.
The Greenhills-Quairading line also made
a profit of £923, whilst the Katanning-
Kojonup line showed a loss of £1,528.
Taking the whole 10 lines, those I have
alveadv mentioned and the Narrogin-
Wiekepin., Pinjarra-Dwellingup, Torbay-
Denmark, Toodyay-Bolgart, Wagin-Dum-
blexung, and Wounerup-Naonnup lines—I
might mention that the Pinjarra-Dwel-
lingup line was only open for six months,
and the . Toodyay-Bolgart line for four
months — their gross earnings were
£3),118, and the gross working expenses
£€20.855, showing a balance of earnibgs
over worling expenses of £9,263. The in-
terest totalled £13.876, so that there was
a net loss an the 10 lines of £4,613. This
resull so early in the history of these lines,
most of which have been working only
within the last two years, is very prati-
fving indeed. Tt shows that they are
eaing to be paying propositions in the
fuiure. Not even the most sanguine of
u~ expecled that these lines were going
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to pay steaight away. These lines had to
be built before the land conld be brought
under cultivation, because previously it
eost so much to get the produce to wmae-
ket. Then, after the lines were built, the
people were ouly beginning to elear and
cultivate their lands, and as hon. members
know, for the first year or two it is im-
possible for the average setller to get more
than 10 per cent. of his land under culti-
vation: so that up to date these lines have
been receiving only a small percentage
of the fraffic which they will ulimately
get. But the fact that they are showing
a profit over working expenses. and that
the earnings are only slightly below work-
ing expenses and interest, augurs very
well for the success of these lines in ihe
future. Of course, that is only looking
at the railways as a business proposition
calenlated by themselves, but we cannot
close our eyes to the fact that there must
have been in addition a big gain to the
State, and that gain should be taken into
consideration svhen caleulating the results
of these railways. Bnt, even apart from
the indirect henefit to the State, I say
again that it is most gratifying to know
that in so short a time these lines show
a profit over working expenses. I have
just made these few general remarks be-
cause there are a number of these develop-
mental lines on the Notice Paper, and a
number of others to come before the
House later, and I thought it was due to
hon. members that they should have some
indication as to the working of the lines
whieh they have passed during the last
three or four years. I think that the re-
sults are an encouragement to hon. mem-
bers to continue the policy which this
Government inazugurated in the bnilding
of these light railways. The line under
discussion is one from Katanning to Nam-
pup, and hon. members will find hefore
them in the printed sheets particulars as
to the length of line, cost, weight of rails,
eteetera, whilst plans will be placed on
the Table so that hon. members may see
exactly the direetion which the line will
take. This line runs in an easterly direc-
tion from Katauning for a distance of 38
miles to Nampup. The zange is the usual
3ft. Gin.. the same as in all these lines,
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and the rails are 43lb. The construction
15 estimated to cost £37,000; rails and
fastenings £25,000, making a total of
£62,000, or an average of £1,631 per mile.
The area to be served by this line is
525,000 acres. OF this there is alienated
170,000 aeres, whilst there is still vacant
365,000 aeres. Tt is estimated that there
is 260,000 acres of this half-million aeres
fit for wheat. The resident occupiers now
nnrober 130, holding 110,000 acres. There
is estimated to be under cultivation at the
present time 13,000 acres, cleared another
18,000 acres, and vingbarked 33,300 acres.
The sheep land adjacent to the railway is
about 7,000 aeres, whilst the average
wheat yield for the district for the last
Yyear was 13 bushels. Clearing in mest
parts of «this avea is light, being estimated
to cost from 13s. to 23s. per acre. The
anpual rainfall is 20 inches. There are no
_pastoral leases in this portion of the
SBtale, and therefore there will be no es-
tates to resume. The Lands Depariment
reports that this line will tap a magnifi-
cent wheat belt running from Lime Lake,
and traced onwards to Lake Dumbleyung,
thence to Bulloeck Hills across the Cob-
linine River to Coomelbirrup, following
the river up to L.ake Ewlymartup, thence
to Broomehill and right on to the Salt
River towards Ravensthorpe; returning
to Coomelbirrup we find the same rich
belt continued on to Dyliabing, Warrnami-
nap, Rockwell, Badgebup, Yellanup, Nam-
pup, and Coorenup. It is certain that
rich bells occur right on to the Eastern
Goldfields, and it is possible that further
extension may result later. As hon. mem-

bers know, some time ago the Government

appointed an advisory board to inquire
into and report on all these lines before
they were submitted to Parliament. I
have here the reports of the board. They
have in all instances been published, but,
in order to refresh hon. members’ minds,
I will read an extract dealing with this
line—

We recommend the conmsiruction of
this railway following generally the line
surveyed from Katanning and terminat-
ing at Nampup, a distance of about 3%
miles.
525,000 acres, 170,000 aeres of which
is alienated and 365,000 acres is vacant.

This line will serve an area of .
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Within this arvea we estimate there is

260,000 acres of wheat lands. The in-

spector of Engineering surveys esti-

mates that this line will cost £64,000.

ineluding provision for water supply.
The members of the board when that re-
port was written were My, Williama Pat-
erson, Mr, Harry F. Johnson {(the Su»-
veyor (eneral), and Me. Jobhn Muir,
These gentlemen are very well known,
and they all tend to err on the side of
safety. They report in favour of the
line, and that in itself is sufficient evi-
dence to warrant the House in agreeing
to this railway. I beg to move—

That the Bill he now read a second
time.

Hon. J. ¥, CULLEN ({South-East) :
There is no need to delay the House after
the lueid and vonfident speech of the Coloe-
nial Seererary; but inasmueh as I have the
pleasure of residing where the line is to
be started, [ want lo say that T can fully
eonlirm all the favourable reports the
Minister has rveferred to. The line is
amply warranted. It will open up splen-
did country, part of which is all ready
settled by some of the finest pioneers the
country possess, and all of which will very
soon be occupied. T am sure the House
would do well fo authorise the construc-
tion of this railway.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM
(Narth) : I do not think the greatest eun-
emies of the Government can aceuse ihem
of any want of temerity in bringing for-
ward a raillway policy; and I think the
railway policy which produces all these
lines shows that the Government have the
greatest confidence in the future; but in
potting down these lines and inducing
settlers to go to these distriets, the Gov-
ernment take vpon themselves a great
responsibility, a responsibility which I Jdo
not think they always realise. What 1
mean to infer is that building railways
and inducing settlers to go on the land
brings about such an extreme shortage ot
trueks that no one can do any business
One ecan go to any part of Western Aus-
traiia af the present moment and the com-
plaint is want of trucks. The day before
yesterday a boat at Geraldton was loading
for London, taking 10,000 bags of wheat.
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Every truck was in use; and as no wheat
can be dumped on the jetty, the wheat is
undoaded in the yards, and there it has to
remain wntil it can be reloaded again. It
is the greatest diffienlty in that portion of
the State to get trueks unless one gives
almost a week's noiie. In affirming the
policy of the Government and approving
the second reading speech so admirably
made by the leader of the House, T only
desire to point out that I hope he will
mention to the Railway Uepartment or
the Minister the great need there is for
rolling stock in the way of irucks, and the
need there is for having a suflicient num-
ber provided. I have mueh pleasure in
supporting the second reading.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE (South-ilast):
This line should have been built at the
time the Wagin-Dumbleyung line was
built, The Government have not so much
induced the people to go tn the distriet
on the promise of a railway, but the peo-
ple who have gone there have indueed the
Government to build the railway, They
are now getting their reward of success
after two or three vears of asking for the
line. The success of the Dumbleyung line
is vemarkable, Tt may not show as fully
paying; I bave never said these lines
wonld do so until they are established six
or seven years; but my words on the oeca-
sion of the passing of the Dumbleyung
Bill have come true. The line has not
paid from the jump. but it is improving
every year. It is the same with other
lines. In a few years they should become
payable propositions, The people in this
district have waited long and patiently for
this line, and T am glad at last they are
to have it. As T have said before, it is
a locality which shonld have been served
with & railway at the time the Wagin-
Dumbleyung line was built.

Hon. E. McLARTY (South-West): Tt
gives me pleasure to support this
Bill as any other agricultural railway Bili,
but what T desire to emphasise most is
the very gratifying statement from the
Leader of the House as to the result of the
ten lines that we have construcled. T am
sure that the most sangnine could hardly
bave anticipated that in such a short time
there would have heen sneh exeellent te-
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sults, The Pinjarra-Marrinnp line in my
own distriet has ouly just commenced L
work, but I can assure members that
the future there will be greal difficulty in
geiting the stutf away as fast as it i-
twrned out. Of eonrse it is a timber line.
There are new mills going up, and addi-
tional men are being employed, I believe
there are 600 or 700 men_  and these with
their wives and families make a popula-
tionn of about one thousand who have gone
there in the last few months, where there
was not one person hefore the line was
built. As the Minister says, it will take
some considerable time to get the land
developed along these agrienltural lines
and brought inlo eultivation, but [ think
the results we have heard this evening
are most gratifying to the House and the
eountry generaliy. 1 agree with Sir Ed-
ward Wiftenoom that the Railway Depart-
ment shonld be up and doing in regard io
rolling stock. The inconvenience he has
referred to is one 1 experience every week.
I am not engaged in the wheat trade, but
I am in the stock trade very largely, and
I have frenquently to wait three days before
I can get a truck. I know theve is the
greatest inconvenienece experienced all over
the State. 1 asked some questions in re-
gard to rolling stock some time ago, and
[ was swrprised beyond all measure to
learn that the department were in a posi-
tion to meet all requirements if they gol
sufficient notice. I do not know what they
eall sufficient notice. I have frequently had
to wait three days to gel a truck to send
my stock away. T do not think that should
be the case, I was also somewhat sur-
prised to find in answer to one of my
guestions that during the last twelve
months nol ove single stoek wagon had
heen added by the department, and that
some paltry 24 or 25 were in the conrse
of construction that year. It seems lo me
the department are not alive to the re-
quiremenis of the State. At the rate at
which we are constructing railways, a
great effort will have to be made or there
will be a complete block for want of
trueks. Althongh T have great pleasure
in supporiing the Rill, at the same time
I am bound to say we ave going on with

a rapid rate, This railway construction
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seems to have taken on, and we are pass-
ing Bills as soon as they come down, The
aggregate mileage of the lines now before
us and those that are to come before us
during the next few days will mean a
considerable distance, and it is just a
nuestion whether we are not doing tov
mnch at one time. If we are to put the
construetion of all these lines into opera-
ion it will mean an enormous amount of
labour for the time being and will take
an enormous amount of sleepers. I do
not say the lines are not justified, but it
i3 just a question whether we should
construet o number of railways all at
one time or whether they should not be
extended over a longer period.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

BILL—QUAIRADING-NUNAJIN
RAILWAY.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) in moving the second
reading said: Tt is not neeessary for
me to speak at any length on this parti-
cular Bill, becanse after all we must be
largely guided by the official reports. The
information I gave the House a little
while ago in introducing another Bill
proves that in the past by being guided
in this way the Goveroment have not
erred. They have built lines which have
not only opened up the country but have
proved pavable propoesitions. This is one
of a gronp of railways which opens up
a portion of the country east of the Great
Southern Railway to the sonth of Northam
and York, and the north of Narrogin. The
length of the line is about fifty miles.
Tt commences at Quairading, a point 123
miles from Perth, and it runs in an east-
erly diveetion, It will eouple up with the
Wickepin-Merredin line, the Bill for the
construction of which is on the Notice
Paper. The Wickepin-Merredin line runs
north-east from Wickepin, and this line.
the Quairading-Nunajin, junctions with it
about half-way between Wickepin and
Merredin. The line will be built of the
usaal standard gauge with 46lb. rails.
The sleepers will be fi. 6in. by 8in. by
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din, The grade is one in 40, and the cost
of construction is estimated at £41,000,
rails and fastenings £33,000, making a
total of £74,000, ov £1,450 per mile. It
is not so extensive a line as that the House
has already agreed to on the second read-
ing, and the area served by it will be of
a slightly less extent. It will be 433,000
acres, of which 239,000 acres have been
alienated, and it will inelude 209,000
acrves of first-class wheat land. The route
has been sketclied zomewhat nearer to the
Goidfields line than 25 miles, becanse the
bulk of the goad land lies to the north,
and it will improve the facilities
for settlement on the Jennaberring and
Kwollyinn areas. The advisory board vre-
pori—

We beg to report on the question of
railway extension to open up the coun-
tey lying between the Eastern Gold-
fields Railway and the Great Southern
Railway and extending east approxi-
mately to the longitude of Merredin
and south to the latitude of Narrogin.
We are satisfied that there are large
tracts of first-class land suitable for
wheat growing within this area, which
cannot possibly be exploited without
railway facilities, and we suggest the
accompanying scheme of railway ex-
tension to meet the case.

The railways they consider in this group
are the Quairading-Nunajin, Brookten-
Kunjinn, and the Wickepin-Merredin.
They go on to say—

In this scheme suggested we have not
altogether succeeded in defining routes
so that no selection shall be further
than 121% or 13 miles from a railway
line, for the reason that the existing
lines and espeeially existing spur lines
have not been laid down as units of a
broad comprehensive scheme, and it is
consequently the more diffiealt to eon-
pect them up in aecordance with this
limit of 23 miles. We have considered
the Wickepin-Merredin line as the back-
bone of this scheme of extension as it
is likely to become a line of importance
for through traffic of coai, timber, fruit,
potatoes, and other produce from the
South-West to the Eastern Goldfields,
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seeingy its construction would shorten

the distance by more than 30 miles.
In regard to this particular line
say—

Quairading  extension casiwarid to
junetion with proposed Wickepin-Jer-
redin line (colouwred orange uvn the
plan) 49 miles, is estimafed to cost
£73,000 including rails and fastenings.
The arvea served by this line would be
433,000 acres, of which 259,000 have
been alienated, and would include 200,-
000 acres of first ¢lass wheat land, This
route has been sketched somewhat
pearer to the goldfields line than 23
miles because the bulk of the goud
land lies to the north and the proposed
route will improve facilities for settlers
on the Jennaberring and Kwellynn
Areas.

As I have already stated, the par-
ticulars are before hon. members as fo
the cost and the area to be served. The
great bulk of the land on this railway is
already selected and a large quantity of
it under cultivation. 1 have every confi-
dence in recommending the line to the
House. I move—

tney

That the Bill he now read u second
time,

Hon. W. MARWICK (East): I would
like to say a few words in sapport of the
second veading of the Bill. This is a line
running into 2 district with which I hap-
pen to be personally aeguainted. This
Nunajin is a very old settled district; a
brother-in-law of mine settled at Nunajin
34 years ago. They established a farm,
the furthest east at that time, and I know
they made a real snecess of it. They grew
crops up to 2 tons per aere, and there was
no fertiliser in those days. There are hun-
dreds of thousands of acres of land right
through that belt, which is equal to any
of our lands for wheat produetion, The
men whoe went there 34 years ago had a
eouple of hundred sheep, but after a few
years there, through baving no railway
facilities, they had to abandon the farm
becanse they could not et to a market.
Now the same land has heen all taken up
again and, I think. 2 ood deal of il on
the advire of those peuple who made such
a suecess in the first place. I know a good

[COUNCIL.]

wmany pevpie are dobious about building
these railways so far eastwards, but I can
assure hon. members we are within a safe
rainfall as far as Nunajin at least. I
would Hke to say a few words in «#om-
firmation of the vemarks made by Hir
Edward Wiitenaom and Mr, MeLarty in
reference to the truck ditliculty. I realise
the Government are doing the correct
thing in building these agrienltural rail-
ways; al ihe same timwe I would like to
call the attention of the leader of the
House to the necessiy for keeping pace
with railway eonstruction by the increased
construciton of rolling stock. We know
our gistricts have ereat diffienlties in this
regard, and these difliculties have existed
for two or three years past, Had we had
the same yields this year as we had last
vear, with our inereased area nnder ecul-
tivation, it would have been simply im-
possible to handle the harvest. T thought
last year's experience would have heen
sufficient for the Government and that
they wonid have taken warning and pro-
vided better faciliies for this year. At
the present time I have several hundred
bags of wheat at a siding; it has been
there unprotected for over a week. T
contracted with a man to cart it into the
siding and put it on trucks. He carted it
in but he ecould not get the trucks; they
have not yet been supplied. Sir Edward
Wittenoom said that one could npot get
trucks under a week’s notfice. I cannot
get them at a fortnight’s notice. Tn York
I had the same experience last week., 1
ordered trucks on Thursday, and they had

not heen supplied yesterday morn-
ing. Thbat was actwally in the
town of York. I hope the leader
of the House will uarge on the

Government the necessity for construct-
ing a large number of trucks in order
that the harvest may be expeditionsly
handled. I am pleased to see we have a
Government with sufficient confidenee in
our country to push railways even in ad-
vance of settlement, and I shall always he
zlad to support them in the earrving out
of that poliey.

Hon, E. M. CLARKE (South-West):
When it comes to the expenditure of such
immense sums for railway purposes it is
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fitting that hon. members should express:

their appreciation or disapproval of such
expenditure. For many years past my
own ideas have been that we have gone
out into a somewhat dangerous rainfall,
buot T am pleased to see that our earlier
doubts in this respect have proved to be
groundless.
do not think the Minister, in speaking of
the success of these railways, gave them
all the eredit due to them. I did not hear
him in any way indicate the volume of
traffie they are bringing to the trunk line.
[ have said all along if we were Dot to get
10 miles of railway until we were assured
that railway was going to pay from the
Jump, we wonld never have another line
constructed. It is obvious that there
must be a terminus fo each railway, and
that eaeh individual mile of the railway
cannot be expected to pay. I had my
dounbts about the construetion, abont the
expenditure of suoch enormons sums of
money, but I am pleased to hear from
the Minister that these railways are, so to
speak, an assured suceess. I have never
yet opposed the construction of any rail-
way, though I have raised my voice on
the side of caution. T am only too pleased
to say the raillway poliey of the last
two (lovernments has had my hearty ap-
proval, and T hold the Minister put it
very mildly when be stated that the
amount of loss on these spur lines was
trifling. He omitted to refer to the im-
mense amount of traffic brought to the
trunk lines by these spur lines.

Hon. T. H. WILDING (East): I have
pleasure in supporting the Bill before the
House. 1 think the Government ave to be
congratulated on continuing this policy of
building agricultural railways thronghout
the State. We have large traets of ex-
cellent land sunitable for the growing of
cereals, and it is pleasing to see that the
Government are pushing these lines out
throngh these districts. One thing that
strikes me is that, whereas in the past we
were led to helieve these light lines could
be built for £1,000 or £1,100 per mile, the
price per mile seems to be steadily going
up, notwithstanding that many of the lines
run throogh level eountry devoid of en-
gineering difficulties.

1 want to say right away I~
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Hon. W, Pairick: The material has
gone up.

Hon, T. H, WILDING: At the same
time I think the cost of econstruction
should be kept down as much as possible.
However, it is with pleasure that T sup-
port the second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

BILL—-WAGIN-DUMBLEYUNG RATL-
WAY EXTENSION.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D, Connolly) in moving the second
reading said: This Bill contemplates the
extension of the Wagin-Dumbleyung rail-
way a distance of 23 miles in a north-
easterly direetion. This line was one of
the first of the light agricultural railways.
It will be remembered that some six years
ago three Bills were passed providing for
the construetion of the Wagin-Dumble-
yung, Katanning-Kojonup, and Goomal-
ling-Dowerin agricultural railways. Those
Bills were introduced by the predecessors
of the present Government, under Sir
Hector Rason. I remember very well
whepn the Bills were brought down by the
then leader of the House, Mr. Kingsmill,
that being our first acquaintavee with
light agrienltural railways grave doubts
were expressed as to the wisdom of pas-
sing the Bills. Indeed, it was quite on the
eards that the Bills would not be passed.
Howerer, they were passed, thanks, as I
am reminded, to the goldfields members.
T am pleased to know that the statements
then made by members representing the
several agricultural districts have been
borne out to the fullest extent. This par-
ticular line has almost made ends meet
for the period during which it has been
constructed; it has gone within a very
few pounds of meeting working expenses
and interest. This speaks well indeed for
a short branch line, and is in itself sufli-
cient warrant for the extension of the
line, particularly as it is well known that
in the country east of Dumbleyung there
lies some of the finest wheat land in the
State. It should go without saying that
if the present line is paying, a 23-mile
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estension will inerease the retwims enuvin-
vusly withont adding much to the ex-
penses.  So that if we only loek at it from
that standpoint alone I do not think we
are taking any undue risk in passing this
Bill. but/as Mr. Clarke said, we must not
lose sight of the faet of the immense
trafte these hranch lines bring to the main
lines of the State, and that is shown by
the ratlway returns last year. I think the
railway reveuue this year is something
like £100,000 more than the estimate; that
is entirely due to the traffic on the branch
lines. This line Tuns in a north-easterly
direction, 23 miles from the eastern ter-
minus at Dembleyung, and the estimated
cost is €21,000, and the cost of rails and
fastenings £15.000. making £36,000 or an
average cost of £1,505 per mile. Tf mem-
bers look at the typewritten sheets hefore
" them they will see the figures which I
have given and which T need not repeat.
There are 110 resident ocenpiers, and the
acreage held by them is 70,000 acres. The
land under ecoltivation this year is 7,000
acres, and the land cleared 9,000 acres,
and it is estimated that there will be an
additional area to be put under cultivation
next vear of 12,000 acres. The average
wheat vield last sepson was 15 bushels
per acre, oats 25 bushels, and hay 22 ewt.
The exfension will serve an area of
320,000 acres, of which 56,000 have heen
alienated, and 264,000 are vacant. There
are no large holdings, and the land avail-
able for pastoral leases totals 148,274
aeres: the total area served by the rail-
way 15 415,264 aeres. This line was re-
ferred to the Railway Advisory Board,
who have reported on it favourably, and
recommended its eonstruction. They
say—

We recommend that the Dumbleyung
line should he exiended in a general
norili-easterly direction for a distance
of about 23 miles. This extension will
serve an area of 320,000 acres, 56,000
acres of which have heen alienated and
264,000 ave vaeant. Within this area
we estimate that there ave 190.00{ acres
of land well suifed for wheat producing.
The Inspector of Encineering Snrveys
estimates the cast of this line, ineluding
water supjply. at €30,000.

I may repeat that the board eonsists of
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Mr. Wilham Paterson, the managing
director of the Agrienltural Bank, Mr.
Johnson, the Swrveyor General, and these
two gentlemen are better fitted than any
other in the State to express an opinton
an the ouality of the land; and Mr. Jolin
Muir, the other member of the board, is
qualified to give an expression of opinion
as to the ecost of the line. I beg 1o
moyeg—
That the Bill be now read « second
time,

Hon. J. ¥. CULLEN (South-East):
Flns Jine is also within the progressive
provinee which I have the hononr to help
Mr. Piesse to represent, and I know the
cirenmstances and 1 know the eapabilities
of that part of the distriet. The part of
the line already bnill has had a wonderful
suecess, being wibhin a fraction of meet-
ing the interest and working expenses
within a ecouple of vears of its opening.
That is a most unusual experience in re-
gard to light lines of railway, and I can
confidently recommend the project to the
House.

Hon., . A. PIESSE (South-East): I
only want to say the reason why we are
asked in this ense to give an extended
mileage, probably on the face of it some-
what large, is that the Wagin-Dumble-
yung railway was not taken out anything
like the distanece that we are taking out
agricultural lines to-day. The Katanning-
Nampup line will run for a distance of 38
miles; this line was only taken out 24
miles, Since then settlement has gone on
much further east than this line will serve.
Qut at Lake Grace there are residents who
will not be served by this line, and no
doubl the time will come when we shall
be asked to further extend the line in that
direction so that facilities may be given
tn these people. There is no doubt as to
the need of the present extension, and T
have mueh pleasure in vecommending the
Bill to the House,

Hon. C. McKENZIE {South-East): I
have much pleasure in supporting the
second reading of this Bill and commend-
ing the (fovernment on their poliey. The
Minister spoke about the Government go-
ine too far, but T hope they will go still
forther. We ean take the figures of the
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first section of the line as a guide, and
from those there iz no doubt the line

is pretty well one of the best pay-
ing railways. We may look on this
as a good business proposition, and

although we do not expect these lines
to pay from the jump, still the por-
tion of this line already built is paying its
way. | coosider there has been no loss
on the iine because tiie small loss lias been
made up by the increased traflic which
has heen taken on to the Great Southern
railway, and what is lost one way has
been gained in another. [ support the ex-
tension of the line further. and ne douht
it wil! be cavrried further still in  due
eourse. The Government have (o he ecom-
mended for the forward and onward
poliey whieh thev are carrying out; rail-
ways are much cheaper than roads nowa-
davs. and roads eost little to build as
feeders to these spur hues. One has only
to so along the Great Southern railway to-
day to see wheat felds pretty well all the
way, which speaks well for the country.
I have much pleasure in supporting the
extension of the line
Question put and passed.
Bill rvead a seennd time.

BILL—WICKEPIN-MERREDIN
RATLIWAY,
Second Reading.

The ("OLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) in moving the second
reading said: TIn introducing this Bill to
the Honse T may draw attention to the
faet that it is rather a bigger proposition
in the way of an agricultural line than is
usually placed hefore the House, [f mem-
bers will turn to the partieulars placed
before them theyv will see that it runs a
distance of 120 miles. T think Mr. Cullen
remarked at a previous sitting that it is
better that a line shonld be brought for-
ward in one Bill rather than in piecemeal,
so that the Honse may see the nltimate
destination of the line. We have already
passed a short line which is working be-
tween Narrogin north-east to Wickepin.
This line will run in a north-easterly di-
rection from Wickepin to Merredin, and
it will eouple ap the line from Collie to
the goldfields railway. There will be con-
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siderable railway economies in this inmas-
much as it is always beiter to work a
through line thau a branch one. Later on,
no doubt, coal will be taken from Collie
to the goldfields, and it will be easy for
the railway authorities to take the trucks
returned from the Eastemn Goldfields at
Merredin and shunt them on to this line,
These trucks can then be loaded with
wheat and taken to the ports of Albany,
Bunbury, or Fremantle, as the case may
be, and the wheat discharged into the
ships. It will be, from a railway point
of view, a great economy and convenience.
Apart from this, however, it is bunilt
purely as an agricultural railway. The
Quairading line will couple with this lize
and a further line which we intend to
build, the Bill for which will ecome
later on, the Brookion line, will also be
coupled up. The total cost is £120,000 for
construction and £178,000 for vails and
fastenings, making a total of £199,000.
It will be built at the present time as a
light agricultural railway with 45-pound
rails. Tt may be necessary at a later date
to earry heavy traffic and coal along this
line, and then the rails may be altered to
60 pounds. The line will be built to the
standavd wauge of 4ft. Gin. The resident
oceupiers number 653, and the acreage
held hy them is 511,744 aeres. The land
under ewltivation this year is 41,877 acres,
and the land cleared 27,823 aeves, the land
ringbarked being 194,195 acres. The av-
erage vield of grain last vear was, wheat
12 to 16 bhushels per acre, and oats 24
bushels. The total avea of land within
the influence of the proposed railway is
1,567,360 acres. ‘There are only eight
holdings within 15 miles of the line of mver
1,000 aeres, and the land available for
pastoral leases within 15 miles of the line
is 814,000 acres. while the pastoral leases
aggrepate 52,000 acres. The area per-
manently rveserved is 8,612 acres. There
is a total area of one and a half million
aeres served by this line. The average
rainfall is from 10 to 12 inches at Merre-
din, and runs up to 181% inches at Wicke-
pin. Water is easily conserved along the
whole of the route of the railway. The
prineipal timbers are white gum, morrel,
York gum, salmon eum, ‘am, and simlet.
The cost of clearing per arve is 20s. fo 30s.
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aud the eost ot clearing the serub Ss. to
10z, per aere. There are some favoured
aveas served by this line, there is the
Kumminin area and several others south
of Merredin. These lands are so mneh
songht after that therve were from a dozen
applications np to 30 for the blocks. and
they were sold at prices vanging oup to
27s. Gd. per acre for land which could
have been taken up not long ago at 10s.
per acre. This line, like the other railway,
has also been iospected by the advisory
board and they have reported very fav-
ourably upon it. They say—

The Wickepin-Merredin line will be
about 120 miles in length and is esti-
mated by the Inspeetor of Engineering
Surveys to eost £1,700 per mile, includ-
ing rails and fastenings, and allowing
for 6i0-pound rails and one in 80 grade
on account of its being a through main
line, or a total of £204,000. We esti-
mate that this line would serve 1,463,000
acres, of which 474,000 acres have been
alienated, 92,000 subdivided and unsold,
and 70,000 in process of sorvey and
subdivision. It would open for devel-
opment such valuable areas of firsi-
¢lass land as Nunagin, Kumminin, Kur-
renkutten, and Babakine, and we fur-
ther estimate that it would serve ap-
proximately half a million aeres of first-
elass wheat land.

I move—
That Tthe Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon, W, MARWICK (East): I would
like to say a few words in sapport of the
second reading of this BUl. The line will
traverse country whieh I happen to know
a wood deal abouf. I would like for the
informati'm of hon. members, especially
goldfiel®. u embers, to say what an advan-
tace the eomstroeiion of this line will he.
I am pleased 10 see that the Government
have provided for 60, vails. This line
will be a trunl: line and it will open up
some of the best wheat lands in the sou-
thern portion of the Eastern provinee.
T ¢onld nel miss the opportunity of re-
minding the leader of the House when he
was speaking that there were some hloeks
of land for which there were no fewer
than 32 applicants for each single hloek

which is 252 miles from Perth,
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in some of these areas, namely, Kum-
minin, Kurrenkuotten, and Nunagin. [
think the average was about 14 applicants
for every bloek of land. The whole of
the land in this area will be taken up, in
fact it s taken np already and there are
any number of people who have been
disappointed. Those who have been dis-
appointed write to the press and find fault
with the administration of the Land Aect
just beeanse they cannot get the land they
require in a special locality., This railway
will commend itself to the House, and I
have much pleasure in supporting the
second reading.

Quesion put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILL — TAMBELLUP-ONGERTUI’
RAILWAY.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) in moving the second
reading said: Tlis proposed line will
run in an easterly direetion in the South-
Eastern provinee from Tambellnp to
Ongernp. The length of the line is 53
miles, and it will commence at Tambellup,
The esti-
mated cost of construetion is £30,000. and
the rails and fastenings £35,(00, a total
of £36,000, or £1,564 per mule. L'he re-
sident oceupiers are 114, while the popu-
Iation to be served will he 350; the land
under cultivation is 14,000 acres, while the
land cleared is 17,329 acres, and the land
ringbarked 184,000 acres. The additional
area to be put under enltivation next vear
will be 11,056 acres. The average yield
of urain last season per acre was, wheal
13 bushels and oats 25 bushels, The land
open for selection within 15 miles of the
line totals 666,965 aeres, and the land
alienated within 15 miles of the line is
269,294 acres. The large holdings withiv
15 miles of the line number eight, vepre-
senting 17.000 acres, the pastoral leases
total 20,000 acres, and the area reserved
7213 aeres. The total avea nf land
within the influence.of the proposed rail-
way will be just under one million acres.
Thix fine will serve some exceptionaliy
fine country, which is perhaps somewhai
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anknown at the present time, bui which
has been proved {o be excellent wheat
country. I have forgotien for the moment
the name of the timber which grows at the
Ongerup end, but it is a kind of mallee,
which is easily eleared. The line will
serve a very large area indeed, and the
climate down there is excellent, while the
distriet is subjeet to a very good rainfall.
This line has also been reported on by
the advisory board as follows:—

We recommend the construction of a
line from Tambellup in a general north-
easterly direction to Ngowangerup,
thence south-easterly to the vailey of
the Pallinup river, and thence north-
easterly to the vicinity of Tarbunkenup,
near Ongernp, following approximately
the route shown on the litho. This pro-
posed railway will have a length of
abont 35 miles, will serve 780,000 aeres
of eountry, 224,000 acres of which are
alienated, and 336.000 are vacant. We
estimafe that within this area there are
at least 420,000 acres of country well
adapted for the growth of cereals. - We
vonsider that this line may at a future
date - {if cireumstances warrant it) be
extended to Ravensthorpe, and also
may form part of a large loop to serve
the country east of the existing and the
proposed spur lines. The Inspector of
Engineering Snrveys estimates that this
line will cost about £95,000, including
provigsion for water supply.

I move—~

That the Bill be now read a sécond
time.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (Sounth-East):
The Minister has followed the example of
the small boy we bave heard of and has
kept his best for the last.

The Colonial Secretary:
are more vet.

Hen. J. F. CULLEN: At any rate, this
is one of the best of his projects. T know
the country well. A few years ago T was
out at Negowangerup and all I eould tind
there were a couple of wallabies, Now
there is a township with two banks, and
one of the most energetie progress asso-
ciations it has ever been my lot lo meel.
The members of that assoeiation simply
tackled that new settlement and thev ave

Oh, no; there
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determined to have all the blessings ol
civilisation there, and amongst them this
railway, The Government have done well
to meet that progressive set of pioneers
and provide means of transic to the mar-
ket. I might mention that the objeetive of
this railway is really Albany, and that
that is recognised as the neavest port. I
want to say one or two things to the Mini-
ster, vne is to get on with the building of
these lines as quickly as the Government
can, the next is not to be afraid of at-
tracting any amount of labour te this
State because there is plenty of room for
it, and another is to be sure that there are
plenty of trucks to earrv the wheat on
the new lines next season. I hope the
Minister will make a note of these matters.
I was asked this question tn my electorare
recently, and in the name of the Govern-
ment T said that next season’s wheat would
be carried.

Hon, (. McKENZIE (South-East): [
bave muoeh pleasure in supporting the
second reading of this Bill. The proposed
ratflway will traverse practically new
ground, and it is about the same class of
country as is to be found in the vieinity
of the Great Southern line. There is
some idea of eventunally ecarvying this
railway project to Raveusthorpe. It will
run in that divection now and will open
up some very fine country. There is no
doubt that the line will prove a profitable
one,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILL—NORTHAMPTON-AJANA
RAILWAY.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly} in moving the second
reading said: This vailway is one which
will serve an entirely different part of the
State. The other railways which we have
dealt with this evening will serve country
from Merredin in the north to Tambellup
in the south. This Bill provides for the
extension of what T suppose is the oldest
line in the State, the Geraldton to Nor-
thampon railway, and the extension will
be for a distance of over 30 miles in the
direction of the Murehizon River. This
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line will be built on the uzval pauge of
3rt. 6in., the rails will be 451bs, The cost
of construction 1s estimated at €£46,000,
rails and fastenings, €19,650, making a
total of £65,650. v £2,188 per mile. The
suggested line extends in a nortlherly di-
rection, and ends aboul seven miles sonth
of the Geraldine mine, The country served
by ihis propoesed extension ot the North-
ampton line embraces an avea of about
449,000 aeres. of which abont 110,000
acres is alienated, and 339,000 acres is
vacant; the area of first class land is ap-
proximately 170,000 aecres, The rainfall
is exceptionally fine, being 21 inches., I
have not personally seen this part of the
eountry, but I have heard from those who
have selected there that the distriet con-
tains some of the Ainest wheat land in the
State. | remember one time disenssing
this line with the late Director of Agri-
cnltnre, Professor Lowrie, and he gave it
as his opinion that this was some of the
finest and most profitable land in the
State. He based his calculation on the
faet that the land itself is very rich. that
it is sitnated in a latitude that enjoys an
early spring, and that there is a very fine
rainfall, so that the selector gets better
produciion from the land than if it was
further south. This line has been re-
poried on by the advisory board, and
- they state as follows:—

The country lyving between North-
ampton and Geraldine on the Murehisen
River has been carefully inspected and
due consideration given to all reports,
plans, and availahle data, and we now
recopmend that a railway line approxi-
mately 30 miles in length (as shown by
a red line on plan herewith) should be
buill. The engineering survey will, of
course. determine the actnal route, The
sngge=ied line extends in a northerly di-
rection and passes hetween the Wandi
and Wibi areas, thenee throngh Yuba
and op to the Ajana locations, ending
at a spot abont seven miles south of the
Geraldine mine, The ecountry served
by this proposed extension of the North-
ampton line embraces an area of about
449,000 acres. of which ahout 170.000
acves is alienated, and 339000 acres
vacant. The avea of first clas< cereal
land is approximately 170.000 acres. Tn
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recoramending the oxtension of this line
for a distance of abhont 30 miles the
board had in view the probable opening
up of payable mines in the Geraldine
mining avea. and also the testing of
other lauds to the north of the Murchi-
son River for agronomic purposes out-
side the 121, miles radins, The guality
of the land north of the proposed line
is good, but so far has not been proved
to be suitable for the profitable grow-
ing of cereals. As estimated by Mr.
Muir, the Inspeetor of Engineering
Surveys, the cost will be £53,000; this
inelndes rails and fastenings, but does
not include a railway water supply.
which must be ndded and wilt cost ap-
proximately £3,000. The Wibi, Wandi.
Yuba, and Ajana subdivisions through
which this line passes should furnish
snfficient freight ro make it a payable
proposition. There sheuld also be con-
siderable numbers of fat stock railed to
the southern markets from the Murehi-
son and distuicts further north. We
are of opinion that the early coustruc-
tion of this line is justified as it will
enable the selectors served to operate
on these lands profitably and to their
follest extent.

That is a report that will justify the pass-
ing of this line without anything further.
I therefure move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time,

Hon. J. M. DREW (Central): I tho-
roughly agree with the remarks made by
Mr. Cullen a few minutes ago, that the
Minister has reserved his best dish for the
last. I also wish to congratulate the
Government on the suceess of their joint
poliey of land settlement and railway con-
struetion in Western Australia, and also
nu the snceess of the land settlement pol-
iey so far as it eoncerns the distriet which
T have the honour to represent. That
policy has been pursued with great vigour
in our distriet. with the result thaf Ger-
aldton is in a prosperous condition, land
values have been inereased, business houses
have heen increased. and the population is
largely anmmented.  Only last week a
vessel arrived at the pmrt to load 40.000
havs of wheat, and there are others to
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follow. The only fly in the ointment, as
has been peinted out by vther hon. mem-
bers, is the lack of trueks, and for this
there is no exense for the Railway Depart-
ment. If the department had their fingers
on the pulse of land settlement and agri-
cultnral development in this distriet, they
could see that considerably more rolling
stock would be required. I can conseien-
itously support this proposition.  The
distriet throngh which the line will pass is
valuable from both agrieultural and min-
eral standpoints. The disirict has been
paviially settled for over 40 years, but
not to any extent. A few years ago the
pastoral lease of Messis. Grace Bros. was
vesumed by the Government and thrown
open for selection. Every block was
selected, and now every block is making
progress in the direction of development.
To show the value placed on the land, 1
may say that some blocks were priced as
high as 27s. 6d. per acre, bnt T must ex-
plain that when the land was priced at
fhat fizure there was an undertaking by
the (lovernment that a railway would
follow at as early a date as possible.
Why the railway is such an urgent neces-
sity is that the eountry is hilly, and it will
be impossible for settlers 25 or 30 miles
away to get their produce to the market.
When the mines were working many

vears ago it took a team of
six horses to eart 2dewt.: that
shows the hilly character of the
country. The line will serve 419,000

acres, the area alienated is 110,000 acres,
and the area available 339,000 acres. As
regards the mineral value of the country,
the faet that in the early days lead and
eopper had to be carted 76 miles to Ger-
aldton will give an idea of the worth of
these mines. But if it were only for the
mineral prospeets T would not support
the project; we are looking forward te
agricaliural development. and it is for
that reason, principally. that T support
the eonstruetion of this railway.

Hon. W. PATRICK (Central): T o
not think it is necessary for me to supple-
ment to any extent the remarks that have

eheen made by the leader of the House
and my colleague in favour of this line
The faet that the advizorv board, consist-
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ing of three of the ablest officers in the
State, have submitted a report in its
favour is quite sufficient to justify lhe
construclion of the line, even if there was
nothing else; but apart from that, I con-
sider tbe Government are justified in
building railways almost everywhere,
Every liue that has been mtroduced since
I have been in Parliament has received
my support, whether it was an agrienl-
tural line or a mining lire, and I sup-
ported them for- the reason that the con-
struetion of railroads in Western Auns-
tralin is just abont the same as the con-
struetion of decent macadamised roads,
with this tremendous difference, that the
railway is a revenue producing proposi-
tion from the time it is opened, while the
road is an expenditure proposition from
the time it is constructed. The results of
the agrienltural railways, up to date, as
mentioned by the leader of the House,
amply warrant the construetion of fur-
ther lines, and in this case there is more
than ordinary justification. The line will
pass through some of the finest wheat
country in the State, and a continuous
mineral belt of between 30 and 40 miles.
It is true that the bulk of the mines are
lying idle to-day, but there is one mine
working, which employs 28 men, and it
would employ 40 or 50 if the men conld
be erot. The opinion of the owners of
the mine is that it is one of the best lead
mines in the State af the present time.
But the wheat country, altogether apart
from mining, would justify the building
of this line, and the faet that there are
setflers expecting it, compels the Govern-
ment to take this action. 1 do not intend
to take up any further time of the House,
for good wine needs no bush. I have much
pleasnre in suporting the second reading.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 10.43 p.m.



